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My Dear Siſter, | 
Expect you ſhould ſomewhat wonder, 

1 that after having for above Eleven 
Tears been careful to keep this following 
Letter from the Publick View, and that too 
notwithſtanding the Solicitation (not to ſay 
Importunity) of divers Illuſtrious Perſons, 

and even your Commands to releaſe it from 

ts Confinement ; I ſhould now at length give 

way to its paſſing abroad into the World, 

and its making you a publick and ſolemn Aa. 
dreſs. Wherefore judging my ſelf ablig'd to 
give you an account of a Paper, for which _ 
you have been long pleaſed ſo highly and ſo 
abligingly to concern your ſelf, I muſt, to 


remove your wonder, inform you, That I am 
A 3 reduc d 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 
reduc d to this Publication in my own De- 
fence. For, whilſt I was far from dreaming 
of permitting this Epiſile to haſh out of my 

Cloſet, it happen d, that a broken Copy of it 
did (by T know not what misfortune for me) 
Fall into the hands of a neceſſitous Perſon, 
who would needs perſwade himſelf, that by 


Printing it, he might relieve ſome of his 


preſent Wants; and thereupon proffer'd to 
ſell the Copy for a Sum of Money. But, my 
good fortune leading him to a Stationer, ta 
whom my Name was not unknown, he very 
civilly ſent me forthwith notice of the Pro- 
poſition that was made him, and after came 
himſelf to acquaint me, that the Copy about 


which he had been Treated with, being but 
One of Two or Three that were then abroad, 


Some or other of them would, queſtionleſs, 
oon find the way to the Preſs. This un- 
welcome Accident did little leſs trouble than 
furprige me; for, beſides that it impos'd on 
me the neceſſity of a Publication I had ſo long 
Some Compoſures of a very differing Nature being 
Treatiſe expected from me, the appearing of this, in 
Experi- lead of Them, would make this unwelcome 


mental 


„ Fo 70 many, though it had fewer Imperfections 
prey. Zhanit bas: Beſides theſethings (T ſar) ys : 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


4 Diſßemper in my Eyes ; and the Hours F: 
could diſpoſe of, were ſo Præingag d to Phi- 


loſophical Themes, that 1 could not promiſe 


mr ſelf ſo much as to read it over before its 


oing to the Printer. But, conſidering after 


& 
all this, that the Copy I had by me was like 
to prove more Full, and leſs Faulty, than a- 


ny of thoſe that ſome endeauour'd to obtrude 


upon the World ;, I thought it leſs inconve- 


nient to venture mine own abroad, than to 
rum the hazard of a ſurreptitious Edition of 
a Diſcourſe, that could ſo ill bear theappea- 


ring with any other Blemiſbes than thoſe it 


brought with it into the World from my Pen. 
And therefore having put it into the hands 

of Perſons, whoſe eminent Abilities the 
more knowing part of the Nation has long 
and juſtly admir'd, and begg d their Impar- 
tial Opinion and Caftigations of it, (gruing 
them entire liberty to Alter or Expunge 
whatever they diflikd; and finding (ey 
haftily turning over the Leaves) that their 
Caſtigations were only enough to let me ſes, 
that they had heedfully read it over; and 
were accompanied with Encouragements , 
which care was taken to keep me from look:11g. 
upon as meer Compliments : I let it go tothe 
Preſs, without ſo much as having once per-. 


ud it, or heard it read over ſince the . 
A4 toner 


that I borrow'd thoſe Hours I ſpent in Wri- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


tioner firſt gave me the Advertiſement 1 


told you of. Which I made the leſs Scruple to 
do, becauſe a Critick, whoſe Judgment and 
PViety Imuchreverence, ſeriouſly endeavour'd 


to perſuade me, that I ought not in Conſci- 
ence to decline publiſhing what he was pleaſed 


to thinkproper to kindle or cheriſh the Flames 
of Divine Love in the Breaſts of the Rea- 
ders. And my Haſte it ſelf did afterwards 


promiſe me theſe Advantages, That not- 


ewithſtanding' my Books not coming forth 
ſooner, I ſhould not loſe the Excuſe of Youth 
had when it was written : Nay, and that 
the faulty Paſſages which may be met with 


in it, will perhaps becharg'd upon thoſe that 


ſuffer'd them to paſs uncorrefted, whenthey 
had fo abſolute a Power ta Expunge or Re- 


form them. Theſe, and the like Motives, 


Having induc d me to conſent to the Publi- 


cation of the following Letter, Inceded not 


deliberate long, TowhomT ſhould Addreſs it. 


For, ſince that accompliſbd Lindamor, 
whom it ſo much concern d, has left the 
World, there is no Perſon in it towhem this 
Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as unto 


Jou, Dear Siſter. It was at that Delicious 


Leeze, where you are now the Miftreſs, that 
this Letter was written; and it was of Jou 


ting 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


4 ting it. Tas to you that I fhew'd it al. 1 
4 oft Sheet by Sheet, before Jreſolv d to ſend 3 
4 it away. is you that can beſt Excuſe the © 
* Imperfections of it, as knowing not only the 
- more obvious, but the more private Avoca- 
{ tions andother Diſadvantages, among which 


it was Penn d. Tis you that have ever © 4 
ſmce ſolicited me to divulge it, and have 
given me the greateſt Encouragements to do 

- ſo, not only by thoſe Solicitations which im- 
ply'd your own favourable Opinion of it, but 
by procuring me (by concealing or diſguiſing 
my Name) the unſuſpected Opinions of di- 
vers competent Fudges : In a Mord, this Ad. 
dreſs belongs upon ſo many Scores to you, 
that I could not make it any where elſe, 

without manifeſtly wronging you. I know, 
Dear Siſter, that it is not uſual to Dedicate 
Books to ſo near a Relation; and that it is 
uſual in Dedicatory Epiſtles, both to Depre- 
ciate what one has Writtento ExtolthePer- 
ſon that one writes to, eſpecially if it be one 
of your Sex and Quality. But, you know 
too, that I never ſwore Allegiance to Cuſtom, 
and therefore will not, I ſuppoſe, wonder to 
ſee me as little ſolicitous to conform to it on 
this Occaſion as on others. In an Age when 
fo few Perſons have Merit enough to keep 
that from being Flattery, which ſhould be but 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. : 
Praiſe, I am not at all Ambitious of caſting 


mr [elf upon the unhappy neceſſity of either 
Flattering, or appearing Rude; when 


better chuſing the Objects of my Addreſſes, 


J can, as Occaſton requires, give Praiſes 


withouth Untruth, or forbear them without 


Incivility. Nor dare I preſume, that a Lie 
ceaſes to be a fault, by being put into a De- 
dicatory Epiftle ; as anciently the hurtful 


Beaſts forgot their pernicious Nature, when 


brought into the Ark. Not tomention that 


Books of Devotion have generally the ſtrange 


and unhappy Fate, of being leſs welcome to 


them that moſt, thantothem that leſs, need 


them. As for the Diſcourſe I preſent you, 


though my Opinion of it may be gueſs'd at, 


by the Privacy to which I have ſo long con- 
find it: Tet becauſe, as in Phyſick, to have 
4 good Opinion of the Medicine, and the 
Doctor; ſo in Boobs of Devotion (which 
are a kind of Phyſick for the Mind) to have 
one of the Compoſure, or of the Writer, both 


inclines us to look after the Preſcriptions, 


and Advantages their Operations; For this 


reaſon 1 ſhall ſaynothing to diſparage a Diſ- 


courſe, which us of a nature to aim more at 
the being prattiſed by the Readers, than the 


being pardon d; and ſhall not at all repine 
ro ſee ut find from the Publick as faveurable 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

& Reception, as it has hitherto met with in 
Cloſets. And now, Dear Siſter, though I 
know you will not; yet I doubt, my other 
Readers will expect, that this Letter ſhould, 

according to the Mode of Epiſtles Dedica-. H 
tory, be concluded with Commendations of 
you, and Compliments to you : It being al- 
moſt as much out of faſhion in ſuch Addreſſes 
to vmit gruing Praiſes, as tis to believe the 
Praiſes given on ſuch occaſion. But, tho 
4 can praiſe you without either disbelieving 
my ſelf, or fearing to be disbelieved by any 
that know you ; yet, beſides that our Rela- 
tion and our Friendſhip would make ſuch a 
way of Writing misbecoming me on all occa- 
fions ; I know your Piety and your Modeſty, 
would peculiarly diſallow it upon this; where 
the ſub ject I am to entertain you with, is of 
ſuch a Nature, as would make a Flaunting 
Addreſs, but a very unſuitable Introduttion 
to it. The Natureof my Theme, as well as 
the ftrittneſs of your Virtue, and our Friend- 
ſhip. forbidding me here to Celebrate you, 
otherwiſe than by letting the World ſee, that 
4 dare, even in a Dedicatory Addreſs, with- 
out fear of diſpleaſing you, forbear to Cele- 
brate you. And if it be demanded, Why 
then I refrain not likewiſe from Writing to 
you a Dedication? 1 ſhall anſwer, that T 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
am unwilling to loſe this Opportunity of ma- 
king a publick Acknowledgment, that as I 
Have the honour to be your Brother, and your 
Friend, ſo T have the Juſtice to think it very 
much my Happineſs to be ſo: Eſpecially, 
fince you are pleaſed to aſſure me, That my 
Relation to you has rather been the occaſion 
than the ground of a Friendſhip, that does, 
whilſt it enjoins me to profeſs my ſelf with- 
out Complement, oblige me to be, with all 
the Sincerity that's poſſible, 


My Dear Siſter, 


Your moſt Affectionate Brother, 


and moſt Faithful Humble Servant, | 


ROBZzxT BOYLE. 
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Adoertiſements to the Reader. 


(As they were written ſome Vears ſince, 
when ſome Intelligent Perſons were 
to have a ſight of the following Diſ⸗ 
courſe.) | | 


95 F. prevent theſe Seruples which elſe might 


ariſe in the peruſal of the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
= the Reader of it is requeſted to take notice, 


I. That though I gnorance hath been of late ſo much 
in faſbien with too many of our Toung Nobility, that 
Jeme Paſſages of the enſhing Papers may ſeem unfit to 


have been written 9 a Toung Gentleman, yet the Per- 


ſon they were addreſſed to, being both a Traveller, 4 
| Lingniſt, and a Scholar, it was not improper to diſ- 


courſe with him at the rate of ſuppoſing him ſo qua- 
lified. „ 


II. That the enſuing Letter was not written ſingle, ,. 
being but the Laſt of Divers; wherein Love in general FE; 
24s Confeſſed, Fuſtiſied, and Celebrated; wherein 
the received way of Making Love was Explicated, De- 

Fended, and Oppoſed; wherein Conſtancy and Incon- 
ſtancy in Love were argued For and Againſt; where- 
in Platonick Love was Explicated, Celebrated, and 
wherein the Cure of Love was propoſed and Proſecuted; 

| wherein (ro diſparch) the Controverted Points con- 


: cerning 


L' Ammor 
Divin. de 
Mr. du 
Moulin. 
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Advertiſements to the Reader. 
cerning Love were diſcours d of, in a way ſuited to 
ſeveral Themes; and to the Humours and Principles 
of the ſuppoſed Writers. But all the former Papers, 


(written in Complement to a Fair Lady) though very 


free from the Guilt of either Licentionſneſs, or Pro- 
phaneneſs, have been by the Author judged too little 
Serious, either to appear Alone, or to accompany the 


| enſuing Diſcourſe, wherein he has expreſſed his Ows 


Opinion, as in the former he but deduced thoſe of mas 
ginary Perſons. | | 


III. That the following Paper was to have been At- 
tended by another, wherein the Properties and Duties 


e Seraphick Love were to have been Explicated and 


inſiſted on; but the Author, before he had Written 
that Other, accidentally meeting with a French Book, 
wherein though what he had already Diſcomrs'd of 
were not handled, he found that Wn of what he had 
deſigu d to ſet down was anticipated; and the moſt 
pertinent Conſiderations his intended Themes ſungeſted, 
were skilfully diſplay d already: he fear d it might be 
injurious to his Reader, and himſelf, if he ſhould ei- 
ther turn a Tranſcriber of others Notions, or decline the 
beſt Thoughts belonging to his Theme, that the leſi Good 
ne might paſs without Suſpicion for his Own. 


IV. That the enſuing Trifle having been Written in 
-haſte, and by ſnatches, amongſt difratting Avoca- 


tions, and far from Letterary Accommodations, is 


freely ſubmuted to the Cenſure of Learned and Impar- 


tial Peruſers, eſpecially Divines: Who are by the Au- 
thor requeſted to believe its miſtaken Paſſages, and 


unmvary Expreſſions, (if it contain any ſuch) to _ 
| | been 
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| Advertiſements to the Reader. 
been altogether Unintentional, and ſuch as they ſhall 
never find it to be more than one labour to make him 
diſcern and retratt ; he being reſolved, by God s Aſſo · 


ance, to continue ſtill obſequious enough to all clearer 
diſcoveries of Truth, to be able to ſay, Errare poſſum, 


 Hareticus eſſe Nolo. Ana, as he is on his part ſo re- 


figned, and ſo willing to be recti ſicd, ſo he expects this 
Equity from thoſe, to whoſe Fudgments he ſubmits, 
that conſidering he intended not to write a ſolemn and 
regular Treatiſe, but a private and familiar Epiſtles 


they will paſs by ſuch unaccurateneſſes as are wont to 


e incident to Compoſures of this later Nature, He 
preſum d he might ſometimes makg bold with the vui- 
gar Laws of Tenſes, treating of an Eternity that ad- 
mits them not. He hop'd that the freedom taken in 
ſome of his Expreſſtons concerning Love, and the wont= 


e Objedts of it, would be excus d, by its being exatted 


« 


by the Deſign he had upon Lindamor, though he had In a Deck- 
not (which yet he has) otherwiſe accounted for it, cation of 
He intends not to adopt thoſe (often erroneous) Tradi-*! the fore 


8i0ns of the Vulgar, whence he ſometimes draws Com- _ = 5 


pariſons, that he may not deny himſelf the Liberty my Lady 
raken by the Generality of Writers (without excepting T. J. 
the Learneder ſort of them) who ſcruple not in Popular 
Compoſtres, to make Similies and Alluſions grounded 


en Popular Traditions and Perſwaſions. As for thoſe 
common Places, which the Method of our Author's 


Diſcourſe allowed him not to decline, he hopes the 
Reader will diſcern by his way of Writing, that he 
loves to uſe them, not as Travellers, but as Hunters 
uſe the High-ways: For the Traveller, when he once 
£#3 into the Road, makes it his Buſmeſs to keep in it; 
x” „„ whereas 
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Advertiſements to tlie Reader. 


whereas the Hunter, if he meets one lying in his way, 
is not fond of ſtaying in it, but nimbly Croſſes it, or 
Traverſes ſo much of it, as is requiſite to be paſi 
through in the purſuit of his Game. And laſtly, if 
in ſome few Paſſages of the following Letter (eſpe- 
cially about the beginning of it) the Expreſſions are 
leſs Grave and Solemn than the Deſign; the Author 
hopes, that even they will yet appear tolerably Serious, 
for the Airieſt parts of a Letter, written by one Dung 
Gentleman to another. 


- 
. 


To the Love of 


8 LON D. 


My Deareſt ade 4 


Am very much delighted t to 3 
both by the Voice: of Fame, and 
the Information of much more 
credible Relators, that Hermione 8 


cold uſage has curd you of the 
Fever her ſcorching Eyes had given. you; 
and that when once you found your ſelf 


reſerved, to ſhew what Wonders her 
Eyes were able to perform, you ſeaſo- 


nably reſolv!d to become an Inſtance. of 
the Power, rather of Reaſon, than of Love; 
and accordingly did your ſelf the right 


to fruſtrate the vain hopes your inſulting 
7 cheriſſi d, to 1 in you, 
N B chat 


Seraphich Love. 


that her Charms were capable to make 


our Flame perſcvere, when her Change 
| had made it as well cauſcleſs as hopeleſs. 
I could wiſh indeed for your ſake, that 
you ow'd your Cure more entirely to 
our Reaſon, and leſs to your Reſent- 
ent; that the extraction of your free- 
dom may no ways blemiſh it. But, ſince 


I cannot but conclude as ke 
rves 


ry, even oth theſe Terms def 


ſay truly, that Les pli 
5 | 0 Libert\ 


Nature by Circumſtances, N ſeldhm 
deplore g Ris Miſtrels, 
recbyers himſelf ) think that Her min- 


has but intentionally not eventually dif. 
-o6blip!d-you; and hath mide; your Flames 
a better return by. reſtoring you your 
on Hart, than ſhe could have'done by 


_ "exchanging hers for it. But that which 


not: tealt endears to me your. Recovery, 
iss that I am affur'd by Perſons, from 
-whom'I dare credit even ſo welcome 
N dos that my Endeavours/prov'd ſo hap- 
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 Seraphick Love: 
the Conſiderations I yentur'd to preſent * 
you, and at leaft ſo far contribute to your 
Freedom, as to giye you the deſire and 
the deſign of regaining it. For, I hope, L 


need not tell you, that I ſeldom uſe En- 
deavours, whole Proſperouſneſs is more 
velcome to me, than thoſe that aſpire to 
ſerve Lindamor. And though I cannot 


ever pay you any great Services in rela- 
tion to my vaſtly greater Deſires, yet I 
ean ſcarce do you little ones in relation 
to the Delight reſulting from the havin 

done you any. Nor has the Joy which 
this Succeſs of my Diſcourſes brings me 
been ſparingly encreas'd, by my having 
venturd them with much more deſire, 
than expectation of their Proſpering ; and 


leſs out of any ſtrong hope they would 


ſucceed, than out of an unwillingneſs to 
leave the means I thought leaſt impro- 
bable unaſſay d: Being invited to excite 
you to om hopes, than I durſt allow 
my ſelf for you, by the example of 
Generals, who, - whatſoever diſtruſtful 
Thoughts they harbour in their Breaſts, 


| ſuppoſe, that {before the Battel) to make 
their Soldiers fight ſucceſsfully, tis as 


well conducive as requiſite, by encoura. 
ging Orations, to 1 75 them think rs 
= | = ſha 


Sseraphicł Lowe. 

ſhall do fo. For, although I endeavour'd 
indeed to perſwade you, that Reaſon be- 
ing born Sovereign of the Paſſions, though 
her Lenity or Supineneſs do ſometimes 
both occaſion and permit their Ulſurpa- 
tions, ſhe is ſeldom ſo diveſted of her 
Native Power, but that whenſoever ſhe 
pleaſeth to imploy what ſhe hath left, 
ſhe is able to reſume what ſhe hath loſt: 
And though I was willing you ſhould be- 
lieve, that to perfect what your Reſent- 
ment had begun, was a Task ſo eaſie, 
that the Victory was as much in your 
Power as the Reſolution of attempting it; 
yet, notwithſtanding all this, I ſay, I was 
once half perſwaded, that to undertake 
the Curing of a Lover, was the next 
Weakneſs to the being one. And, Lin- 
damor, to deal ingeniouſly with you, your 
Recovery hath circumſtances in it, that 
- make me very apprehenſive that you are 
not yet out of the danger of a Relapſe, 
and that you have not half ſo abſolutely 
abandon'd your former Amorous Con- 
ſtitution of Mind, as the former Idol of 
it. I know that from a Perſon, who, for 
one that hath never yet been hurt by 
Cupid, is accuſed of uſing him ſlightingly, 
and ſeverely enough, you will cxpedt E - 
1 | eavours 
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deayours to preſerye you from Relapſes, 


by ſuch diſſuaſions from Love as its Vo- 
taries will ſcarce vouchſafe ſo mild a Title 


to, as that of Invectives againſt it. And 
I ſhall ingenioufly. acknowledge, Linda- 


mor, that | have been ſomerimes no very 


unready Satyriſt on that Theme; and 


with a Pen reliſhing of the Liberty I che- 
riſh'd in my Hcart, endeayour'd to diſa- 
buſe thoſe ſervile Souls, that being born 


to Reaſon... fo far degraded themſelves as 


to boaſt ſolely an exceſs of Paſſion; and 
had ſuch low and narrow Thoughts of 
Felicity and Miſery, as to expect either 


froma Woman's uſage. All which I thought 


I might the freelier do, becauſe having 
never known the Infelicities of Love, but 
in the ſufferings of others, I might pro- 


bably ſuppoſe, that my Declamations a- 


gainſt it would paſs for the Productions 
of my Reaſon, not my Revenge. But, 
Lindamor, though the extravagancies of 
ſome Mens Folly have been — 


too great to let me avoid laughing ſome- 


what Satyrically at it, yet I am really too 


little an Enemy to Love, unleſs exceſſive 


or miſ-· placed, by indiſt inct and disfigu- 


Z ring Conſiderations, to repreſent to you 
the Nobleſt Paſſion of the Mind, as its 


B3 | moſt 
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moſt : hideous and formidable Diſeaſe. 
To love, even with ſome Paſſionateneſs, 
the Perſon you would marry, is not 

only allowable, but expedient, being al- 
moſt neceſſary to the Duty of fixing your 
Affection, where you have once engage 

your Faith; for it hath been obſerv'd, 
that Love doth ſeldom ſuffer it ſelf to be 
confin'd by other Matches, than thoſe of 
its own making. And few, but they, 
that are fo wiſe as they ſee cauſe to be 
almoſt in Love before- hand with thoſe 

they marry, prove fo honeſt, as after- 
wards to be in Love with none elſe. Since 
_thercfore, the Marriage of a wiſe Man 
appoſes atleaft as high a degree of Love 
as he 1s capable to cheriſh, without for- 
feiting that Title, I can ſcarce diſallow 
the being moderately in Love, without be- 
ing injurious to Marriage, which is a Rela- 
tion, that though I can with much leſs 

reluctancy permit others than contract 
my ſelf, yet dare I not abſolutely cons 
demn a condition of Life, as expedient 
to no man, without which even Paradiſe 
and Innocence were not ſufficient to com- 
pleat the happineſs of the firſt Man. Thus 
you ſee, Lindamor, that I do not promiſ- 
cyouſly quarrel with all forts. of _ 
. N ut 
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but endeavour only to poſſeſs you with 

this Lruth, that as anciently among the 
Jus there were odoriferous Unguents, 
which it was neither unuſual nor ynlaw- 
ful to anoint themſelves with, or beſtgw 
upon their Friends; ſo there was a cer- 
tain. peculiar Compoſition 7 of a pre- 
cious Ointment, which God having re- 
ſeryed to be imploy'd in his own ſervice, 


with that the perfuming of their Friends 5 


was Criminal and Sacrilegious: So there 
are regulated degrees of Love, 2 eng hich * 
not forbidden to harbour for a 

Miſtreſs, or a Wife; but there - Mo 5 


certain pcculiar ſtrain, or (if I may ſo 


call it) Heroick Temperament of Loye, 
which, wherc-eyer it is found, A PER it 
belong, as unalienable as juſtly, unto 
God. 3 Wife may love 8 her 

Husband's Relations and her own, and 
yet be truly ſaid to love him with her 
whole Hearr; becauſe there is a certain 
unrivall'd degree of Kindach s, and a pe- 
culiar ſort of Loye, which conſtitutes 
true conjugal Affection, that ſhe confines 
to him, and reſerves intirely for him, 
and would think it criminal to harbour 
for any other Perſon: So a Religious 
Soul may abey che Command * 1e 
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Seraphick Love. 
God entirely, though ſhe allow her Af- 
fections other Objects; provided they be 
kept in due Subordination to, and kept 
from entering into Competition with that 
Love which ought to be appropriated to 
Him, and which reſults chiefly from an 
either altogether or almoſt unincreaſable 
Elevation, and vaſtneſs of Affection; from 
an entire Reſignment to, and an abſolute 


Dependance on the Loy'd Party; from a 


reſtleſs Diſquiet upon the leaſt ſenſe or 
doubt of her Diſpleaſure; from a greater 
Concern in her Intereſts than ones own; 


from an Expectation of no leſs than Felici- 
ty or Wretchedneſs from her Friendſhi 


or Indignation; or at leaſt a Per ſuaded- 
neſs that nothing can be a greater Hap- 
pineſs than her Favour, or deſerve the 


name of Happineſs without it. For, 


where-ever a Paſſion has theſe Properties, 


or any of them, conſpicious in it; it can- 


not, but by being Conſecrated to God, 


avoid becoming injurious both to Him 
and to it ſelf. The very Nobleneſs of it 
entitles Him to it: As in ſome Kingdoms, 


3 particularly here in England) though 
Veins of courſer Metals may belong to 
the Owner of the Soil they grow in, yet 
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4 (as Gold and Silver) are by the Law 
made Mines Royal, and belong to the 


King, to whom their Value appropriates 
them. By reflecting upon this peculiar 


| Notion of Love, you may be pleas'd, 


Lindamor, tointerpret ſuch Indefinite Ex- 
preſſions as you may mect with in the 
following Diſcourſe. And this Love I 


have taken the freedom to ſtyle Seraphick 


Love, (not out of any Affectation of tu- 

mid Words or Titles, but) borrowing 

the name from (if the Romiſh Divines 

be good Marſhals of the Heavenly Hoſt) 
thoſe Nobler Spirits of the Celeſtial Hie- 
rarchy, whoſe Name in the Language to 
which it belongs ex- 3 
preſſes them ati wp of 2 * Fon _ 


| a flaming nature; and raph. which ſignifies to burn or 


| 2 me: H hence, Numb. 21. 6. 
whoſe I mployment In pernicious Creatures, that our 


mentioned in the * —_— 2 8 Serpents, 
vangelical Proph-.t's 2 an” one) 
Myſtetious Viſion) e 
ſufficiently points at the Divine Obiect, Ila. 4 
to which the Flames that warm them, :: 
ſpire and tend. And methinks, Linda- 
mor, that you ſhould find it no faint In- 
vitation to embrace Seraphick Love, that 
you may have the Advantage, by mak- 
ing your ſelf a Rival to theſe glorious 
Sus Spirits 
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Spirits, to make them your Friends; and 


the Honour to be ingaged in a Service, 


where you are ſure of ſuch illuſtrious 


Concurrents. At leaſt if you be of the 
mind of that generous Youth, (to whoſe 


ſucceſsful Valour the conquer'd World 
was both Theatre and Trophy) who re- 


fus'd to run at the Olympick Games, be- 


. cauſe there were no Monarchs to run with 
him. But I fear, Lindamor, I have a little 
digrefs*dz ſince I might have told you in 


fewer Words, That it is not my deſign, in 


this Paper, to declaim againſt Love in ge- 
neral, or make a ſolemn Harangue of the 
Fickleneſs of Women; and that therefore, 


as when young Gallants (ſuch as you, 
Lindamor) are ſubject to caſt _ their 


Love upon unfit Objects, their diſcreet 


Friends, (ſenſible of the truth of the Ita- 


lian Comick's Obſervation, that 


Oneſta contra” amore * 
E troppo frale ſchermo 
In giovinetto cuore. 


In youthful Hearts bare Virtues 
won? to prove | | 
But a weak Shield againſt the 
darts of Love.) £ 
he without 


without taking any more than neceſſary 


E 
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notice of their former fond and ſtraggling 
Paſſions, reclaim them, by either match- 
ing them, or at leaſt (in order thereunto) 
engaging their Addreſſes to Perſons, whoſe 
Beauty or Prerogatives may both legiti- 


mate and confine their Affections: So I 


ſhall endeayour to prevent the future 


F Gaddings of your Love, to Objects that 


cannot deſerve ſo tranſcendent and diſin- 


& tereſt a one, as I have obſery'd yours to 


have been; by preferring and engaging it 
to the True Object that Paſſion was born 
to, the Nobleſt it can aſpire to, and the 


moſt Satisfying it can enjoy. Ves, Lin- 


Amor, as it has hitherto been my not- un- 
proſperous Task to unhood your Soul, I 
I ſhall now make ic my Buſineſs to ſhew 


her Game to fly at, I ſee that Love in 


| Lindamor is too noble and predominant 


an Affection, to be either eaſie or fit to 
be deſtroy d. It will therefore be my 
Deſign, not to ſuppreſs your Flame, but to 
addreſs it, I wiſh'd it withdrawn from 
Hermyone, not to annihilate it, but to 
trans figure it; I would not have a Paſſi- 
on, which wanted nothing but a due Ob- 
je to be Seraphick Love, like vulgar Men, 


F ateʒ 


be ſwallow'd up by Death, the common 
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Fate; but be cnnobled by a Deſtiny like 
that of Enoch and Elias, who, having 
geas d to converſe with Mortals, Dy d not, 
but were Tranſlated into Heaven. ; 
84.2 W hat has been ſaid already, Lindamor, 
hath, it ſeems, ſuffic'd to rectifie your 
Love, by difabuſing it, and ſhewing you 
how unfitly it was plac'd on its former 
Objects. Your Proficiency in That, in- 
vites me to proceed with you fo a new 
Leſſon, and (mindful of that true Saying 
ofan Eminent Father, Nemo aliquem amat, 
quem non vult efſe meliorem) to endeavour 
to exalt your Paſſion, by directing and 
ſettling it upon an Object, the due Con- 
4 templation of whoſe Lovelineſs may cure 
3 as perfectly all Hurts received from any 
= Mortal Beauty, 85 anciently the Sight of 
Womb. the Myſterious Serpent on the Pole did 
chap. 21. v. cure the hurts the fiery Serpents gave. 
8. 9% For, ſince to gaze ſtedfaſtly on an out- 
ward Beauty, where all your looking will 
but diſcoyer the ſame Face, is found ſo ef- 
fectual to Kindle or to Blow the fire of 
Love, (which the Greeks prettily enough 
expreſs by their e 7s ö gd ywera 70 i 
how much muſt a due Contemplation 
enamour us of that Divine, and, though 
Refulgent, yet ever more and more Diſ- 
| E coyerable 
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coverable Object, where Attention and 
Wonder ſtill mutually excite and cheriſh 


each other? Whence the zealouſeſt and 


perfe&eſt Lovers of God are the glorious 
Angels, of whom our Saviour ſays, That 


19 


in Heaven they always behold the face of his Matt. 18. 


Father which is in Heaven, and thoſe bleſ- 


fed Saints, whoſe imployment, and whoſe 


happineſs is, in the Revelation, expreſt to 

be, Lo follou the Lamb whither ſoveverhe goes. Rer. 14 
And thoſe unblemiſh'd Perſons are in . 
that place recorded to have kept them- 


ſelves Undefiled by mortal Beauties; to 
teach us, that the nearer and clearer In- 


tuition that Heaven affords them of the 


glorious Object of their Paſſion, was not 
the Cauſe of it, but the Recompence; 
and that whulſt they liv'd Exiles here on 


Earth, *twas ſuch a Speculation as I am 


recommending (Lindamor) to you, where- 
with they liv'd (to borrow the Expreſſi- 


on uſed of Moſes) as ſeeing him who is in. Heb. 11. 


viſible ; a Sight, whoſe Glory made them 27: 


look on fading Beauties, with as unda- 
zel'd and untroubl'd Eyes, as Eagles can 
be ſuppos d to caſt on Glow-worms when 


they have been newly gazing on the 


Sun. : : * 


this 


J0o engage your Love, Lindamor, to ca.; 


14 Seraphick Love. 
this ſublimeſt of Objects, I ſhall deſire, 
that all that I have ſaid to divert your 
former Flames, and all that may ſay to 
depricate and diſcredit thoſe degrading 
and diſquiting Amours, that are wont to 
inveagle Mortals, may be lookt upon as 
meant, rather by way of Preparative, than 
of Motive, aiming but to diſabuſe and 
rectiſie your Mind, that with compos'd 
and unprepoſſeſs'd Thoughts you may 
judge of the Object I propoſe to you. 
Which, to qualifie you to be but impar- 
tial to, this Method ſeem'd expedient, 
being but imploy'd upon ſuch a ſcore, as 
that on which the Platoniſts uſe to pre- 
miſe certain Virtues, which they (ſignifi- 
cantly enough) call'd Purgative, to diſ- 
poſe and fit the Mind for the reception of 
ſublimer Truths. As Phyſicians to clear 
the ſight are wont to purge the Head, 
that the Eye, freed from all darkning and 
diſguiſing Tinctures, may the more per- 
feectly diſcern the Objects preſented to it. 
And certainly, the Love I would perſwade 
is of a nature, that makes nothing more 
conducive to it than the greateſt uncloud- 
edneſs of the Eye, and the perfecteſt illu- 
ſtration of the Object; which is ſuch, that 
the cleareſt Reaſon is the moſt advantageous 
1 Light 


SGreͤraphiet Love. ms 
Light it can deſire to be ſcen by. You 
| know the Story of that witty Wench, who 
us'd merrily to with her Lovers all good 


n ialities but a good Underſtanding; for 

» . ſaid ſhe, 2 make them _ of 

as Love with me. The Divine Object, to 

an which I would prefer you, Lindamor, is 

1d ſo far from being obnoxious to a Danger 

" of that Nature, that I need not Diſpa- 

y rage any other, to Enamour you of this. 

u. For, the Creator is too full of Excellen- 

r= cies to need to be recommended or ſet off 

7 by the Creature's Defects. He was So- | 
18 veraignly Lovely in Himſelf, before they i; 
"EE had a Being; nor has his giving us that 

a Paſſion call'd Love, made him the un- 

q | fitter Object for it. To love God, but be- 

f cauſe your Miſtreſs has perſonal Faults, i 

5 


i 


b a greater. than any of thoſe for whi 
: you have declin'd her; and is ſuch a So- 
> leeciſm in Seraphick Love, as it were in the 
1 Perſtan Religion (for that has yet Embra- 
„ cers in the Eaſt, as thoſe that have there 
convers'd with them aſſure . make 
the Spots that blemiſh the Moon the 
Motives of their worſhipping the Sun. 
Hermione is a Lady, to whoſe noble Re- 
Jations 4 am too much a Servant, not to 
| have »Raſpe@t for her; and 1 cannot, 
DS without 
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without concluding her an Extraordinary 
Perſon, remember how lately ſhe enjoy'd 
the honour of captivating Lindamor; and 


though ſhe has ſince, by injuriouſly De- 


clining, juſtly forteiced the glorious Ti- 


tle of his Miſtreſs; yet the Qualitics that 
gave it her, made me, among divers o- 


thers, like her ſo well, that 'tis now my 


Quarrel to her, that ſhe is not what ſie 


was. And therefore whatever may fall 
from my Pen to her diſadvantage, re- 
lates to her but as ſhe was, or may again 
be, an Obſtacle to your Devotedneſs to 
Seraphick Love. To engage you to which, 


Call this notwithſtanding, Lindamor ) I 
muſt do you the right to tell you, that 
God deſerves the higheſt Elevation of your 
Love, though Hermione had not rejected 
it. Were ſhe not only as Handſome as 


wiſhed her, her Beauty and her Friendſhip 


too concurring, could not have made her 


other than as Diſadvantageous as. Inju- 


rious, a Rival unto God; and, in the ve- 


ry Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would have deſery'd but a more 


moderate Degree of it. Angels, to 


whom Women were never falſe or cru- 
e el, 
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Parallels with any fading Obje&s, to be- 
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el, love their Maker above all things; 


27 


and he to whom St. John preſents his Ado- R . 1 


ration, refuſed it for himſelf to direct it & 19. 1. 


unto God. Would not your ſelf, Linda- 
mor, have thought your Hermione abſo- 
lutely handſame, though Moors had not 


worn the Devil's Livery ; and the thing 


call d Deformity, had been as much a 


ſtranger, as it is unwelcome to her Sex? 
tis true, ſuch is our frailty, that, as the 


Iſraelites needed a cruel and oppreſſive 


Bondage in Egypr; to make them reſolve” 


on returning to the Bleſſed Land of Ca- 
naan; fo oftentimes, the amorous Soul 
needs the harſh uſage of a diſdainful Mi- 


ſtreſs, to diſguſt it with its Thraldom, and 
make it aſpire to its more genuine and 


ſatisfying Object. I may therefore allow 


Hermionè s Defects to have given you free- 
dom and occaſion to conſider the Prero- 


gatives of Seraphic Love; but I muſt not 


allow them to be the chief Motives of 


our embracing it. For, it were too in- 


jurious to its glorious Object, to make 


that but the refuge of a defeated Paſſion, 


whoſe' Tranſcendency entitles it to more 


than the moſt elevated and entire one. 
Alas, God needs not theſe beggarly 
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come that of our diſabus'd Devotion, and 
he were lovely without : Compariſon, | as 
well as he is ſo far above it. And though 

I be not ſo unjuſt to deny, that there 

are Ladies (ſome of which I have the 

Happineſs not to be unknown to my ſelf) 
whole Excellencies are capable to enno- 
ble their whole Sex: Yer their greateſt. 
Accompliſhments, compar d to his Perfe- 
tions, whoſe Gifrs they are, are in that 
Eclipſing Company as inconſpicuous as 


the faint Qualities of more ordinary Per- 


ſons. As when in a clear Morning, the 


Riſing-Sun vouchſafes to viſit us, as well 
thoſe bright Stars that did adorn our He- 


miſphere, as thoſe dark Shades that did 
benight it, vaniſh: Conſonantly where- 


unto, give me leave to obſerve to you, 
Lindamor, that though divers of God's 
Attributes are, through his Goodneſs, 


participated by his Creatures, yet the Scri- 


pture makes ſo vaſt a deſparity betwixt 
the Excellencies that it aſcribes to Men, 


and the ſame Perfections conſider d as 


they exiſt in God, that it ſeems abſolute- 
ly to exclude. Created Beings from any 


Title to thoſe Attributes; becauſe the 

bpPoſſeſs them but in a way ſo inferior to 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine 
. e manner, 
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Seraphick Love. "a 
manner, in which they belong to God. 
Thus our Saviour ſays to him that (ta- 
king him but for a Man) call'd him good, 
My calleſt thou me good? there is none good Mat. rg. 
but one, (that is,) God. Thus St. Paul's 19. 
calls God (or Chriſt) the only Potentate, , Tim. 6. 
M Swe, though the Earth be ſhared 15. | 
by: ſeveral Potentates; and even the de- 
vout Eunuch in the Acts, and the depo- aas 8. 17 
ſed Grandees mentioned by the Bleſſed Luk. 1. 52. 
Virgin in her Canticle, are in the Ori- 
ginal, ſtyled Potentates. Thus, though 
there be wiſe Virgins as well as fooliſh; Mat. 25. 5. 
and though our Saviour tells us, That the Luk. 16. 8. 
Children of this world, are, in their genera- 
tions, wiſer than the Children of light: Yet 
St. Paul ſcruples not to term his Maker, 3 
the only wiſe God ; and thus he elſewhere wh Y 
Paraphrafes him, He. that hath only Im. 1 rim. 5. 
mortality, though Angels and human 
Souls be deathlefs. In fo incommunica- 
ble a manner does the Superiority of 
God's Nature make him poſleſs thoſe ve- 
ry Excellencies, which the Diffuſtyeneſs 
of his Goodneſs makes him pleaſed: to 
| communicate, I am the more zealous, 
Tindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, (which I muſt deſire you 
to look upon but 8 a yary'd name for 
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Seraphieł Love) becauſe I have obſerve d 
your Paſſion to have been extreamly im- 

patient of Confinement, and to have 
eſteem'd whatever may be term'd Limits 
to be Priſons. Few therefore can need 
more, or deſerve better, an Object for 
their Love, for which too immenſe a vaſt- 
neſs were impoſſible. And ſuch a one 
is God, whoſe Soveraign Perfections 
render him ſo uncapable of being lov'd 
too much, that the moſt aſpiring Paſſion 
can ſcarce arrive (ſo much, as) to leſſen its 
diſproportion to the Object. Other Paſſi- 
ons, like other Rivers, are moſt lik'd when 
they calmly flow within their wonted 
Banks; but of Seraphick Love, as of Ni- 
lus, the very Inundations might be de- 
ſirable, and his Overflowings make him 
the more welcome. For mortal Beau- 
ties, our Paſſions are like our ſelves: 
If our Stature chance to exceed a cer- 
tain Size or Standard, it makes us mon- 
ſtrous; but Devotion is like a flawleſs 
Diamond, where the Bigneſs taxes the 
Value, and the unuſual Bulk both rates 
and inhances the Luſtre and the Price. To 
give God all our Love is the greateſt Com- 
mand both of the Law and Goſpel (in its 
capacious and teeming Womb, _ 
om- 
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E- Compriſing and Cheriſhing all the other 


Services God requires) and that there is 


not more exacted of us, is not, that an 
Addition were Culpable, but becauſe it 
is Impoſſible. So noble is the Nature 


of Devotion, that it admits of failings 
but by one of the Extreams, which is 
that of Defect. For, Mediocrity, (whoſe 


Office tis to reſtrain us from approach- - 


ing the utmoſt Limits) which in other 
Paſſions is an Excellence, is here an Im- 
perfection. Or at leaſt, if Mediocrity be 
that which creates Paſſions, Virtues, the 


Mediocrity of this Love muſt conſiſt in 


the Boundleſſneſs of it, ſince that is it 


which makes it moſt a Virtue. The Man pal 42. 1: 


after God's own heart, is not afraid to Cervine 
own even to his Maker, an Ardency r 


Love for Him, which muſt be expreſt Lennert. 


by the ſignificant Metaphor of Thirſt, %. 
and that ſuch a Thirſt too, as makes the Z ſongs or fue 


panting Hart (by Naturaliſts obſeryed to — 


be a very Dry Creature) bray (as I remem- , chap 


ber the Hebrew hath it) for thoſe. refre- verſe a. 


ſhing Streams, whoſe want diſtreſſes and 


reduces her to an almoſt gaſping: Condi- 


tion: My very Soul (ſaith he) thirſtenh for 


Pl Cod. And we know, that Thirſt is 
not only ſo violent an Appetite, that it 


C3 -  leflens 


= |. | Seraphick Love. 
leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to haye 
parted with his Kingdom for a Cup of 
Water: But Thirſt doth ſo confine our 
Longings to what it craves, that nothing 
elſe can ſatisſie them. The Wealth of both 
the Indies would not excuſe the want of 
a needed Cup, ſuppoſe their Poſſeſſor tor- 
mented with an Appetite, which cannot 
be quench'd but by Drink. To which I 
muſt add, that the uneaſineſs of unrelie- 
ved Thirſt, is not, like that of other In- 
conveniencies, leſſen'd by Continuance, 
but grows by laſting the more Unſup- 
portable. The ſame. inſpir'd Poet ſcru- 
ples not alſo to profeſs ſo ſenſible and ſo 
active a Concern for God's Intereſts, that 
the zeal of God's Houſe hath eaten him up ; 
and hugely troubled he is, that others 
pfl. 119. are not affected with the ſame Zeal. I be- 
Held (ſays he) the Tranſgreſſors, and was grie- 
ved becauſe they kept not thy Word. Nay, 
bidem, v. Rzwers of Waters, ſays he, run down mine 
136. Fyes,becanſe they kept not thy Law; and, to 

| manifeſt how much the tenderneſs and un- 
reſery*dneſs of his Love made him think 

thoſe his Friends or Enemies, that were ſo 

Pl. 101. to God, Mine eyes (ſays he) ball be upon the 
8. Faitbfulof the Land, that theymaydwell with 


ne: He that walketh perfetk in the way, he 
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he invites all che Godly to aſſiſt him in 


Nor does it inyalidate what has now g,g.,. 
been delivered, that ſome Men have, 
| eyen by deyout Perſons, been blam'd 
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foal ſer vs me. Do not I hate them, O Lord, ** 139. 
thur hate Thee, and am not I grieved with © 1 
thoſeriſe up againſt Thee, I hate them with + 


@ perfect hatred, I count them mine enemies. 


At this rate did pious David love his 
Maker; but he was fo far from thinking 


this rate exceſſive, that tranſported by the 
Senſe of his Perſonal Diſability, to pa 

that Divine Object all the Love that his 
Perfections merited; he is not content 


to rouſe up all his o]¼ n Faculties to Praiſe 


God, (Bleſs rhe Lord, O my Soul, and all vl wy; 


that is within me bleſs his Holy Name) but” 


the Payment of ſo vaſt a Debt. (Love pal 117 
the Lord all ye Saints, for, &c) And again . 


95 ye People.) And not content neither fre- 2. 5 


quently to do this, as may appear b J 
very many Paſſages of his 9 8b een 4 
he extends his Invitation to the Angels, 
and the other Hoſts of God, and con- 
cludes the Book of Plalms, with a, Let 
every thing thathath breath praiſethe Lord. 


C 4 for 
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24 | Seraphick Love. 
for too much Devotion; for it was not an 
exceſs of Love, but a. want Diſcreti- 
on, that was guilty of their Faults: The 
Expreſſions of our Love to God ought to 
be regulated, not by our blind and wild 
Phancies, but by his revealed Will, (as 
Chriſt ſays, If you love me, keep my Com- 
mandments) and therefore it is very poſſi- 
ble to be too devout, not becauſe any 
Expreſſion of Seraphick Love can be made 
with too much Ardency, whilſt tis con- 
ſider d abſtractedly in it ſelf, and irrela- 
tively to the reſt; but becauſe that there ? 
being ſeveral Duties of Love, which re- N 
quire an Ardency of it, tis injurious. to 
| - , exerciſe all that in one alone, or a few, 
that belongs equally to the neglected 
* _ others, We muſt not (as too many 
. Profeſſors are now wont to do, of whoſe 
1 Error you may receive a fuller account 
in ſome other Papers) daſh. in pieces 
| the two Tables of the Law againſt one 
another; but muſt fo /ove God with all 
our hearts, as to love our Neighbour as our 
ſelves. You know what our Saviour ſaith 
to the Phariſees, that Tithed Mint, and 
_ Cummin, with a negle&t of Judgment, 
Mercy, and Faith, thoſe weightier matters 
. ot the Law ; Theſe ought you (We). ro hap 
p | 3 8 Ant, 


N % 1 4 * * 
2 * 4 — N 8 N bo . - 
. es >. wel tended e kak » Th 


7 


» % 
* 


we > a. 


* 3 
vt e « 
— 


7 
l 8 = = * —— * n 4 
», A oe = Fo ep com eg aA res er oeitoonnt-> 7x apron ee 2 ern 2 + 
— „ - LV» F ORE _— Sg 
m— ä my 9 9 "LO ä 3 * — .- 
N oh i 2 * 9 £ 2 . * £ 
e LY * a Gs 7 s 
r * p < Y 
, | 3 & 
A = : 
j N . 5 


| done, and not to leave the other undone.” And 
indeed, this Partiality, Lindamor, which 
males us diſplay ſo much of the ſtrength _ 
and vigor of our Spirits in ſome Fayourite-, - 
Duties, that we can but languidly and 
8 perform thoſe others we are 


for them, and there 
their natural bigneſs, 
leſs nouriſh'd than ( (were the Body healthy 
ful) they would be 

that 5 ſounder Parts ſeem over⸗ 
grown, and ſo the Diſproportion berwixt 


1 craphict Love. 


eſs fond of, begets in Devotion a Di- 
ſeaſe, not — that new one in Chil- 


dren we call the Riclets, which ſome Lear- 


ned Phyſicians do not improbably conceive 


to ariſe from the unequal Nutrition of 
the parts. For, though none of them re- 
ceive exceſſive Nouriſhment, yet ſome of 


them receiving as much as is convenient 


ilſt others are 


grow ſo little, 


them and the. n ones, makes, 


the whole le N ey compoſe. miſha- 
dly. But, Lindamor. 


this proves not that we can love God 


pen and unw 


too much, but only that we may im- 


ploy too much of that Love, in this 


or that way of expreſſing it. Whilſt 


4 up to 


we are (as Jab ſpeaks) Inhabitants of theſe * 419; 
Sad of clay, there are many = | 
 whic 


ws} + Serephiel Lowe 


which do as well challenge an Intenſity 
of our Affections, as thoſe Which relate 
x Cor. 7; more immediately to God. As St. — 
333 37 cells us, that there is difference bet v⸗ 
Married and Single Perſons, the A 
ons of the one being at Liberty to devot 
themſelves more undiſtractedly to God, 
whereas thoſe of the other are diſtracted; 
6 Adams were, betwixt his Maker and | 
is Rib.) But, where a direct and imme- 
diate Expreſſion of Love to God defrauds 
not any other Duty, there it is free from 
the dan anger of Exceſs. © Wann h Prayers 
may eaſily be too long, Faſts grow- 
exorbitant; yet Chri could fi —* the 
whole N ight in Prayer, and faſt forty 
Days, without Immoderateneſs, when 
the other Expreſſions of his Love to his 
Father, and the other Exereiſes of his 
Mediatory Function, were not © there- 
by diſturb'd, but further d and promo- 
* 10. ted. And ſo Elifab might inculpably 
faſt long, when that faſting did not dif- 
able him to profecute his ourney to the 
Mount of God; and though juſt Men 
here on Earth muſt expreſs their Love 
to their Maſter. by To buſie diſtract- 
. of Service) trade- 
truſted to them; 
Ver 
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avocating Duties to diſtreſſed Chriſtians; 
and their own ſecular Relations, which are 


their Time, but their Eternity it ſelf in 


gruouſly I'obſerve, that the four Myſte- 
to the Throne of God, though their 


Him day and night in his 
is it, that no degree of Seraphick Love 


5 CL, OO 8 TY Fe oF 


— „ 


yet when their diveſture of Morality diſ. 
penſes them from thoſe laborious and a 


here requiſite to be perform d; their glo- 
rify d Spirits may now, without any im- 
moderate Devotion, imploy, I ſay not, 


converſing with God, and following the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes. And con- Rev. 6 


rious Beaſts, allow'd to approach neareſt 


many Wings, and more numerous Eyes, 

intimate them of a very active Nature, 

are repreſented: to us in the Apocalypſe, 

as addicted but to one Imployment, cea- 

ſing neither day nor night from ſaying, Holy, ver. 8. 

Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ; and from ; 

giving Glory, and Honour, and Thanks unto 

him. And of thoſe that have whited their 

Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, this Ac- 

count is in the ſame Book given us, that Rev. 7. 14; 

they are before the Thrane of God, and ſerve 
Temple. So true 


can be Exceſſive, nay, not any Expreſ- 
ſion of it immoderate, unleſs it be made 
ſo, not by its greatneſs, but by its uſur- 
| are er Coen CS pation, 


* - 12 1 .% # * - * 
4 * * * 
0 Ig : k ; 0 7 


a+ Seraphick Love. | 
pation, whereby it either ingraſſes or in- fi 
vades what belongs to its injur'd and lan- c 
guiſhing Aſſociates. Our Love unto the v 
Creatures is a Preſent, but unto God it 
is a Tribute; and though we may eaſily. i + 
play the Prodigal in parting (over freely) | + 
with our Gifts, we can ſcarce be ſo in 
the Payment of our Debts; for, be the 
Sums never ſo vaſt we pay away, their 
being due, in ſpite of their being great, | 
makes the disburſement too much an Act | 
of Juſtice, to be one of Profuſeneſs. Se- 
.raphick Love, (whoſe Paſlionateneſs is its 
beſt complexion) has then moſt ap- 
proach'd its nobleſt meaſure, when it can 
leaſt be meaſur'd; nor ought its Extent 
to admit any other Limits, than an utter 
diſability to exceed thoſe that terminate 
it. For he alone loves God as much as 
he ought, that loving him. as much as 
he can, ſtrives to repair the deplored 
imperfection of that Love with an ex- 
treme regret to find his Loye no greater. 
Such a Sublimity of Love will beſt en- 
title you to the Conſolation accruing from 
that memorable Paſſage of St. John, 
1 Joh. , Where he ſays, that God is Love, and 
16. He that dwelleth in Love dwellethin God. 
and God in him; which ſupplies me with a 
+ 0 = forcible 


foreible Inducement, to invite you to an 
eager aſpiring to a Tranſcendency in De- 
votion, ſince it may render Self- denial 
ſo eaſie, that *twill (at laſt) almoſt di- 


veſt that Name. For, this ſublimer Love 


ing, by an intimate Conjunction with 
its Odject, wholly devoted to it, and 


Selfiſhneſs and Intereſt, nobly begets a 
moſt ſtri& Union of our Wills with God's 
(or rather) a perfect Submiſſion of the 
one to the other. And thus, when it 
is become your Will to obey His, no 
Diſpenſations of Providence will immo- 
Aerately diſquiet you, for you poſſeſs 
your Wiſhes in General, and in Bulk 


For, your chiefeſt Deſire being to ſee 
your Maker's Will fulfill'd, your know- 
ſedge of his being the ſovereign and un- 
controll'd Diſpoſer of the Events, aſſures 
you, that all Accidents that can befall 
ou, are but exact Accompliſhments of 
his Will, and conſequently of Yours, ſo 
far forth as that is included and compriz'd 
in his. When you have Reſign'd, or ra- 
ther Conſign'd your expropriated Will (if 
x I may ſo call it) to God, and thereby (as 
it were) entruſted him to Will for 7 
bt 2 


throughly refined from all baſe droſs of 


though poſſibly not always in Retail. 


Sarepliel Lobe. 
all his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpenſztions 


towards you, are, in effect, the Acts of 9 Tf 


your oon Will, with the advantage of 
their being directed and ſpecified by Him. 
An Advantage that does at once aſſure you 
both of their Rectitude and Succeſs: 
God's Wiſdom, Power, and Love to you 
conſider d, how much more happy muſt 
you. be in your Options of his chuſing 
for you, than your immediate own? The 
Patient thinks himſelf obliged to grati- 
fie his Phyſician' for chuſing for him what 
ſorts of Meat he is to feed on; though 
the Doctor be wont to make ſuch a 
choice for him, as depriyes him of the 
Diſhes he beſt likes, and oſtentimes con- 
fines him to thoſe he loathꝭ. Alas, How 
often might God ſay of our Requeſts, a8 
_ Chrifi did of thaſe of the two' aſpirin 1 Di- 
ſeiples, Ie know not hat ye as? la 

and bluſh to read in an en en 5 
ſo Heavenly: a — 3 | 


A Permittes . expondere Nuninibus, 

<3 1:96 

| 3 nobis, rebuſque ft util 10- 

3 8 pro Fucundis bn gun. 4. 
lun Di, . 


2 barior 


or 


Seraphick Love. 
Cbarior eſt illis homo, quan f ſibi nos 


animorum 
Inpulſu, & cæca pravague cupidine 
| ucti, 
7 petimus partumque uxoris 3 
is, 
N rum. qui ben 212 Mee fiturs fe * 
"Uno the viſer Gods th care per- 
mit v3. 
ode what's for us and our Affairs moſt 
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To hoh Man is than to mata 
fore dear. 

We by our blinder Paſſions led as 
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them to determine what things wete 
good for him. And indeed our own 
Wiſhes are but too commonly as blind as 
Rachel's, who having ſo eagerly longed 
Gen- 35- for Children, that ſhe impatiently cries, 
Give me Children, or elſe I dye, died in 
Child- bearing: And as deſtructive to the 
Wiſhers, as their Longings prov'd to the 
murmuring Iſraelites, who loathing the 
Nam. 11. wholeſome Manna, (that Bread of Angels) 
33 Godhad provided for them, are their 
own Bane in the Fleſh they had ſo gree- 
dily luſted for. Thus, Lindamor, that ſo 

righting Virtue of Self- denial proves 
to be little more than a Son's Letter of 
Attorney to his Father, of whoſe pater- 
nal Kindneſs and conſummate Abilities 


dence amounts unto a certainty. Nay, 'till 


forward Impetuoſity of my firſt, I was a- 
bout to add, Since God reſents an infinite 


own Will, your making over your whole 
Will to God, will impart to you that Fe- 
 licity, proportioned te the degree of the 
Reſt ignment. And as the Eye, whilſt by 
the Optick Nerve Bak unto Hi Head, 

hing ch can taſte Delights, which it is 


in the management of Affairs, his conſi- 


my ſecond Thoughts check the overs. 


ſatisfaction in che Accompliſhment of his 


dead 
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dead to, being once ſeyer'd from it, thou 
1 (otherwiſe) it enjoy the beſt Condition 
Jof which its inanimate Nature can be 

ed ſuppos'd to be capable: So may your 
nes Will by an Identity or Sameneſs = Ten- 
d in dency, though not in Nature) with your 
the Maker's, as twere Engrafted into God's, 
the receive a new and enlarged Capacity, 


the which will enable you to contain and re- 
els) lih Joys, highly tranſcending thoſe 


heir which the fulleſt Fruition of your private 
Wiſhes were able to create. Thus Self- 
denial is a kind of Holy Aſſociation with 
God, and (by making you his Partner) 
intereſſes you in all his Happineſs and 
Acquiſitions. And conſonantly we ſee 
that Glorify d Saints and Bleſſed Angels, 
whoſe. Will have the moſt exquiſite and 
exact Conformity to God's, enjoy a Hap- 
pineſs moſt approaching his; whereas 
the Apoſtate; Spirits, in a confirm'd re- 
| pugnancy to his Will, find the extremity 
of wretchedneſs. | „ 
But though I dare not own, Lindamor, Sect. 5. 
ſo bold a Sally, yet I dare without Scru- 
ple improve the Diſcourſe that preced- 
ed it, to make out to you an advanta- 
geous difference of S-raphick Love from 
ordinary Flames. For, he that makes 
* * 


— 


„ Seraphick Love. 
| a Preſent of his Heart to any Mortal 
Beauty, even by her welcoming it, and 
Lodging it with her own, grows ſubject to 
have it wounded in her Breaſt. Thoſe Miſ- 
fortunes reach him that would otherwiſe | 
terminate in her: Her Afflictions torment 
him whilſt his own reprieve him; and 
the Felicity of two Perſons grows requi- 
ſite to make one Happy. The letting 
out our Love to mutable Objects, doth 
but enlarge our Hearts, and make them 
the wider marks for Fortune, and capa- 
ble of being wounded in more places: 
For, although Love may as well make us 
participate the Joys, as reſent the Infeli- 
cities of the Parties loy'd; yet even the 
leaſt unhappy Perſons do in ſo fickle and 
ſo tempeſtuous a Sea, as we all find this 
World, meet with ſo many more either 
croſs Winds, or ſtormy Guſts, than pro- 
ſperous Gales; and we are ſo much more 
ſenſible of Pain than Pleaſure, (an aching 
Corn, though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfit- 
ting us to reliſh the otherwiſe x Y 
health of the whole Body) that even 
Frendſhip it ſelf, though a much calmer ** 
affection than Love, ought to be declin'd. 
as injurious to our Quiet, did we confider 
it but as a Partnerſhip of Fortunes, not 
| 8 
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 _ Seraphick Love. 


nan exerciſe of Virtues. But he, whoſe 


I | wiſer Love ſettles it ſelf on God, is not 
only by the Immutable, 


and even Eſſen- 


; ; , tial. Happineſs of that adorable Object, 


ſecur'd from participated Infelicities; but 


finds his perſonal Croſſes and Diſtreſſes 
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ſweetned by conſidering, that what he 
moſt Loves is moſt Happy, and as able 


as willing in due time to make him fo. 
| And though Seraphick Love make us par- 

take but God's Felicities, yet his accep- 
| tance. of it makes him reſent our Sorrows: 


33 


In all their affiiftions he was affiitted, ſays zg. 5. 3. 


the Prophet of God, and of the Iſraelites. 
And ſo the Son of God, (who is ſo much 
One with thoſe that love him, that both 


he as the Head, and they as the Members, 
are ſometimes,” as making up one Body, 
call'd by one Name, Chriff) though as» Cort 132 
| high as Heaven above the reach of perſo- *** 
| nal or immediate Perſecutions, call'd out 


to Saul for an intention of harming thoſe 
that loy'd him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſ# 


| thou me? And to demonſtrate the tender- 
& neſs of this compaſſion, the Prophet ſays 
to the return'd 1/7aelites, concerning God, Zack, x; 8. 
He that roucheth' you, roucheth the Apple 
„ his Eye. | 
ion like a Miſtreſs's, a grieving only, 
| D 3 | and 


Nor is God's Compaſ- 
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Seraphick Love. 


and an uſeleſs Pity, whereby the ſuffer- 
ing Lover is oftentimes leſs comforted, 


as it procceds from her Kindneſs, than af- 


flicted, becauſe it breeds her Diſquiet; but 


God's is a Compaſſion, though Active, 
yet Sercne, and Worthy of himſelf, which 


without producing the diſcompoſure, pro- 


duces the Effects of the moſt ſenſible 
Pity, by engaging him to a timely Re- 
lief and Reſcue: As that freſhly mentioned 


_ Expreſſion, In all their affiiftions he was 


afflic ted, is immediatley followed by, and 


the Angelof his preſence ſauved them; in his 
love, and in his pity heredeemed them, and 
he bare them and carried them all the days of 


old. Yes, this Pity, for its not diſturb- 
ing God's Happineſs, enclines him. not 


the leſs to expreſs a Senſe of our Miſeries, 
and makes us find (to uſe a Scripture 
Phraſe, as I would render it) 4e eig wunaggy 
Coñ dg, Grace for an opportune relief, I lay 
with the Divine Writer, an opportune or 
Heb. 4.16. ſeaſonable relief; becauſe it comes not 
always when it is moſt deſired; but 
when it is moſt fit; and when that 


is, he that hath at once all preſent, 
paſt, and future things in his proſpect 


1s fitteſt to determine. Chriſt's Words 
AR. 1. 7. to his Diſciples, (It ir not for you to _ 
| 1 „„ ee...” 
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Seraphick Love. 
= the Times or the Seaſons, which the Father 
= hath put in his own power) are applicable to 
more caſes than that which occaſion'd 
them. The Canaanitifh Woman muſt putMat. 7.27. 
up a Refuſal, and the Reproachful name 
of a Dog, (which yet by the way, was a 
Paraphraſe commonly enough us'd by the 
| Tews of the Heathen, and as ſuch was The Text 
underſtood by this Ext; Gentile not Greek, refers her 
The Iſtaelites (compriſing the Patriarchsgats5yre 
) were reduced to wait h,. 
four hundred and thirty years, e er they 
| were introduc'd into the Promis'd Land); with C- 
and during a great part of that lo 
| ſpace of time, languiſh'd and 'groan 
under the heavy Burthens, and other as 
| heavy Preſſures, of the as cruelly as un- Rack. 28. 
| ſucceſsfully politick ce Zgyprians. St. Paul ad. 
himſelf pray'd the Lord thrice for the re-, . 
moval of that rude ox6Ao Ty 022 
h (whatever- that may mean.) 
Nay, of the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother her La. . 48 
ſelf, her Divine Son would not be found 
though ſhe ſought him 
4Sarus, to whom, even 
he vouchſafed (a 


xiv, Thorn : 


to the fleſh 


till the third day 
ſorrowing. And 
during his Sickneſs, 
Title, co which all Cæſars were but Tri- | 
3 8) the ſtile of Friend, which embold-Jeb 9. 11 
to Paraphraſe him 


ned the pious Mary 


wo 


e lame 


egion 


naa. 
S Gal. 3.17. 


. 3 3 Seraphick Lowe. 5 


verſ. 3. by a He whom thou lou) was permitted 
not only to lye a dying, but ro Dies 
his Reſcue being deferr'd, till it was 
thought impoſſible; and was ſo indeed 
to any leſs Power than Omnipotence. 
Which manifeſts, that as no degree of 
- Diſtreſs is unrelievable by his Power, ſo 
no extremity of it is inconſiſtent. with his 
| Compaſſion, no, not with his Friendſhip. 
WE Mu. 3. 3. He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Prophets, is 
4,J in the laſt of them repreſented under the 
wo notion of a Refiner: and 'tis not the-cu- 
ſtom of Refiners to ſnatch the beloy'd Me- 
tal out of the Fire, as ſoon as it feels the 
violence of that purifying Element; nay, 
nor as ſoon it 1s melted iby it, but they 
let it long endure the brunt of the active 
Flames, actuated by exciting Blaſts, till 
it have ſtood its due time in the Fire, 
and there obtain'd its full Purity and Splen- 
: dor. And I hope, you will give one that 
converſes with Furnaces, though he be no 
Pretender to the Philoſophers Stone, leave 
to implore a Chimical Metaphor, and ob- 
ſerve, that though in Afflictions, eſpecially 
uf National or Publick Calamities, God ge & 1 
tentimes ſeems to make no diſtinction 
|  betwixt the Objects of his Compaſſion, 8 
and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 
„ „ 1 


Seraphick Love. 39 


involving them in the ſame Deſtiny, 
yet his Pre-ſcience and Intentions make a 
vaſt difference, where his Inflictions do 
not ſeem to make any: As, hen on the 
ſame Teſt, and with the ſelf-ſame Fire, 
ve purge as well the Gold, as the blended. 
Lead, or Antimony; but with fore-xnow- 
ing and deſigning ſuch a diſparity in the 
Events, as to Conſume the ignobler Mi- 
nerals, or blow them off into Droſs or 
Fumes, and make the Gold more pure and 
er tor: wn 44G gn we 
It is true, Lindamor, and (not-tobeſuſ. S 6 . 
pected of Partiality towards a Love which 
ſo little needs it, to be thought fit to be 
preferr d before all other Paſſions) I ſhall. 
acknowledge it, that the Happineſs reſul-: 
ing from thoſe many Prerogatives, I have 
eavour'd'to diſcoyer to you in a Tran 
ſcendent degree of Seraphick Love, is mo- 
derated by. the Effects of that Sublimity) 
the Eager Deſires it creates of a more com- 
pleat Fruition, of its perfect and Divine 
| Object. Such aſpiring Sallies of the long- 


ing Soul made the languiſhing Spouſe in 


_ £on comfore me with Apples, for enge OE 
Love. Such made the raviſh'd Apoſtle 
deſire to return _ ſo I ſhould rather phil. . 23 


tranſlate 


8 Seraphick Lowe. 


tranſlate the Word, « H there, and fo 
Luk. 12. I find it * elſewhere to ſignifie)-'and to be 


36. with Chriſt: And the inſpir'd Poet thus 


expreſſes his longings to the Bleſſed Ob- 
vfl. 4. 1, ject of them, As the Hart panteth after the 


Ko water-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O 


Cod. My Soul thirſteth for God, for theliv- 
ing God: when ſball I come and appear be- 
fore God? But Lindamor, it was fit that to 


elevate our Thoughts and Wiſhes to H ea - 


ven, ſome peculiar, and elſewhere incom- 
municable degree of Joy, ſhould be re- 
ſervd for us there. And *tis a good 
Sign, and ſuch as worldly Obje&s cannot. 
boaſt, when the Incompleatneſs of our Se- 


raphick Lover's Happineſs in his Fruitions, 


proceeds not from their want of Satisfa - 


Ccorineſs, but his want of an entire Poſ- 


ſeſſion of them. And let me tell you, Lin- 
damor, that even this uneaſie State of Sepa- 


ration is ſweeten'd with as much Allay as is 


conſiſtent with its being a Grief. For, the 
Divine Evidence and Teacher of God's Love 
pronouncing a Thirſt after Perfection to be 
a Title to it, (according to thoſeScriptures, 


Mat. 5-6: Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after 


Rev. 22, 712hteouſneſs , for they ſballbe ſatisfied. And, 

1 Let him that is a thirſt come, and whoſoever 

Dill let him take of the water of Life Heng 
F : | an 
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Seraphicł Love. 
and the Joys of Heaven being ſo vaſt, 
that they diffuſe their Nature to all the 
grounded Hopes Men have to obtain 
them; each new Aſſurance is a new degree 
of them, and is acceptable to our Hope, 


though uneaſie to our Deſires. And theſe 

Baitings at compleat Felicity, ſhould not 

be more unwelcome for the preſent diſ- 

quiet . ſuppoſe, than the contrary 
LC 


for the Zeal they argue and the Felt 
city they promiſe. For this production 


of the Spirit in our Hearts may be juſtly | 


termed as the Spirit himſelf in Scriprute 


is, An earneſt; which though by being; 
ſuch, it confeſſes: it ſelf not to be the 


entire Sum, yet it is not only a part of it 


but a Pledge: And, Lindamor, how ſup- 


portable is this thus qualify'd Allay of 
the Joys of Seraphick Love, in compariſon 
of the Diſquiets, and the Torments that 


are wont to atend ſenſual Love? I ſhall 


not loſe to enumerate how many it is 
ſuppos'd to have ſent to their Graves; 


becauſe, though I find thoſe Tragical 
Stories rife' enough in Romances, yet I 
find them Rarities every where but in 

_ thoſe fabulous Compoſuresz and though I 


have had the Curioſity to viſit ſome of 


thoſe warmer Regions, where the Flames of 
3 8 e | 


Love 
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Love are ought to burn with more 
violence, yet (bating the Duels and the 
Pox) I remember not to have obſery'd 
Love to have ever been the Death of any 
Man: unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſophers, 
who make Reaſon the | eſſential Con- 
ſtituent Form of a Man; we will affirm, . 
that Loye, by dethroning Reaſon, though 
it leave the Lover alive, doth kill the 
Man. But, though I am loth to put ſo 
bad a Compliment upon Mankind, as to 
ſay, That Love is wont to deſtroy Mens 
Lives; yet I think it would be no Calumny 
to ſay, it much diſquiets them. I could 
ask you, How long many a Lover muſt 
continue a Servant to purchaſe the Honour 
of being taken notice of to be ſo? And I 

could recruit that Queſtion with pretty 
ſtore of others of the like Nature, but that 
I ſuppoſe your Memory will ſave my Pen 
the Labour of repreſenting to you the 
Torments of Love, which they that feel 
them, would little leſs juſtly than they do 
frequently ſtyle Martyrdoms, if the great. 
neſs only, without the Cauſe and Object 
of Men's Sufferings, ſuffic'd to make them 
Martyrs. And though the Condition 
of Lovers be in Romances ſo dextrouſ- 
ly and delightfaly deicrib'd, that Joy | 


Seraphic Love. 


Sanguine Readers are tranſported, 
| — — 1 my ſelf have been ſurprized —_ 


to Inclinations, to admire and envy their 


Felicity; yet when ſome I was concern d 
for, have been really concern'd and en- 
'd in ſome Adyentures, my Enyy quick- 
curn'd into Pity. For, the Repulſes, 


Abſences, the Deſpairs, and the reſt of the 
afflicting Diſquiets of Lovers; though in 
well-writ Romances they are ſoon read 
oyer by the diverted Peruſer; yet they 
are not ſo ſoon weather'd out, nor ſo eca- 
fily ſupported by the diſconſolate Lover, 
whoſe Infelicities, though they may be 
perhaps ſo handſomely deplor'd, as ta 
delight the Reader; yet cruſt me, Lin- 
damor, tis 2 much happier Condition to 
be free from Misfortunes, than to be 
able to complain eloquently of them. 
And as I have with Delight beheld a 
Storm excellently drawn by ſome rare 
Artiſt's Penſil; but when I- was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Winds that blew 
me out of Holland, I found a real Storm 
a very troubleſome and uneaſie thing: 
So the condition of a Lover, though 


drawn by 2 ſmooth Pen, is wont 


ſtrangely to affect and pleaſe us; yer 


the Regrets, Jealouſies, the Fears, the 


when - 
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Seraphick Love. 


when Men are really engag'd in it, they 
find it full of Hardſhips and Diſquiet. It 
is a much better Condition to be look d 
on than embrac'd; and Experience gives 
Men of it much (ſadder and) more un- 
welcome Notions than Deſcription did. 
Nor fancy, Lindamor, that the trou- 
bleſomneſs of your Sufferings in Love 
proceeded but from their not being ac- 
ceptable to her for whom you endured 
them; for had your Miſtreſs crown'd 
them with Myrtle, and prov'd as kind 
to you as Hymen could have made her, 
yet, I fear, ſhe could have recompenc'd 
3 by diſabuſing you, and could not 

ave freed you from the need of Happit 
neſs, but only from a Miſtake concern- 
ing it: For, methinks, Lindamor, moſt 
of theſe Tranſitory Goods, that we are 
ſo fond of, may not unfitly be reſembled 
to the ſenſitive Plant, which you have 
admir d at Sion- Garden; for as, though 
we gaze on it with Attention and Won- 
der, yet when you come to touch it, 
the coy deluſive Plant immediately 
ſhrinks in its difplay'd Leaves, and 
contracts it ſelf into a Form and Di- 
menſions, difadvantageouſly differing 
from the former; which it again re- 
e 1 covers 
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| 3 3 | . | 
rovers by degrees, when touch'd no more: 


So theſe Objects that charm us at a di- 


' ſtance, and whilſt gaz d on with the 


Eyes of Expectation and Deſire; when a 


more immediate Poſſeſſion hath put them 

| into our Hands, their former Luſtre va- 
niſhes, and they appear quite differing 
Things from what before they ſeem'd 


though after Deprivation or Abſence hath 


made us forget their Emptineſs, and we 


be reduc'd to look upon them again at a 
diftance, they recover in moſt Mens Eyes 
their former Beauty, and are as capable as 
before to.inveigle and delude us. I muſt 
add, Lindamor, that when I compare to 


the ſenſitive Plant moſt of theſe Tranſi- 


tory Things, that are flatter'd with the 
Title. of Goods, I do not out of that 


Number except moſt Miſtreſſes. For, 


though I am no ſuch an Enemy to Matri- 
mony, as ſome (for want of Underſtanding 
the Raillery I have ſometimes us'd in 


ordinary Diſcourſe) are pleas'd to think _ 


me, and would not refuſe you my Ad- 


vice (though I would not-ſo readily give 


you my Example) to turn Votary to 


| 0 men; yet I have obſery'd ſo few hap- 
py Matches, and ſo man 


ones; and have ſo rarely ſeen Men love 


their 


unfortunate . 
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their Wives at the rate they did, whil 
they were their Miſtreſſes; that I won- 
der not that Legiſlators thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make Marriages indiſſoluble, 
to make them laſting. And I cannot 
ficlier compare Marriage than to a Lot- 
tery, for in both, he that ventures may 
ſucceed, and may miſs, and if he draw 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his 
Venture: But in both Lotteries there 
lyes pretty Store of Blanks for every 
Prize. And for your particular, Lin- 
damor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humours, if Hermoines and 
Yours be not ſo unſuitable, that (to 
make haſte from ſo nice a Subject) had ſhe 
Juſtify'd your Expectation of her Kind- 
neſs, you would have poſſeſs d the Perſon 
without poſſeſſing the Happineſs you ex- 
pected; and might have found your ſelf 
as ſenſibly diſappointed by her Grant, 
as you were by her Change. Wo 
But I forget, Lindamor, that I re- 
ſolv'd not to inſiſt on Parallels, and 
therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the 
Diſcourſe my Pen has ſlipt into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphict, 
compar'd with ordinary Love; I ſhall 
venture to encourage you to the for- 

| | mer, 
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mer, by ſhewing you, that your paſt ad- 


dictedneſs to the latter, may prove ſer- 
viceable to you in it: Ves, Lindamor, I 


47 


ſhall not ſcruple to tell you, that yout 


ſtrong Paſſion for Hermione may not a lit- 
tle facilitate your Devotion, partly by 


breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 


that faſtned your Affection to unſatisfying 
Objects, and reſtrain'd it from ſoaring. to 
the ſublimeſt; and partly, by exalting your 
| Paſſion to a height fit for Seraphick Flames. 


For, Love hath this of Noble, that it 
makes us diveſt our ſelves of Selfiſhneſs, 


flight Fortune, ws Honour, Life, 


and all our own Concernments, when their 


coming into Competition with the Loved 


Parties Intereſts, may render their ſacriſice 
acceptable to her; and makes us think 


| Goods or Ills deſerve thoſe Names, but as 
they come to us from or through Her. You 


could ſcarce haye learn'd a better Leſſon, 


even from a much better Maſter; for, Love 


having thus accuſtom'd you to (what is 


thought moſt difficult in that Virtue) 


the Acts of ſelf-denial, you need almoſt 
but transfer your Flames from an infe- 


rior and miſtaken, to their true and 
nnobleſt Object, and you will have ex- 


alted and refined your Love into Devo- 
wad 3; >] I __ tion; 
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tion; to the latter of which, a ſublime 
Elevation of the firſt is ſuch a Diſpoſition, 
as the having formerly, by looſer Airs, and 


(perchance) wanton Songs, learn'd to im- 


prove and to command ones Voice, is, to 
the skill of ſinging thoſe devout Hymns 


and Heavenly Anthems; in which the 


Church-Militant ſeems ambitious to emu- 
late the Triumphant, and eccho back the 
ſolemn Praiſes and Hallelujahs of the Cœ - 


leſtial Quire. And, as by Hunting, though 


(poſſibly) we follow but ſome poor fugi- 
(Po — or ſome ſuch trifling 8 
gain that Vigor, that Sufferance, and A- 
gility, that fits us for the Toils and Mili- 
tary Hardſhips that are exacted in the 
purſuit of Glory, and of Empire: So 


though in Love (Devotion's Prentice- 


ſhip) the courted Creature be often 
_ conſiderable enough, to make our Ele- 
| Ctions fit to be numbred among ſuch 
as thoſe that made Love be painted 


Blind; N in the Progreſs and Conduct 


of our Paſſion, we contract ſuch diſ-in- 
tereſted and reſign'd Habitudes, as, be- 

ing preferr d to ſerve Cœleſtial Objects, 
do excellently. qualifie' us for Devo- 
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tion. And in effect, a fervent Love BF 


ſeems little leſs than Devotion miſ- 
ge addreſt, 


Seraphic Love. 49 
Waddreft, where our own very Expreſſions 
may ſerve to diſabuſe us; For, when 
vou give your Miſtreſs the Stile of 
3X Goddeſs, and talk of nothing to her, but 
Jof offcting up of Hearts, adoring, Sa- 
crifices, Martyrdoms; does not all this 
imply, that though it be ſaid to her, tis 
meant to a Divinity, which is ſo' much 
| the True and Genuine Object of Mens 
Love, that we cannot exalt that Paſſion 
fbr any other, without inveſting it with 
| the Notions and Attributes of God? As 
| Children "diſcloſe the inbred Kindneſs 
they have for choſe perſons, by calling 
the Babies they moſt doat upon by their, | 
dear Mother's, or lov'd Nurſe's. Names. yer * 
And, as Aaron, and the revolting Fews, by latte 
juſtifying to themſelves their Adoration —_ 
of the Idols they had ſet up by attributing expreſly 
| the Title of God to what they had a- de Pag 
| dor'd, did tacitly acknowledge Adoration was pre- 
to be due only to the Deity: So does a Nn, 
Lover, by naming what he worſhips a To Feko- 
Divinity, tacitly 'confels the Diety to be 94%. the | 
che proper Object of that higheſt and pe- Dame of 
& cular ſtrain of Worſhip. © — thetrue | 
And this Truth, Lindamor, the very ou 
fickleneſs of Lovers concurs to teſtific : Sec. 8. 


For what Men call;-and chink Incon- 
120 | a) ftan<- 
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ſtancy, is nothing but a. chaſe of . 6 
Beauties; which our Love fruitleſly fol- 
lows and ſecks in ſeyeral Objects, be- 
cauſe he finds it not entire in any One; 
for, Creatures have but ſmall and obſcure 
fragments of it, which cannot fix, nor ſa- 


_ tisfic an appetite, born for, and (though 


unwillingly) aſpiring unto God; Who is 
proclaim'd the true and proper Obje / pv. 


our Love, as well by Mens fickleneſs to 


Women, as the Angels conſtancy to Him. 


Needle in any but the North Point of the 
Compaſs, proceeds from and maniſeſts its 


inclination to the Pole; its Paſſion. for 


which, both its Wavering and its Reſt 


bear equal witneſs; to. That unſatiſ- 
fy'dneſs with tr anſitory 2 F ruitions, that 


Men deplore as the Unhappineſs of 
their Nature, is indeed the Privilege of 


itz; as tis the Prerogative of Men not to 
care for, or be capable of being pleas d 


with Whiſtles, Hobby- horſes, and ſuch 
fond Toys as Children doat upon, and 


make the ſole Objects of their Deſires 


and Joys. And by this you may, Lin- 


damor, in ſome degree, imagine the un- 
imaginable Suavity, that the fixing of 
ones Love on God is able to bleſs the 


Soul 
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Soul with;"fireey by ſo indulgent a Father, 

and competent Judge as God himſelf, 
rhe detreed uneontentingneſt of all orher 

{mary 18 though richly repaired by its 
dan 4 — to prove à Riſe 
our Toe Cale there. HOI OF (1) 


And hirherto, my deareſt Lindamor, 1 8e. 5 


have endeavour d to recommend unto you 
Seraphick Lobe, by mentioning ſome of its 
| which ſeem to relate more to 
che Love it ſelf, than to the Divine Ob- 
ject of iti But I fear / youll thin L have 
too long * & with Confideras 
W which, beſides that they are not al- 
ther the importanteſt that belong to 
Diſcourſe, Fhave: been by haſte re- 


due. to pen in the unaccuratèe Order 
| whereip-'they® offer'd themſelves to my 


5 not the Method wherein f Ss. 
rA them to) 


therefore; Lindamor, — they, 8 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives to the 
Love of God ca ſt in his on infinite 


Perfections and Prerogativesz-and ſince 


88 of Gba Love to us do 
us much more, (and conſe- 
| gw are likelier to endear Devotion 

thin thoſe of ours to him; The 
forins not- "OP" * God to kin- 
9 E 2 dle 


the Pre 
adyanta 


11 


Sect 11. 


tives to Devotion, and to evince, that the 


That, 


Lovelineſs and Exceſlencies in her ſelf; 
and your believing, that the Love ſhe 


courſe a find my ſelf engaged. to ſay 


Sebi fn 


dle in us, but to cheriſh' and foment, and 
(if our own wilful Extinction int 
not) to crown the latter: For both theſe 
Reaſons, I ſay, Lindamor, I doubt not but 
you'll think ſeaſonable for me to pro- 
ceed, to conſider that higher ſort of Mo- 


ſeveral things which are wont moſt to 
engage and heighten our Affections, do, 
in a peculiar and tranſcendent manner, 
ſhine forth and Conſtellate in God. 
know, which enamour' d 2 
of Hermione; I need not prove to yo 
have been your ſuppoſing her "of 


vouc you was Great, Free, Con- 
ſtant, or r Advantageous to you. And 
that all theſe Properties do not only, emi- 


nently exiſt, but illuſtriouſiy concur in mà˖ 
God, and his Love; I muſt now, Linda- up 
mor, (with ſtrong deſires of doing it pro- ſte 
ſperouſly) attempt to manifeſt. da 
Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made ple 
God's due, by the Excellency and Pre- me 
rogative of his Nature. But, truſt me, hig 
Lindamor, when neceſſitated by a Me- Be 
thod exacted by the nature of this diſ- cla 


ſome. 


Serepbicl Love. 


ſomething by way of celebration of God's 
Perfections; I am ſenſible, I can 
but detract from nies 

and 'muſt inevitably 
| ſpeak worthily of a 


pear unable to 


And if, as the Scripture aſſures us, thoſe 
things even fell not under the Senſes, nor 


deſire to praiſe, 


Theme, to which 
even Seraphims — cannot do Right. 


* 


enter d the Thoughts of Men, which God * cara. g 


has reſerv d for thoſe that love him; how 
ineffable and incomprehenſible muſt thoſe 
things be which he has reſery'd for Him- 
ſelf? The infinite Superiority of his Na- 


ture above all Created Beings, placing a 


| vaſt diſparity betwixt his greateſt com- 

municated Vouchſafements, and his 
Boundleſs, and thereforeito Creatures In- 

communicable, Per 

| Wonder not there r ee that 
| my weak Eyes . not | dwell long 


upon an Object, which they cannot 


ſtedfaſtly gaze. on long without being 


dazl'd:. And do not marvel, that I ſcru- 


ple not to uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 


mention of Perfections, which make the 


higheſt H pperboles but ſeeming ones; 
Both 's Nature and his Word de- 
claring him to be exa/ted above all Bleſs 


fing * Praiſe. If it were ſeaſonable, 
E 3 Zi 


34 
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24- 


Li 


poſitors of that Inſtructive Volume; I 


Lindamor, to entertain our ſelves but with 
thoſe Attributes of God, which axe le: 
gible or conſpicuous in the Creation 
we might there diſtern the admirable 
Traces of ſuch immenſe Power, ſuch un: 
ſearchable Wiſdom, and ſuch exuberant 


Soodneſs, as may: juſtly raviſh us to an 
Amazement at them, rather than a bate 
Admitation of, them. And I muſt needs 


acknowledge, Lindumor, that when with 
bold Teleſcopes I ſurvey the Old and New - 
ly diſcover'd — and Planets that adorn 
the upper Region of the World; and 
when with excellent Microſcopes I diſcern 
in otherwiſe inviſible Objects, the unimi- 
table Subtilty of Nature's curious Work- 


manſhip; and when, in a Word, by the 


help of Anatomical Knives, and the 
ght of Chimical Furnaces, I ffudy the 


Book of Nature, and conſult the Gloſ- 
ſes of Ariſtotle, ' Epicurus, Paracelſus, 
Haruey, Helmont, and other learn'd Ex- 


find my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd- to ex- 


are thy Works. O Bord? in Wiſdom: beſt 


thou made them all! And when I have 
been loſing my ſelf in Admiration of 


what: 1 een not, but enough 
to 


manifold 


to admire, and not to ———— E 
am often obliged to interrupt or break off 
my Enquiries, 'by applying to the Works 
of God's Creation the Expreſſion us'd by 


St. Paul, of thoſe of his Providence, O the Rom. 11 


depth of the Riches, both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God how un ſearchable are his 


Judgments, and his ways untraceable | And 


Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
tentive Conſideration of any other of 


God's Attributes deſervedly produce. 


But having elſewhere treated of this Sub- 
ject in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, 
Lindamor, invite you to conſider with me, 


how much you, and thoſe that are Conſci- 


ous to their having Virtue enough in them- 
ſelves, to make them prize it in others, are 
in love with Cato Scipio and thoſe other 
Heroes, that Ennoble, and almoſt Exceed 


Mankind, upon the bare knowledge of their 


Virtues; alt from them we derive 
no perſonal advantage, (their Death havi 


numerous Ages preceded our Nativity. 
Since then we pay ſo much diſtintereſt Love 


to ſome few faint andill-refin'd Virtues, that 


neꝰ er did profit us; how / much on ſuch a 
Score, and at that Rate, ſhould we love him 


ho ſo poſſeſſes all Perfection, that each of 


28 Perfections in Infinite p Were you and I 
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our own Creators, Lindamor, and wholly 
independent upon God, without either 
Need or Hope to taſte his Bounty; his 
native Excellencies, and what he has done 
for others, ſhould ſurely Raviſh us, and 
Enamour us of him. Though his Benefits 
to us did not entitle him to our Love, his 
Eſſence (the Source and only Motive of 
thoſe Benefits) would give him a right to 
it; and though we ow'd him nought far 
what we are, we yet ſhauld owe him Love 
for what he is. He is that glorious Sun, 
from whom (as Beams) all Created Perfe- 
ctions flow, and in whom they all concen- 
tre. To omit God's Sovereign Majeſty, 
(which places him fo high, that but to 
own for him ſo familiar and levelling an 
Affection as Love, much more to expect 
to be revoly'd by him, were not the leaſt 
ſawey Preſumption Man could be guilty 
of, did not. his own Commands make it a 
Duty; ) not to inſiſt on this, I ſay, let us a 
while conſider that proper and peculiar At- 
traction of Love, his Lovelineſs; which 
J is ſuch, that did we but once ſee it, all 
1 Oreature-competitions (even we being 
Judges) would then be as impoſſible as 
Ii. 6, 7, they are now unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan- 
geliſts Prophetick Viſions, the Scrap Ups Y 
#0 © „ | them 
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| Seraphick Love. 


| themſelves (thoſe glorious Ornaments of 


the Cceleſtial Hierarchy) are repreſented as 


| covering their Faces in God's Preſence, ei- 
ther bluſhing at their Comparative Defor- 
mity, or unable to ſuſtain the unqualify d 


Splendor of ſo Divine Brightneſs; whence 
perhaps it become of old the Jeuiſb faſhion 
(as ſome frequent Expreſſions in their Wri- 
ters ——— 


cover their head, not their faces, wit 


thoſe white Garments they wear at their 


publick Devotions,) And, Lindamor, if 


 Moſes's face, by but a few days Converſe 
with God, reflected ſuch a Light as dazld 


mortal Eyes; and if his ſwift Poſts the 
Angels, when ſent on Errands to us here 
on Earth, eyen when they may be ſuppos'd 
if I may ſo ſpeak) to wear their travelling 


* 


loths, and ſtood as much to our Frail- 
ty in the Form, as the Region, they ap- 
pear to us in, do, in ſpite of that dark- 


41 8 Condeſcention, ſo much Tranſcend 


that 


| ate) when they went to pray, to 
veil their heads and faces, (though naw 
L have in their Synagogue ſeen them onl 


all « 2 here on Earth, that the Scrip- 
ture often mentions, that even thoſe that 
aſpir d to imitate their Virtues, were 


confounded at their Preſence: And if, in 
this veiling Habit, they appear ſo glorious 
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chat their 'thus diſadvantaged Beauty is 


made the Complement and Hyperbole 

of that Quality; what may we, or rather 
what may we not conclude of God him- 

Pla: 94:9. ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays, He that 
planted the Ear, ſpall he not hear? he that for- 


med the Eye, ſball he not ſee? That is, he that 


imparts a Faculty, or an Excellence to the 
Creature, ſhall not he himſelf much more 
eminently poſſeſs it? and in effect, the 
moſt unblemiſhed Created Beauties are but 
faint Shadows, (or trulier, Foils) of His. 
oſe drops of Prettineſs, ſcatteri ly 
rinkled amongſt the Creatures, were de- 
ſign'd to Defecate and Exalt our Como. 
ions, not to Inyeigle or Detain our Paſſi- 
ons; for, God did ne er intend them to ter- 
minate our Love, but only by our Eyes to 
exalt our Faith above them, and by the 
Beauties our ſi ight can apprehend, to raiſe us 
to a confidence, that there is in their Au- 
thor ory Tae we Ss fey Oha com- 
bane ike 4 ariots, 
r they be dure aa vrigh and confift | 
bee: the nobleſt and gloriouſeſt Materials, 
they are meant by God but to carry us up 
Gen. 24. to Him. And as e Patriarch s Stewart Was 
6 an u 8 
to court Reheces, not for himſelf, t for 
Iſaac s 
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Iſaur; ſo all the Lovelineſs imparted to 
the Creature is lent it, but to give us ſome 
more large Conceptions of that vaſt Con- 
fluence and Immenſity that exuberates in 
| God. To make the righteſt uſe of fa- 
ar- ding Beauties, you muſt conſider God 
at and them, as you were wont to do your 
he Miſtreſs's Picture, and its Cryſtal Cover: 
re Where, though that native Glaſs 1 
he 
ut 


Pure and Lovely, and very richly edg d, 
to gaze on it was not the chiefeſt bu- 


is. ineſs of your wp nor did you in it ter- 
ly . minate your fight, but greedily look 
e- through — beyond it, upon the adored 
* Image that ſolid Veil betray d. Methinks Se- 
2 raphick and our — Lovers behold 
* exterior Beauties with a difference reſem. 


bling that wherewith Children and Aſtros: 


member I ſaw at Florence, he merrily boaſt- 
ed that he had, Trouato la Corte 4 Gioue) 
which the one prizes moſt. for what they 
pear; the other for what they diſcover. 
For Children contenting themſelves to 
vonder at the length, and fall in love with 
the Workmanſup and Gildings of che 
Tube, do thus but gaze upon them; where- 
as. « Altronomers: look through * and 
4 | 1carce 


nomers conſider Galileo's Optick Glaſſes, „ 
(with one of which Tele/topzoes, that I re- 3%; 
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ſcarce taking notice of the * Orn * 


ments, or the Shape, employ them to find 


out unknown Lights in the Sky, and to 
dieſcry in Heaven —— Stars, unſeen be- 


fore, and other Cœleſtial Novelties and 


I deny not, Lindamor, that God has been 


pleas d to adorn ſome of his Creatures 


with Hints and Impreſſes, as well of his 
Lovelineſs as his other Excellencies; but 
they do much more faintly and imper- 
fectly reſemble him, than the counterfeit 
Sun we ſee ſometimes in a Cloud emu- 


lates the true one, by whoſe refracted and 


Reflected Beams, ſome accute modern Na- 
turaliſts ſuppoſe it to be produc'd. For tho? 
this Derivative Sun- ſhine with a not- incon- 
ſiderable Luſtre, comparatively to the reſt 
of the dark Cloud enobles it, yet is it not 
only as much inferior to the true Sun in 
Brightneſs, as in height; but it enjoys 
alone a precarious, dependent, and almoſt 


momentary Being, which often it loſes 


in a very ſhort time, and never attains to 
pre ſerve a very long one. And therefore 


to neglect that ſupream Reſplendeney 
that ſhines in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
ſentations of it, that we ſo doat on in the 
Creature, is as prepoſterous and ab. 


ſurd, 


PM kak. 


7 OST? 


| were privileg'd to diſcern | otherwiſe in- 


the Prophet, How great is his Goodneſs, and Tack. g: 


and ſome odd Centuries of Years, (efflux d 


Lo velineſs (which is ſuch, that the Eternal 
Fruition of himſelf creates evenhis Fel * 
Je 


. 
light all its Partakers, the knowingft Artiſts 
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ſurd, as it were for a Perſian to offer his 


Sacrifice to a Parhelion (as the Greeks call 

that Meteor) inſtead of adoring the Sun. 

And certainly, Lindamor, if our dim 

Sight, like that of the Prophet's Servant, 
who ſaw the Mountains near Dothan co- + Kizg. 6. 
vered with Horſes and Chariots of Fire, 7 


viſable Objects; our raviſh'd Eyes would 
behold Lovelineſs enough in God, to make 
us inceſſantly exclaim in the Language of 


how great is his Beauty! Agreeable where- 7 · 
unto we may obſerve, that as the Load- 
ſtone doth attract moſt powerfully the 
brighteſt Needles, made of the pureſt Steel, 
thoſe that moſt approach it; ſo Angels, 
who, of all Created Beings, enjoy the un- 
cloudedſt Light, and the moſt clear Know- 
ledge of their Maker, do love him with a 
Conſtancy ſo fix d, that in five thouſand 


ſince the Creation) they could never ſec 
any thing, either in God, or out of him, ca- 
pable to ſeduce them to a Change. God's 


is like rare Muſick, which tho' it do 
ſtill 


oo 
<a 
* 
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fill do highlieſt value, ànd are moſt ra. 
viſh'd with the Tranſportò it ꝓroduceth, 
being proportionꝰd to the degrees of tlie 
skilfulneſs of its Admirers. The Apoſtate 
Spirits indeed deſerted their firſt Station, 
not frighted thence by any Blemiſh theyde- 
ſctyid in God but probably fell by a ſawey 
affeckation of a Parity, and (as Divines tell 
us) a Sacrilegious piring to Perfectionis, 
which they were criminally unable tobe 
Hold. without wiſhing them their own. And 
or their preſent ſeparation from God, litis 
their Curſe and Puniſhment. And I ſhalb in- 
genubuſly confeſs to you, Lindamor, that by 
the ad vantageous Ideas I entertaind of 
God's Perfe&ions, I have been ſometimes 
 Incliti'd co think, that the reaſon why God 
Exod. 33. tElls Moſes, Thow'canſt-not ſee my Faces for 
2: *" there ſhallno Man ſee ine and live, might be, 
that (as tranſcendent Objects deſtroy the 
Senſe) ſo lovely and glorious a ſight (whoſe 
continuance hall make our Happineſs in 
Heaven) would let in Joys, and would 
crete Defires, too mighty for frail Mortali- 
ty toſuſtain. The rayiſh'd Soul beingſhewn 
ch Game as that, would hate ſo eager- 
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| Seraphick Loe. 6a 
and the glad Heart (too narrow a Recep- 
tacle for ſo much Joy) to make room for 
wah Gueſts, would ſtretch unto. a Rupture. 
Lon in or Joy, have ſometimes ſingly 

A d Degrees that have made them Fa- 
And why then ſhould their Union in 
doch extremes be thou I uncapable of 
producing · the like effeck? Nor is it per- 
chance more a privilege of the next Life, 
that we ſhall then ſee God, than that we 
ſhall ſurvive that Glorious Sight; which is 
too dazling an Object for mortal Eyes, till 


6 to uſe St. Paut's Expreſſion) our mortaiſhall. c 1 Cor; 1. 


ave put on immortality. But I muſt no 


longer loſe my ſelf ina Theme, on which it 


is ſo eaſie to ſpeak Much, and ſo impoſſible 
to ſay Enough. IfI be not very much mi- 
taken, they areſo, who preſume to give us 
ſatis factory Definitions of God's Nature, 
which we may perhaps more ſafely Define 
by the Impoſſibility of its being accurately 
Defined. And I muſt conſeſs, I do the leaſt 
expect the beſt Deſcription of the Divine 
Nature, from thoſe that are moſt forward 
to take upon them to Explicate it. For our 
Words * but the Repreſentations of our 
Notions, and they being neceſſary finite, as 
our Being; few Menare(methinks) more 
likely to be miſtaken in the N ature of what's 
infinite, 


Acta. a2 
. 


S8.ͤtrapbiel Lone. 
Infinite, (and conſequently of God's Attri- 
butes) than thoſe that think mee 
can comprize it. Nor will an Aſſi 
and Conſtancy of our Speculations herein 


telieve us, for too fix*d a Contemplation of 


God's Eſſence does but the more confound 


us. As I remember, St. Paul tells the Jews, 


that he could not ſee for the Glory of that 


* Light, thatſhonefrom Heaven about him at 


his Converſion. And this the famous Simoni- 
des experimentally found, who being ask d 
what God was, took a day's time to conſider 
of it; after, being call'd upon for his An- 
ſwer, he deſir'd two days longer to think 
upon it; and when they were expir d, de- 
manded four days longer; and ſo continu d 

a great while, each time encreaſing his de- 
mands for Reſpite; till, being preſt to give 
an Account of ſuch a dilatory way of pro- 
ceeding, he ingenuouſly aknowledg'd that 
the longer he conſider'd God's Nature the 
leſs he comprehended it. And indeed, Expe- 
rience teacheth us, that they that gaze ſted- 


faſtlieſt on the noondays Sun can leaſt of 


all diſcern what it is, being rather Dazl'd than 
Inſtructed by ſo confounding an Object. 
Nor is it only, Lindamor, a Task of too great 
difficulty for a meer Man perfectly to expli- 
cate that Incomprehenfible Nature of God, 


duity 


; A 
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to which nothing but his own Infinite Un- 

derſtanding can be adæquate: But, me- 

thinks, even to celebrate God's Perfections 

in cannot be ſoberly attempted without a very 

of deep ſenſe of a Man's own Unworthineſs 

d andincapacity: For, the ſame Excellencies: + 

s, that furniſh us with Praiſes, do tranſcend. ' 

af them. And the fruitfulneſs of the Subject 

at may as well deter, as invite our Pens; ſince 

= as we are ſure we ſhall not want Theme, ſo” 

'd we are certain we cannot Dignifie it. And 

er for my part, Lindamor, though my Subject 

nN- exacted of me the Praiſes I have endeavour- 

IK ed to aſcribe to God, yet I ſhould have 

e- thought it requiſite rather to decline the 

d Laws of Method, than be reduc'd to dero- 

e- gate from what I would extol, if the neceſſity 

ve of detracting from God's Perfections were 

O- not equal to that of mentioning them; and 

at if that neceſſity were not as Glorious to 

ne God, as greater Praiſes than we are able 

e- to aſeribe him, could be. But, Lindamor, ha- 1 

4 ving thus done right to my Method, though 

of I cuId not tomy Theme, Iſhall only invite 

m you to imitate with me thoſe Perſians, that 

2 adored the Sun, though the Light he lent 

at them ſervd but to make the Source of 4 

i- it admired, and not to pry into his ab- 9 
ruce Eſſence with i 2 I * e 
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ſay — more concerning God's Fer- 
OE, I muſt henceforth think Silence 


our Wonder: And ſure, Wonder is never 
more ſeaſonable than when Sed. is the 
Object; a proſtrate Veneration 


prehenſible. 
HFaving thus conſidered, inde, how 
fit an Object God is of our higheſt Love, 
for what he is in himſelf; let us now 
proceed to derive further proofs of the 
ſame Truth, from what he is to us, (thac 
your Gratitude may contend with 
Reaſon, which ſhall moſt heighten. your 


Devotion; and we ſhall find in the 


Vaſtneſs, reeneſa, Diſ-intereſtneſs, Con- 
ftancy, and Advantageouſneſs of his oo 
to us, that more than all the Love we 
can pay him, were but a liedle n. of 
what we owe him. 

But fot che firſt Attribute: we hays at. 
ſign'd his Love, (the Greatneſs of it) it 
being a general Property, diffuſed through 
all the reſt, and conſpicuous in them, it 
res now to be treated of apart. 
We ſhall'chen proceed to the F recncſs 

or Unmeritedneſs of God's love; ag — 


| he propereſt Language I can now em- 
* for tis Silence that beſt expreſſes 


the i 
ſafeſt . — of him that 1 is incom- 
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conſider, that we fo 7008 could at firſt 


deſerve his Love; that he loy'd us even 


before we had à Being; and our Felici- 


ry in his d z preceded our Exiſtence 
in this World. God 1ov'd you numerous 
Ages before you were; and his Goodneſs 
is ſo entirely its own Motive, that even 


your Creation (ſince when alone you can 


tend to merit his Love) is the effect of 


it. This benefit alone were ſufficient to ren- 
der God the Object of our Love, thou 

ve were that of his Averſion. For (as t 
Perſians ador d the Sun evenwhen it ſcorch d 
them) we eſteem our ſelves obliged to love 


and honour our Parents in ſpight of their 


being wieked and unkind, though they be 
but God's Inſtrument in our Production, 
and made us what we were born, not arbi- 
trarily, but in vertue of his Ordination. 


But God, to confer on us, in the moſt encel- 
lent and endearing manner, the Bleſſing 


promis'd to his Ancient People, when he 


vouchſafed to aſſure them, that be would Hol. TTY 


love them freely, was pleaſed to love us not 


when we were not at all, but when we 


"2 were his Enemies, If when we were Enemies kom. g. % 
* 0. aith St. Pas 


We were unto God 
Ar Jon, & c. Our Inexiſtence 
F 2 indeed 


y the death o 
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indeed was a condition, wherein nothing 
in us was capable of being a Motive of 
God's Love; but our Enmity (proceeded 
further, and made us worthy of his Dete- 
ſtation; as if his Love were nothing unleſs 
it yvanquiſh'd Obſtacles, as well as wanted 
Motives. This gave the Apoſtle a juſt cauſe 
Rom. 5.8. to ſay, that God Commendeth his love towards 
us, in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt 
died for us: That is, when we wanted all Mo- 
tives to invite his Love, unleſs our very want 
of them ſhould paſs for one. And how did 
God expreſs his Love unto us? even by the 
gilt of the Son of his Love; For God ſo loved. 
Phil. 2- 6 re World, (lays the Divine Token of his 
* Love) that he gave his only begotten Son. 
And how did that Son love it? He (lays 
the Apoſtle) being in the formof God, thought T 
it no Robery.to be equal with God; but made i 
[| himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the 
| form of a Servant, and was made in the like- 
neſs of men. And being found in faſhion as a 
man, he humbled himſelf, and vecame obedient 
unto death, eventhe death of the Croſs. That 
is, That he would love at no leſs Rate 
than Death; and from the ſuper- eminent 
- height of Glory, ſtoop'd and abas d him- 
ſelf to the ſufferance of the extreameſt of 
J ndigꝑnities, and ſunk himſelf to the bot- 
tom 


non 
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4 tom of Abjectedneſs, to exalt our Condi- 
f tion to the contrary Extreme. He was 16 53. 3 
d wounded for our tranſpreſſion, he was bruiſea 
- For our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
5 was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are 
d healed, ſays the Prophet. For ye know the grace : cor. S. a. 
e of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though hewas 
2 rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that ye 
6 through his poverty might be made rich, ſays 
J- the Apoſtle. Men having diſpleaſed God, 
IC and conſequently forfeited all Right and 
d Natural Poffibility to Happineſs; even 
ie whilſt they compleated the Forlorneſs of 
4 their Condition, by the Lethargy of not being 
is ſenſible of it, and were as careleſs to Seek 
. means of Recovery, as they had been unable 
to Deviſe them of themſelves: Even then, his 
2 reſtleſs Love would never be at quiet, till 
1e it had ſet his Omniſcience on work, to 
Je contrive Expedients, and find ouc a way to 
6 reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
4 conciling Sinners to Himſelf. And this 
25 merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
at his Son, he proſecuted in a way ſo wor- 
e czy of himſelf, | and ſo advantageous to 
it us, that our juſt Wonder at it may keep 
— us from having any, to find that, as St. Peter 
pf informs us, the very Angels (prompted 
m n 3 ardently 


z eg Al — 
1 


1 

1 pet. i. 12. 
Nat. 23-7. 
Joh. 10. 30. 
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ardently defire' to look into thoſe Divine My- 


ſteries. I find it botly diſputed amongſt 


Divines, (not only betwixt the Socinians 
and the Orthodox, but betwixt Orthodox 
and Orthodox) whether or no God could, 


without violating his Juſtice, have deviſed 


any other Courle for the Expiation of Sin, 


than the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt. But, 


without venturing to determine, whether 


or no God could, to redeem us, have cho- 
ſen any other way; we may ſafely think, 
that he has choſen the moſt obliging and 
moſt endearing way; diſplaying in this 
Divine Manner of reſcuing us, the ſevereſt 
Juſtice, and the higheſt Mercy; the great- 


eſt Hatred of Sin, and the greateſt Love 


to Sinners: Since by thoſe uncqualPd and 
unvaluable Sufferings, to which he delivered 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 
bim, that he truly ſaid, andthe Father are 


one, he at once manifeſted both how 


"ance of it) and how much he lov'd Sin- 
ners, by giving up what he ſo Toy'd 
for a Ranſom of thoſe that were guilty of 

what he ſo hated. And therefore our Sa- 
. „„ TE by 1 5 {+ viour, 
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much he hated. Sin, which he ſo heavily 


puniſh'd in the Perſon he moſt Loy'd; 
(though that Surety but adopted it, to 


tree Men from the inſupportable Venge- 


" # 


KKS rr 
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once wide 


viour, thoug h by did ſach great things to 
ſatisſie the aeg and contumacious 
Zews of his being their promis d Melſfah, 
would not decline Death to convince them: 
And, though he had not ſeldom done ſo 
much to make himſelf che Object of their 


Faith, would not be invited from the Croſs, 


though the Chief Prieſts and Scribes them- 
ſelves faid at his Crucifixion, Let him nod Mat. 23: 7; | 
come down from the Croſs, and we will be- 
lie ve ow him. And Chriſt, to convince 
the. World of their unableneſs 2 emerge 
and recover out of that deep Aby ſo where. 
in the Load of Sin (which in che Seripture is 
called a weight] had precipitated Fall n 
Man, came not into the World until well 


nigh 4000 Years, of Sickneſs had made the 
Dileaſe. d deſperate, and the Cure almoſt 


hopeleſs... So inyeterate an Opſtinacy at 
the Diſtance betwixe God 
proclaiming the latter's Diſa- 


and Man, ar 


dility to find, by his own Wiſdom, Expedi- 


ents of Re- Union, Thus Chriſt heal d and mar. 9. 32. 
diſpoſſeſsꝰd a dumb anne, who vas able 
to make Entreaties but by thediſability 06 ----. - / 
pronouncing — might truly fax 


de che Hons Wotld, 7 am ” of them, 6.1. 
-#har ſaug ht me not. And when gur Saviour 
vas come into b the: wretched. World, of 
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all the numerous Miracles recorded in the 
Goſpel, he ſcarce did any for his own pri- 
vate Relief. And to ſhew, that as he endu- 
red his Sorrows for our ſakes, that by his 
14% 3. 5. Aripes we might behealed, ſo were the Joys 
he taſted in relation tous. We readnot( which 
is highly obſervable) in the whole Goſpel, 
that ever herejoyc'd but once, and that was, 
when his return'd Diſciples inform'd him, 
that they victoriouſly chas d Devils and Di- 
Luk, 10.ſtaſes out of oppreſſed Mortals, and that by 
his Authority Men had been diſpoſſeſs'd of 
both the: Temper and Puniſhment of Sin. 


He convers'd among his Contemporaries ti 
with Virtues, as well atteſting what he I 
was, as Prophecies or Miracles could b 
do; and to teach Man, how much he n 


valu'd him above thoſe Creatures that 

Man makes his Idols, he often altered and 

ſuſpended the Courſe of Nature for Man's 

Inſttuction. or his Relief, and revets d the 

| Tau eſtabliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage 
Men to obey thoſe of God, by do 

Miracles ſo numerous and 7 eat, that the 

Mar. as. ac Te Unbelief lmoſt counted One. 

'Yetwherethoſe gr ron wraught for aGe- 

. Mat; 3. 1 neration that aſcrib'd them to the Devil, 

and retur d them with ſo cxemplifi'd an 

in 9 'that*ris not the leaſt of his 

5 - 1. Wonders, 
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Wonders, that he would vouchſafe to work 
any of them for ſuch blaſphemous Wretch- 


es; who were indeed, as ſome of the latter 


Jews have too truly ſtyl'd themſclves, in 
relation to their Fathers, Chomets ben ya-.H 
yin, Vinegar the Child of Wine, a moſt de- 
generate Off- ſpring of Holy Progenitors. 


He ſuffer d ſo much for them, that made 
him do ſo, that he ſuffer'd the addition of 


Miſery of being thought to ſuffer deſerved- 
ly; And he was numbred with the Tranſ* Iſa. 33. 1. 
greſſors. And though he liv'd as much a 


Miracle as any he did, yet did his Condi- 


tion ſometimes appear ſo deſpicable and for- 
lorn, that Men could not know his Deity 


but by his Goodneſs, which was ſo infinite 


not to belong incommunicably to God. 
And though twere once a Saying of our Sa- 


viour, Greater Love hath noMan than this, John 15. 
that 4 Man lay dotun his life for his friends ; '* 


yet is not what is ſaid of the Love here 
mention d, to be underſtood indefinitely, 


or generally conſider'd, but only of the 


ſingle Acts and Expreſſions of a Man's Love 
to his Friends compar'd betwixt themſelves. 
And ſo the alledg'd Paſſage ſeems to mean 
but this, That among the ſingle Acts of 
Kindneſs to a Man's Friends, there is not 


any one more highly expreſſive of a real 


and 
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; Life, his Fortune alſo, his Children or his 


he came to la 
Enemies, 


5 Seraphick Love. | 
and ſincere Love, than to part with ones 


Liſe for their ſakes. This Text therefore 


would not be indefinitely apply'd to the 


Affection of Love it ſelf, as if it could not 


poſſibly be greater than is requiſite to make 
a Man content, or willing to die for his 
Friends : For he that ſacrifices beſides his 


Reputation, does thereby expreſs more 
Love to them, than he could do by parting 
with his Life only for them. And he that 


is forward to die for thoſe that hate him, 


or at leaſt, know him not, diſcloſes a mort 
plentiful and exuberant ſtock of Love, than 
he that does the ſame kindneſs but for thoſe 
that love him. And thus our Saviour 
would be underſtood, unleſs we would fay, 
that he out-prattis'd what he taught; for 
ay down his Life, even for his 
22 2 kind hy e i 
whoſe Heal /Qunds weep Severei 

Balm to — that made them (644. 
fus'd not to die for thoſe that kill'd him, 


and ſhed his Blood for ſome of thoſe that 
ſpilt it. And ſo little was his injur d Love 


to the ungrateful World diſcourag d or im- 


pair d by the Savage Entertainment he met 


with in it, that, after he lad ſuffer d from 
wretched Men (for whoſe fakes he left Hea- 


ven 
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ven to become capable of ſuffering) ſuch 
barbarous Indignities as might have made 
bare Puniſhments appear Mercy, and even 
Cruelty it ſelf ſeem no more than Juſtice; 
when, I ſay, to hope for ſo much as his 
Pardon were Preſumption, he was pleas'd 
to create Confidence of no leſs than his 
Love, a Virtue. Nor think it, Lindamor, 
impertinent to our preſent Theme, that I 
inſiſt ſo much on what Chriſt has done and 
ſuffer d for us, ſince bath he himſelf informs 


us, that He and his Father are one: And Jobs 1. 
ſome of the Texts already mention d have 30, % 


that while we were yet Sinners Chriſt died for. 

ur. Whereforel ſhall without ſcruple pro- 
ceed to obſerve to you, that ſo free is Chriſt's 
Dilection, that the grand Condition of our 
Felicity is our Belief that he is diſpoſed to 
make us happy; on terms not only ſo ho- 
nourable to him, but ſo advantageous to us, 
that I was about to ſay, that poſſibly Faith 
it ſelf would ſcarce be exacted as requiſite 


to our Happineſs, but that the Condition 


does encreaſe the Benefit, by youckſafing 
us bold and early Anticipations of it: For, 
© 1 a | 5 = CEN | UE OY Faith 
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Heb. 11. 1. Faith being (as the Apoſtle terms it) the 
ſubſtance of things hoped. for, and evidence 

(or conviction) of things not ſeen, wafts 

our Joys to this ſide ot the Grave, bows 
Heaven down to us, till our freed Spirits 

can ſoar up to Heaven; and does us ſuch a 
Service, as the ee Spies did to their 
Country-men, by bringing them over to 
Numb-13. this ſide Jordan into the Wilderneſs, ſome 
vf the pleaſant and delicious Fruits of the 
bleſt Land of Promiſe. I ſaid, Lindamor, 

that Faith was the grand Condition requi- 

red in God's free Grant of Eternal Life. 

Not that I would aſcribe any thing to a La- 

2y, Speculative, and Barren Faith, in oppo- 


ſition to that lively and active one, which 


is called by the Apoſtle, ie ayemns ep 
Gal. 5. 26. Yeung Faith operating by Love; ſince I 
am inform'd by St. James, that the Divorce 
Jam. 2.6. of Faith and Works is as deftructive to Re- 
ligion, as that of Soul and Body is to Life; 
but that I was willing to mind you, that 
though true Faith (which cries like Rachel, 


Gen. 30. Eiut me Children or elſe Idie) be ever the 
pregnant Mother of good Works, yet are 


not thoſe Works the Cauſe, but the Effects 
and Signs of God's firſt Love to Men (how- 
ever afterward the Children may Nurſe 
their Parents; ) as, though the Needle's 


OS. rear. cnc 2 


becauſe that we are good 
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pointing at the Poles be, by being an Effect, 
an Argument of its having been invigora- 
ted by the Loadſtone, or received Influence 
from ſome other Magnetick Body; yet is 


not that Reſpect unto the North the Cauſe, 
but the Operation of the Iron's being drawn 


by the attractive Mineral. Thou art good Phal i 19. 
and doſt good, ſays the Plalmiſt to his Maker: ©* 
The greatneſs of his Goodneſs is that which 


makes it ours; nor doth He do us good, 
| d, but becauſe He 
is liberally ſoz as the Sun ſhines on Dung- 
hils, not out of any Invitation his Beams 


find there, but becauſe it is his Nature to | 


be diffuſive of his Light, Yet with this 
difference, that whereas the Sun's Bounty, 
by being rather an Advantage to us than a 

avour, deſerves our Joy and not our 
Thanks, becauſe his Viſits are made de- 
ſignleſly, and without any particular inten- 
tion of addreſs (by ſuch a bare Neceſlity 
of Nature, as that which makes Springs 
flow out into Streams, when their Beds are 
too narrow to contain the renew'd Water 
that doth inceſſantly ſwell the exuberant 
Sources; ) God on the contrary 


ing neceſſarily kind, is not leſs freely or 
obligingly ſo, to You or Me; for, tho 
ſome kind of Communicativeneſs be 

Eſſential 


, for be- 
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| Effential to his Goodneſs, yet his Exten · 


ſion of it without himſelf, and his Vouch- 


to the numberleſs 


0 chem — to Moſes, calls them, Thy 


_ ſafing it to this or that particular Perſon, 


are purely gd 10 omit his Love 

lect Angels; the ſtrict 
Relations betwixt the elo of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, ſupplying God with Internal Ob- 
jects, which imploy'd his Kindneſs before 
the Creation, and Himſelf being able to 
allow his Goodneſs the Extent of Infinity 


for its Diffuſion. But (having glanc'd at 


this only by the by ) we may yet further 


admiringly obſerve, That whereas Men 


uſually give freelieſt where they have not 
given before, and make it both the Motive 


and the Excuſe of their deſiſtance from gi- 


ving before, That they have given already: 
God's Bounty hath a vor different 3 
for he uſes to give, becauſe he hath 


and that he may give. Conſonantly og 


which, when the reyolting 1/Faetires had 
broken the Contents, whilſt Moſes was 

ing them the Tables of the LAW, and 
had thereby proyok'd the Incenfed Giver of 


it to the thoughts of a ſudden Extirpation 
| . ſo Ingrateful and Rebellious a People; we 


22 That, whereas God, as un- 
ling to remember his former Goodneſs 


People 


„ r. cu mnt ft cm; = kay ess 


ee Hows: 


people which thou broug hteſt out — the Land” Exod, 32. 

Egypt: Moſes, onthe other ſide, to en- 
gage God to the new Mercy of a Pardon, re- 
preſents to God his former Mercy to them, 
and calls them God's people, which He brought verſe 1. 
forth out of the Land of Agypt, with great 
potyer and with amighty hand. And ſo con- 
ous in the Eternal Son was this Pro- 
perty of the Merciful Father, that when ſick 
Lezarus's Siſters implor'd his Reſcue for 
cheir PONG Ron the Motive they em- 
ploy, and which proſper'd their Addreſſes, 
was, Lord, behold, (not, he who loveth John 11.3. 
thee, _ be whom thou loveſt, is ſick. 

And as he takes the firſt Inducements of his 
Bounty from Himſelf, ſo do his former Fa» 
vours both invite and give Rates to his ſuc- 
ceeding Bleſſings. And there is reaſon for 
it: For his pure Love being all the Merit, 
by which Man can pretend to the Effects of 

his Bounty; it is but juſt, that the Degree 
of his Love khould proportion thoſe Fayours 
which tis our only Title to; and that God's _ 
Liberality ſnould as well afford Meaſures as 
Motives to it ſelf. 

Nor is God's Love leſs Diũntereſrd than 618. % 
Free. His grand Deſign upon us is but to 
make us Inſtruments and Partakers of his 
—.— and to en us to deverlaſting Hap- 

+ pineſs, 
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pineſs, by a Way that does as well clevate 


As, if but comply'd with, does here, as the 
Col. 1.412: Apoſtle ſpeaks, His ur for the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light ; We being made (as 


Nature, having eſcaped the corruption that 


things, wherein the nobleſt of the Philoſo- 
phers plac'd their Felicity, ſerve but to qua · 
like and prepare Chriſtians for that Higher 
Bleſſedneſs that is reſery'd by God for thoſe 
that love him; and cannot but be height- 
ned and endearꝰ d by the Value, which Graces 
and Virtues had given Men on Earth, for 


neſs, as is apportion'd to them in Heaven. 
What cnds can he have upon us, whoſe 
Goodneſs and his Bleſſedneſs are both Infi- 
nite? He was unconceivably Happy (in 
his own Self-ſufficiency) before the Crea- 
tures had a Being; — ſure that Felicity 
r ſelves to be Supreme, 
Emolumenti, ar nofirs quidquam needs nothing that th 
caus ã gerert . eee 5 
In digence that forcd him 
to make the World, thereby to make new 
10 3 Acqui- 


and dignifie our Nature, as the Condition 
reſerv d for us will. His Method of ſaving 


a pet. 1. 4. St. Peter ſpeaks) Partakers of the Divine 
i in the World through Luſt. So that thoſe 


ſuch a Noble and Rational kind of Happi- 


that needed not Them- 


cret. engen, , can doi! Nor was it his 
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him to manifeſt, and to impart his Glory; 
and the Goods which he ſo overflowingly 
abounds with. Witneſs his Suſpenſion of the 


World's Creation, which certainly had had 
| an carlier Date, were the Deity capable of 


Want, and the Creatures of Supplying it. 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Timothy, ſtiles God 


Acquiſitions, but his Goodneſs that preſs'd 


981 


Maxæe , which we Tranſlate, The bleſſed 1 Tim. i: 
God; but may perhaps more properly be rcen- 


der d the happy God: And elſewhere in the 


fame Epiſtle he truly calls him The Happy, 1 Tim. 6. 
as well as Only Potentate. God (lays the 
Apoftle) that made the world, and allthings ads 27. 
therein, ſeeing that he is Lord of Heaven 2425: 26: 


| and Earth, dwelleth not, &c. As the' He 
needed any thing, ſeeing that He giveth to 
all Life and Breuth, and all things. And, 


In Him we live, and move, and have our 


being. And indeed ſo coherent in the Mind 
of a meer Man, that does but conſider 
and underſtand the Import of his own 
Notions, is the belief of God's Happineſs 
to that of his Being; that I remember che 


Epicurean Lucretius himſelf, even in that 


_ Inipious Paſſage, where he denics Divine 
Providence; and in a ſeeming, but inju- 
rious Compliment, would, under the pre- 
tence of eaſing God of it, deprive _ 


% ³æSresraphici Lowe. 
of the Government of the World; does 
yet confeſs, that the Divine Nature muſt 
neceflarily en o7 a Supreme and Endleſs 
Tranquility; 12 (to bring this to our 
pPreſent purpoſe) that {5 | 


———Prevata dolore omni, * periclis; 
2 ſuis pollens apibus, nihil indie . 


| Whereby he acknowledges, 


That from all Gricfs and Dangers of 
them freed, | 
"Rich in it ſelf, it has of us no need. 


Or, if you will have him ſpeak of the Gods 
in the Plural, like a Heat] Poet, that 


Far above Griefi and Dangers, thoſe bleſt 
| Powers, - 

Nich in their N. ative Goods, need none 
of ours. 


Pal. 24 1. A much Nobler Poet tells us, That the 
Earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs there 

the Warld, and they that dwell therein. 

Pror, 26. greeably ' whereuato, that Great. God. chat 

1% formed all things, (as in our Tranſlation 

che Scripture calls 1 ſays in _ 255 


Sy 


CE aA_r@CrSraOonTMCew ff ©E=ax wu. a mes , ms ot. acttwtride 


V 


F 


1 
4 


RNB ATN 


Br—eraphict Love. | N-- 
Pſalms, FI were hungry, I would nor tell pa, 56. 


' Zhee, for the world is mine, and the fulteſs 12. 


thereof. His Ubiquity excludes all wiſhes 
of Remove, by making his Eſſence uncapa- 
ble of excluſion; for, Whither ſhould he de- 
ſire to tranſport himſelf that is every where, 
and can with himſelf in no place where he is 
not already? his Sufficiency is ſuch, that he 
can ſee no Goods, but what he gives or hath, 
— rather both beſtows and 2 his 

lenty being ſo unexhauſted a Spring of 
Goods, that his Liberality does leſs impo- 
veriſh God, than the Sun's Light does him; 
or imparted Knowledgeimpairs the Teach- 
er's Stock. And therefore, tho? St. James 
doth yery juſtly call God T he Father of Jam. 1.1. 
Lights, who is the beſtower of every good 
and every perfect Giſt; yet the Friend of ham. 2.2: 
God, (as the Scripturecalls Abraham) and 
that Royal Prieſt, (whom the Writer to 
the Hebrews teaches us to have been fo Heb-7: per 
illuſtrious a Type of Him, whom he calls, 
The High Prieſt of our Profeſſion) do both Heb. 3-1; 
of them in the ſame Chapter ſtile, him, The Gen. 14. 


. Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth No, no, **** 


God needs not beg from, nor covet in the 


Creatures ſhallow Streams, thoſe Goods, of 


which he not only hath, but is the Source. 


Our greateſt Services to our Creator muſt be 


G 2 to 
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to diſcharge our ſelves, not to advantage 
bim, nor as thinking to add any thing to a | 
Felicity which were not infinite, could it 

admit encixaſe. Our higheſt Performances, 

tho' they be Dues, amount not unto Tri- 
butes, but are rather like thofe Pepper-corns 

of Rent which Free-holders pay, not with 
hope or with intent to enrich their Land- 

lord, but to acknowledge that they hold 

all from him. When we admire the Sun, 

our ſeeing of his Light doth not increaſe it, 

it makes it not greater, but only it makes it 

ours; and when we turn away, or ſhut our 

Eyes, that glorious Planet ſuffers no Eclipſe, 

and is not at all darkned or impair d, nor 

doth He thereby loſe his Light, but We: 

Ih! be eaſineſs of the Application requires, and 
Job 3g. 6 Excuſes its Omiſſion, I thou ſinneſi (ſays 

7-8 Elihu in Job) what doſt thou againſt him? 

if thou be righteous, what gi veſt thou him; 

or what receiveth he of thine hand? Thy 
wickedneſs may hurt a Man as thou art, and 

thy righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man. 

In effect, the Wicked's Spite againſt God is 

but like a Mad-Man's running his Head a- 

ainſt the Wall, that leaves the Wall unſha- 

ken, but daſhes his own Brains out. God 

1 Tim. 6. inhabits a Felicity (as well as Light) inac- 

36 ceſſibleto all inferior Attempts; His Sove- 
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reign Tranquility is ſo ſublimely plac'd, that 


tis above the reach of all diſquieting Impreſ- 


fions; and, like the Stars, that feel not the 
Diſeaſes their inauſpicious Influence produ- 
ces, he doth not reſent the Torments he in- 
flicts. God's Juſtice is not leſs eſſential co him 
than his Mercy; witneſs that (thenumbers 
of the Saints and the Reprobate conſider d) 
thouſands fall Sacrifices to the ſeverer At- 


tribute, for one that proves capable of the 


milder. He ſaid, He would get himſelf ho- rod. 14. 


deſign'd their Ruin in the Red Sea: And 


nour upon Pharaoh andall his hoſt, when he 17. 18. 


Moſes ſaid, He hath triumphed gloriouſiy in Exad. 5. 7 


effecting it. And in Ezekzel he ſays, Behold, 


J am againſt thee, O Sidon, and I will be gk. +8: 
glorified in the midſt of thee, and they ſhall 2 


know that I am the Lord, when I ſhall have 
executed my judgments in her, and ſhall be 
ſanttified in her. Thus, when a flaſh of 
God's [ndignation (kindled by that range 
Fire they preſum'd to offer before him) bad 
blaſted the two preſumptuous Sons of Aa- 


# 


ron, God is ſaid to have been ſanttified in i. 
them that come nigh him, and to have been 
glorified before all the people; ſuch eminent 
and exemplary Inſtances of Severity, ma- 
nifeſting him to be ſo holy in his Laws, 
and ſo concern'd for them, that even the 


eV. 10. 3. 
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Migiſters. of his Altars ſhall not violate 

them with Impunity, but find Him (what 

Heb. 12+ the Writer to the Hebrews calls him) A con- 

* fuming fire; who will be Glorified before all 

| his People, either by the Obedience of thoſe 

that approach him, or by their Deſtruction. 

So to cyadence, that God can derive Satiſ- 

faction as well from the Exerciſe of pro- 

voked Juſtice, as from that of his provoked 

|  Mergy; the ſacred Orator uſes this remark- 

Deut. 18, able Antanaclaſis.: And it ſhall come topaſs, 

63 _ that, as the Lord re joyced over you to do you 

good, andmultiply you : ſo will the Lord re- 

— 5 gu gon to deſtroꝝ you, and bring you to 

Thus, tho? it be truly ſaid of God 

Lay: 3. the _ Feremiah, that he doth not 

* willingly,, nor grieve the Children of 

Aen. (And therefore the determined Con- 

1 ſump Ape” the whole Land, which our Bi- 
Ig. 28. 21. bles Engl, God's Hark, his ſtrange Work : 

other Tranſlators read; Opus alienum ſuum) 

Yet wheaithe Sins of incorrigible Offenders 

are grun to that provoking heighth, that 

his Mercy intercedes no more to avert or ſu- 

ſpendthe Inflictions of his Juſtice; then how 

much he. can ſatisfie himſelf in Deſtroying 

thoſe that would; not be Preſerved, may be 

guels!d. at by that fonmidable Expreſſion in 

rail : wheres A ore: tod what of 
voc 
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vock the ne abe Famine, and the Pe- 
ſtilence, ſhould make amongſt the intracta- 


ble and diſpers 'd Iſraelites, he adds, (as a 


kind of *Emwizio) Thus ſball mine anger be Exek. 


accompliſhed, and I will cauſemy fury to reſt 3.5. 
anum them, and I will be e Fhe 
— of the Damn'd as well found: 


forth his Praiſes, as do the Hallelujahs ofthe 


Saints, they both do ſing to him an everla- 
Canticle of Praiſe; only in this great 
Conſort of his whole intelligent Creation, 


the deſignleſſy contpiring Voices are as dif- 
fering as the Conditions of the reſpective 
Singers. Hell's Darkneſs doth as well con- 

tribute to Gods Glory, as Heaven's eternal 


Splendor: As Shadows judicionfly plae d, 


do no leſs praiſe the Painter, than do che 


liveliee and brighter Colours. Andas when 
the Earthdoth ſend black, noiſome, and ſul- 

hureous' Exhalations up toward the Sky, 
alas, they reach not Heaven, nor diſcom 
poſe the Spheres; but all the Storms and 


Fhunders chey produce fall on that Globe 


they came from, and there do all their Miſ- 
chief: So, the Wicked may wrong God in- 
deed; yer do they really harm but chemſelves 


5 By alb cheir greateſt Sins, which trouble him 
— but becauſe they neceſſitate him to 


them; for the Franſgreſſions ttiat do 
84 moſt 
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moſt provoke, God, do him not the leaft 
Harm. An Impioqs Perſon may (as Elihu 
lately inform'd us) hurt a Man as himſelf is, 
not that Supremely Bleſſed Deity; the Re- 


ſult of whoſe Infinite Perfections is a reſem- 
bling Happineſs, which is as inſeparable 


from him as his Eſſence. Our Offences may 
derogate from his Acceſſional Glory, not 
from his Eſſential Felicity; or rather, the 
moſt deſperate Sinners by their greateſt 
Crimes, can but change the Attribute they 
ſhould bring Honour to, and but oppoſe the 


Glorifying of his Goodneſs to occaſion the 


Glorifying of his Juſtice z ſince. he will be 
infallibly Glorify'd ſpon or late, either by 

Mens Actions, or their Sufferings; by their 
Practice of Duties, or Puniſhment for Sin. 
Thus you ſee how little God is beholden to 

you for your declining Hell: Nor will the 
Score be very much increas'd by your Ad- 

Jeb 22. dxeſſes and Attempts for Heaven. Can 4 
#3 Man (ſays Eliphas) be profitable unto Gad, 
434 he that is wiſe may be profitable unto him- 
ſelf ? Ts it anypleaſure tothe Almighty that 

thou art righteous? or is it gain unto him that 

thou makeſt thy ways perfect? Congruouſly 

Pl. 16 2. to which Senſe the Pſalmiſt ſays, My Good- 
ne s extendet h not to thee: The Fire that we 
Kindle en God's Alcars, heats and enlighre 
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ens us, but warms not Heaven at ſo diſtant 


2 remove, nor is wanted in the Sun's Reſi- 
dence. We have all the Redolence of the 
Perfumes and Incenſe we burn upon his Al- 


tars, the Smoak doth vaniſh e er it can reach 


the Sky, and whilſt tis undiſpers'd, but 
Clouds, and but obſcures it. Alas, our beſt 


Performances are as uſeleſs Services to God, 


as the Heir's bringing Wax to his departing 
Father is to him, which adds not any thing 


to the Rich Man's Store, and is by him deſir d 


and accepted, only to Seal away a Fortune 


to his Son. Tho therefore it be true, that God 
is pleas d with our Performances, yet is that 


Welcome he vouchſafes to give them, ſo far 


from enabling us by them to requite his 
Love, that it increaſes the unrequitedneſs of 
it; ſince he is delighted with them as they 
afford him juſt riſes to reward them. How 
far from Mercenary is then God's Bounty! 
ſince he accepts our Acknowledgments of 


his former Bleſſings (chiefly) to make them 


Opportunities of conferring freſh ones; as 


good old Iſaac deſir d his Son's Veniſon, ces. 25.4 


that from the reliſhing of that ſavory Meat 


he might take an opportunity to Bleſs him. 


And the better to diſcover how diſinte- 


reſs'd God's Favours are, let us further eon- 


ſider, how little they are requitable, for we 


ſcare remember to haue read the like in any 
Hiſtory) beſides a number ob all manner of 


1 Chron. 


29. 71, 16. 


Heaven knows, all that neither ;) — 


andthe Heads of the People 


ic nhe greatutſ q, ami the power, 


Seraphir ſ Lowe: 


cant ire him nothing but his own, 


the Will and Power to ſerve him are his, 
upon ſo juſt and many Scores, that we are 
unable to retribute, unleſs. we do reſtore; 
and all the Duties we can pay our Maker, 
are leſs properly Requitals than Reſtitutions. 


When David — his Officers had offer d 


towards the: Structure of that Magnificent 


Temple, which: they ſeem'ꝭd ambitious to 


make a Manſion inferior to Heaven only; 

The King himſelf gave Three thouſand: Ta- 
lents of Gold, and Seven of refin'd Silver, 
Five thouſand 
Talents ( beſides Ten thouſand Drachms) 
of Gold, Ten thouſand Talents of Silver, 


thouſand af Iron (a Freaſure of which I 


Precious: Stones, capable of hnpaveriſhing 
the very Indian: Fhey Perfumꝰ dl this: noble 
and uncquall/d Offeringwith a Solemn Con- 


faſſion, which. pertiapsin:Godis eſtremwas 


much more preciousthamin: Thine, O Lord, 
(ſays the Noxal Prophet in the name ofi all) 
and — for oth 2 

aud i he uictunn, andi fur 
9 24 tine — FA 
_ 


van 


Eighteen thouſand ofi Brals,andian Hundred 
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the Kingdom, O Lord, and 0 exalted 
as head above all. Boil Riches and Honour 
2 of thee, and thou reigneſt over all. And 
inthene hand is power and nig hi, and in thine 
hand it is tamake great, and tagive ſtrength 
untaall. Now therefore, our God, we thank 
thee, and praiſe thy glorious Name. But who 
an I, and what is my people, that we ſhould 
be able ta aſſer ſo willingly after this fart? for 
all things coma joe hee, and of thine own have 
we' gi ven thee. Hor we are ſtrangers before 
ther, and ſajounners, as were allour Fathers. © 
Qur days on Earth are as aſhadow, and there 
ic none abiding. O Lord our Ged, allthis ſtora 
that we hawaprepared to build thee an Houſe 
for thy Holy Name, cometh of thine hand, and 
as all thine un. Who, (ſays the Apoſtle, in Rom. rx. 
2 Queſtion that imports ins on Negative) 35.36. 
hath firſt giuem to him, and it ſhall be recom- 
pensd to him again? For of him, and through 
bim, and do him, are all things. Nay, even 
our Love it ſelf (that poor Man's Surety 
and Exchequer, that doth: pay all his Debts 
by ſupplying. him with the Frerogatiue ta 
Coin his Deſires and Wiſhes of an arbitrary | 
Value) is here unable todiſ aur Debts, 
aur Love being too much the Effect, tar be 
capable of bein g the-Recampence of God's. 
And. . on. Divine Amoriſt had cauſe 
10 
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19. 


table is God's Love, and ſo inſolvent are 


God's Mercies, and moſt Mens Ingrati- 


tion d Scripture did) that our loving God 
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to ſay, that Herein is the love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us. And, as 
the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere ſpeaks, we love 
him, becauſe he firſt loved us. If, in effect, 
we look upon the unworthy Conteſt, betwixt 


tude, and but reflect upon the ſmall return 
of Love that the greateſt Disburſements of 
His do uſually bring home; ve cannot but 
acknowledge (as David in the lately men- 


for his Favour, is one of the greateſt Fa- 
vours that we love him for. So unrequi- 


we, that that Love vaſtly improves the Be- 
nefic, by which alone we might have pre- 
tended to ſome ability of Retribution. And 
ſo unlimited is this Impotence of ours to 
recompence or _ God's Dilection, that 
it extends to, and fetters our very Wiſhes. 
For God enjoys an Affluence of Felicity ſo 
perfect and entire, that even our Wiſhes 
can aim at nothing for him worthy of him, 
unleſs inſtructed by what he already actu- 
ally poſſeſſes; and the Senſe of this ſame 
very Impotence, to ſome of the greateſt 
Proficients in Seraphick Love, appears not 
the leaſt uneaſie Property of it. It grieves 
us ſenſibly, to ſee our ſelyes reduc d yo 
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only Paſſive, and the Receivers in this 


Commerce. We would fain contribute ſome- 
thing, and cannot always refrain from de- 
voting our Wiſhes to encreaſe his Happi- 
neſs, to whom we owe all ours. And ſome 


holy Perſons (particularly St. Auſtin) have, 


by the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 
Devotion, been tranſported to make Wiſhes, 
and uſe Expreſſions, wherein their Affecti- 

ons had a greater ſhare than their Reaſon, 
and which argued them much better to ap- 
prehend, How much God deſery'd of them, 
than How little he needed them. But, up- 

on ſecond Thoughts, we ſhall find, that the 
Cauſe of our Grief ought to turn it into 
our Joy, ſince the Deſires we would frame, 
aiming at God's being infinitely happy, are 
all fulfilled before they are conceived, and 
that in the moſt advantageous and no- 
bleſt way: For, could God's Happineſs ad- 
mit Acceſſion by our accompliſh'd Wiſhes, 

there were then a Poſſibility of his Wantin 


ſomething to render it Compleat. A | 


ſure, *tis a more Supreme Felicity to be 4 
Nature tranſcendently aboye all en 

of Bleſſedneſs, than to receive the greateſt 
that Men can wiſh. 


To proceed now to the Conſtancy of sed. 16; 


— God's Loye: We cannot entertain of God 
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any Apprehenſions, not altogether Unwor- 
thy of him, and criminally Injurious to him, 
without believing, That to think that he 
can be inconſtant, is as great a Crime as 
*twere a Miſery to find him ſo. His Love 
is like his Eſſence, immutably Eternal, 
reaching from Everlafting to Everlaſting, it 
preceded the Nativity of Time and will 
ſurvive its utmoſt Period, and Obſequies. 
Joh. 1. 1j · Having loved his own which were inthe world 
he loved them unto the end, ſays the Evange- 
liſt: And when St. James had told us, That 


hm. 17. every good gift and every perfect gift is from 


above, and cometh down from the Father of 
Lights,he adds, (tocompleat our Conſola- 
tion) with whom is no variableneſs, neither 
ſhadow of turning. Of his own Will begat he 
us ofthe word of truth. And, in Effect, ſince 


God takes the Motives of his Love to us,. 
from himſelf, not from us, the Unchangeable- 


[nels of his Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that 
of his Charity, and our Happineſs in it. For 


| Mal. 3.6. Tam the Lord, 1 __ not; therefore ye Sons 
1 


of Jacob are not conſumed, ſays God by the 
laſt of his Prophets: And in Jeremiah he 
tells his people, I have low'd thee with an 


_ _ « everlaſting love. And what God once ſaid 
Joh. 1.7. to the generous 72 1 will never leave 


hes nor forſake thee, is by the Writer to 
| „ the 
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for che giſte and calling of God (ſays the ſame Rom. 117 
Author elſe where) are without repeutance 29. 
Nor do thoſe Croſſes that ſeem due to his 
Anger deſtroy the Immutability of his Love, 

ſince even that Anger is an Effect of it, 
proceeding from a Fatherly Impatience of 
ſeeing a Spot unwip'd off in the Face he 

loves too well to fee a Blemiſh in it; and 
from his Deſire to fee his Child an Object 

fit for larger Meaſure of his Kindneſs: As 

when we beat the Duſt out of a Suit we 
fancy, we ſtrike aot out of Anger, but only 
to remove that which doth Sully it, and 
Hinder us to take that Delight in it, which 
our fondneſs would be pleaſed with a juſt 


Cauſe to find. As many as I love, I rebuke Rev. 3.10 


aud chaſten, (lays our Saviour.) And, 4 
know, O Lor 9 * 
| Fudgmentsareright, and that thou in faith- 15: 
futlneſs haſt affiiffed me. The Furnace of 
Affliction being meant but to Refine us 
from our Earthly Droſſineſs, and ſoſten us 
for the Impreſſion of God's own Stamp and 
Image. The great and merciful Architect 
of his Church, (whom not only the Phi- 
loſophers have ſtyl'd, but the Scripture it 


ſelf calls regime, an Artiſt or Artificer) then, 299 | 


employs not on us the Hammer and the 
„ 5 Chizel, 


the Hebrews apply*dto Bdicversin general: Heb. 13% 


(days the Pſalmiſt) that thy pal. PO 7 | 
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96 Seraphick Loye. 

Chizel, with an intent to Wound or Man- 

| gle us, but only to Square and Faſhion 
our hard and ſtubborn Hearts into ſuch 
«Pet. x: 5. living Stones, is may both Grate and 
| Strengthen his heavenly Structure. Nor is 
| God only thus Conſtant to his Love, but to 

his Lovelineſs. Our Female Beauties are 
uſually as fickle in their Faces as their 
Minds, and more certainly in the Former; 

becauſe, though Caſualties ſhould ſpare - 
them, Age brings in a neceſſity of a Change, 
nay, a Decay; leaving our Doaters upon Red 
and White inceſſantly perplex d, by the In- 
certainty both of the Continuance of their 
Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and of the Laſting of 
her Beauty, (both which are neceſſary to the 
Amoriſt's Joys and Quiet: ) for, ſometimes, 
when the Miſtreſs's Humor doth not 
change ſo much, as to prove guilty of the 
fault of Inconſtancy, her Face alters enough 
to make her Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no 
Fault; or that ſhe had committed it, that 
her Fickleneſs might afford them the Ex- 
cuſe of Imitation or Revenge: But, in De- 
votion, we are equally ſecure from both 
theſe Dangers; ſince God doth not deſiſt 
from bleſſing us with his Love, nor ceaſes 
ever from deſerving the Heighth of Ours. 
Nor is he only conſtant in making us * 
1 jects 


ſtrongeſt Affections; ſo that he not only per- 


us, n 3 The waat of 
ach a diſpoſi oft Adam Paradiſe, and 
the faln 12 Heaven; there being to 
the Object. that muſt ſecure our Love, ſuch 
4 Nature requilite in reference to our Affe. 
ctions, as Philoſophers arcpleas'dtoaferibe 
to the Worlds Centre in relation to Nag. 
Bodies: Which, they teach us, that Mag- 
netick Point has the double Fac | 
only” to draw thither, but to 12 rag 
For. {ſo Ugcoward and Croſs-grain'd, are 


fit 3 and ready to deſert, our 
that neither its Excellenc 
is a ſuffich Motive to carry our Addreſs 


and - Divorces; but we muſt. be! uſed 28 
pecviſh Children are, who, (on the one ſide) 
when cheir Mouths are out of taſte/ and 
| they refuſe to take what is neceſſary for 

them, muſt have it not only offer'd t 


Pd 


ropes to pig? pr, the OR. 8 our | 


ſits in continuing to us both the offer and 


the value of his Love, but perſeveres to give a 
us a-receptive diſpoſition to welcome it to 


we, itt point of our own Good, and ſo un- 
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ſes to it, or its Poſſeſſion" a competent 
tye to intercept in us all deſigns of Revolts, 
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Seraphick Love. 
made to receive it; and who (on the other 


ſide) muſt be reſtraind from Gadding, when 


the Beauty of the Manſions they live in can- 
not invite their Stay; but they would glad- 
ly leave the proudeſt Palaces Architecture 
can boaſt, to run into the Street and dabble 


in the Kennel. All theſe three Properties 
of Divine Conſtancy are not ill ſhadow'd. in 
the Operations of the Load - ſtone, (a Mine- 


ral, in which I have made too many Expe- 
Fiments not to be by you allow'd to make 
ſome Compariſons toit:) For, Firſt, it never 
forſakes its Inclinations for the Steel; next, 
being united to it, it retains ſo conſtantly 
its attractive Qualities, that it gives not 
the Needle any Motive of deſerting it; 
and Thirdly, it doth never rightly touch 
the amorous Steel without leaving an Im- 


_ preſſion, which ever after diſpoſes it to a 


Converſion to that Magnetick Poſture, 
which beſt fits it to receive freſh Influen- 
ces. To which let me add this other Re- 
ſemblance, betwixt God's Work on Us, 
and to the Load-ſtone's on the Iron, that the 
kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, not to 
advantage it ſelf by that Union, but to 
impart its Vartue to what it draws. Be- 
ſides, Abſence and Rivals, thoſe frequent 


Ruiners of other Lovers Happineſs, can 


Fe 14 a Po. | threaten 


Seraphick Love. 1 
threaten nothing of formidable to yours. 
For, Abſence (which ſo divorces us from: 
that which animates us, that Lovers do not 
ſo improperly ſtile it Death, if Death be 
but the Separation of Soul and Body) by 
God's Ubiquity we are ſecured from; He 
is ever preſent with us, or rather in us. You 
that not long ſince ſo highly valu'd the op- 
portunities of convetſing with your Miſtreſs 
for ſome few moments, ſhall here find your 
Privileges itnproy'd to a Permiſſion, nay, 
an Invitation, of entertaining the Object 
of your Love at all times: Nohourrenders 
your Viſits unſeaſonable, nor no length 
redious:. He is rather welcom'ſt to God 
| that comes to him ofteneſt, and ſtays with 
him longeſt. What Favours were youch- 
fafd to that ancient Propheteſs, (who was 
likewiſe one of the firſt Evangeliſts) who 
for many years departed not from the Tem- Luk 2. 39. 
le, but ſerved God with Faſtings and Pray- — 
ers night and day, the beginning of St. Luke's 
Goſpel may inform you: The midnight Ad. 61g 
Hymns of Paul and Silas did not only 26. Kc. 
not diſturb or offend him they prais'd, but 
Procur'd the viſit of an Angel to bring 
them miraculous and unexpected Liberty, 
as a proof of the acceptableneſs of their 7 
ſeeming unſeaſonable Devotions. When | \ 
TO H 2 Enoch = 


0 Seraphick Love. 
Cen. 5-22» Enoch had walked with God as many years as 
the year has days, God was ſo far from being 
1mporcun'd or tir'd by that laſting Aſſidui- 

ty, that youchſafing him an unexampled 
exemption from death, he was pleas'd by a 

new and nearer Cut to Heayen, to admit 

bim to a yet cloſer, more immediate, and 

more undiſtracted Communion with him- 
felf. And when Ms/es had ſpent no leſs than 
forty days and forty nights in converſing (if 
I may uſe ſo familiar a Term) with God in 
the Mount, he brought down thence, in- 
| ſtead of a Penance for his Importunity, ſo ſig- 
|! nal and radiant a Teſtimony of God's pe- 
| culiar Fayour, that his dazled Country-men 
$ | were as much diſabled, as invited, to gaze 
on an Object of ſo much wonder. And 
then, how proud do we ſee many Lovers 
of their Sufferings, when ſhe but knows of 
them for whom they are endur'd? But in 
Seraphick Love, there is not theleaft good 
With, or privateſt Suffering, nay, not a 
whiſpering Sigh, or cloſer Thought, that 
filently groans or aſpires in the Amo- 
rous Soul, but he both ſees and hears, 
pf. 56.8. that puts his Seryants Tears into his Battle, 
ſweetning and recompencing the greateſt 
Misfortunes that his Loye occaſions, with 
ſuch ſupport and joys, as hinder us. to 204 
- Es them, 


Exod, 34+ 
30, 
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t hem, and make em deſerve a contrary name. 
Each amorous Soul may ſay to God with 
David, Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting, and Pal. 13. 
my upriſing, thou underſtandeſt my thoughts * 3 
afar of, thou compaſſeſt my path, and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 
And Chriſt alſo himſelf has ſo attentive an 
Eye upon the amorous Soul, that he is held 
forth in the Apocalypſe, as telling the Ruler 
of the Church of Smyrna, I know thy works Rev. a. 8.5. 
and tribulation, and poverty, And ſaying to 
the Angel of the Church of Pergamus, lknow 


thy works, and where thou dwelleſt, even Ver. 12. 1 


where Satan's ſeat is, and thou holdeſt faſt m 

name, and haſt not denied my faith, even in 

thoſe days wherein Antipas was my faithful. 

Martyr; who was ſlain among you, where .-_ 

Satan dwelleth. So that no endearing Cir 

cumſtance of our Love ſcapes unobſerv d by 

him, who has done and ſuffer d ſo muchtoen 

gage usto it. God remembers not our Endea- 

vours to ſerve him the leſs, for our having 

forgotten them. Mhen ſaw we thee any Vatth. 2g. 

way diſtreſſed, and relieved these? will be the 3” _ 

Queſtion of thoſe to whom Heaven it ſelf 

will be at the laſt Day awarded, as having 

Miniſtred to their Redeemer. Thoſe that 

in degenerate times, ſuch as ours, Lind. 

mor, did, like Lot in Sodom, mourn for > 
| H3 | their 
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their Sins, that mourned not for their 


Own, and condol' d among themſelyes the 
ſpreading Wickedneſs of the times they 


8 _ 
liv'd in; though probably the Dangers 
xd 


threatned them by the very Sinfulneſs t 


deplar'd, made them affect ſuch privacies 
in their Conferences, as freed them from 


the thoughts of being oyer- heard; yet the 


Scripture informs us (and tis a Comforta- 


Nl. 3.16 ble as well as Memorable Paſſage) that the 


17. 


Lord harkned and heardit, and a Book of re- 
wembrance was written before him, for them 


5 that feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
his Name, Then ſball he return, and diſcern 
. betwixt therighteous and the wicked, between 


him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerueth 


| Rev. 2. 9, Him nat. I know, ſays Chriſt, (npt only to the 


2 3 * 
10. 5 0 
! 


Angel of myrna, but to each true Sufferer for 


him) 2% works, and tribulation, and pover- 
ty: Fear none of theſe things that thou ſhalt 


_ ſuffer. Be thou faithful unto Death, and I will 


grvetheeaCrownof Life. God is often pleas'd 


d To accept thoſe good Thoughts and Inten- 


” * 


4 Chron, 
A J. 7 


tions of his Servants, which never arrive at 
actual Performances; though David built 
not the Temple he deſign'd, yet his Son, that 
did it, informs us, that God ſaid unto him, 
Foraſmuch as it was in thine heart to build an 


Honſe for my Name, Thou didſt well in that | 
i 


os. > 
* 
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it was inthine heart, & c. And *tis the Epi- 


93 


chet our Saviour gives God, Tour Father Mat. 6. 6. 


which ſeeth in ſecret, &c. Nor need we fear 
our Rivals ſhould ſupplant us, ſince we can 
have none in Devotion, whoſe Prayer and 
Endeavour it is not, that God would love us 
more. For his Love to you being (as the 
chiefeſt Merit) the ſtrongeſt Motive and Ti- 
cle unto theirs, they cannot but wiſh him 
well whom God doth love ſo; and cannot 
wiſh him better, than by imploring for him 
freſh Additions, both of that Love of Gad, 
and grateful-diſpoſitions to return it. Our 


Saviour aſſures us, that there is Joy iu the pre. Luk. 1g. 7, 
ſence of the Angels of God over one Sinner '* 


that repenteth. And the ſole Hymn (except Luz, 


a Viſionary one) I find recorded of the Cela - 


ſtial Quire, was Sung for a Bloſling to Man- 


kind, wherein (for ought [| know their Love 


and Sympathy alaneconcern'd them: For un- 16. 9. 6. 


to us (Men) the Child is born, anduntous the 


and ſo diſintereſs'd doth Divine Love 


make Ours, that there is nothing, beſides 
the Object af that Love, that we love 
more than our Concurrents in it, per- 

chance out of a Gratitude ta their aſſiſtin 
us, to pay a Deht (of Love and Praiſe) 


H4-- for 


3 


Son is given. Who took not upon him the nature eb. .; 
of Angels, but the ſced af Abraham. So noble 
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for which (alas!) 20 find our ode em 
but too Inſolvent. 


Perhaps I need north you, Li 


chat divers Paſſages of che fore-goin Te 


courſe, ſuppoſe the Truth of their D 

who aſcribe to God, in relation to aw 

Man, an Eternal, Unchangeable and Incon- 

A Decree of Election, or Reprobati- 
Vet concerning the Controverſies be- 


beine the Caluiniſts and the Remonſtrants a- 
bout Prædeſtination, and the coherent Do- 


crrines, it were improper to gore. you here 
my Senſe. Thoſe that are truly Pious of ei- 


Np 2 Party, are, perhaps, otherwiſe look'd 


on by God than by one another, as contend- 
ing which of God's Attributes ſhould be 


moſt reſpected; tho one ſeeming to affirm 


irreſpective Degrees, to magnifie his Good- 
neſs; and the other to deny them, but to 


ſecure the credit of his Juſtice. And even in 


Honouring the ſame Attribute, his Good- 
neſs, theſe Adverſaries ſeem Rivals, the one 
Party ſu pPoting it beſt celebrated by belic- 
ving it ſo irreſiſtible, that to whom ſoever 
tis intended, he cannot but be happy; and 
the other thinking it moſt extoll'd by be- 
ing believ d ſo Univerſal, that it will make 


every Man happy, if he pleaſes: The one 


Party elecling to n Free · grace, by 
"afignin 
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aſſigning it (as to Men) an unlimitedly vaſt 
extent; as the other does, by aſcribing it an 
infallibly victorious degree But though my 
haſte, and the nature of my Theme make 


me decline the Controverſies about Præde- 
ſtination, yet ſince the Doctrine that main- 


tains it, is not only by almoſt all the reſt 


of Mankind, but by the reſt of the Proteſtant 
Churches themſelves , (the Zutherans, and 
divers Learn'd Divines of the Church of 
England) not only rejected, but deteſted as 
lle leſs than Blaſphemous, (as indeed they 
chat judge it an Error, cannot but be tempt- 
ed to think it a dangerous one, and of ve- 
ry pernicious conſequence, ſo far forth as 
its Sequels are permitted to have Influence 
on Mens Practice) I think it not amiſs to 
advertiſe you, that the Doctrine of Præde- 
ſtination is not neceſſary to juſtify the 
Freeneſs and the Greatneſs of God's Love. 


For ſo conſpicuous and refulgent a Truth 


is that of God's being the Author of Man's 
Felicity, that the Diſpute betwixt the Ca/- 


105 


viniſts and Arminians is not ſo much con- 


cerning the Thing, as concerning the man- 


ner of its being proffer d; the former af- 


firming Grace to be irreſiſtibly preſented; 
the latter, though they deny it to be ir- 
reſectable, yet granting, not only that it is 


alroge- 


wo 


- IT IP" 2 9. * 
n 4 N —— 82 Lot,” 
F 7 * 
- . * 
. 
: 2 


106 Seraphick Lowe. 
altogether free and undeſery'd, but /alſo, be 
that the Proffer is made both with a Pow - peë 
43 er enabling thoſe to whom *ris tender d to knc 
| accept it, and with ſuch engaging Invita- the 
Z tions, that Man at his firſt Converſion need tis 
= contribute nothing to his Felicity, but the ha\ 
F not-wilfully refuſing it, and may more pro- han 
[i — be ſaid to owe it unto God, than the cou 
HgBegger to owe his Alms to his Reliever, of 
| though he open his hand to receive it, which. Ne 
he might have declin'd to do, if he would us, 
have wilfully courted his own prejudice. WU an 
| Chriſt paid 4 Ranſom to Redeem us, tis true, Ge 
| 4Pet.z.1.and he is therefore call'd The Lord tha all 
bought us; but it was God's free Goodneſs Ju 
both to provide us that Chriſt, and to accept PL 
| of that Ranſom, neither of which he was MM th 


' oblig' d co do, and therefore the Scripture a- of 
f ſcribes it not tothe Juſtice, but to the Love be 
Ick. 3. 16. of God tothe World, that He ſent his only 3 
fc 
ne 
cl 


begotten Son to redeemit; and S. Paul in the 
nom. 3. fame Text tells us both, that Me are juſtify'd 
4 ®upiavri aurs yep, freely by his Grace, and 
that it is d T1; amouIpwaeo;, through the 

Redemption, (purchas'd for a Ranſom, 2 

the Original Word Engliſh'd Redemption, o 

relating to the price paid for the Redeem- p 

e 

7 


el, Fae —_— ——  — —— Sheard. 


ing of Captives) that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Tis confeſt on all hands, that Merit muſt 
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Seraphick Love. 107 
be diſclaim d, and thoſe that ſeem to ex, 
pect ſomething from God as a due, ac- 
knowledge, that if his Promiſe did not, 
their Actions could not make it ſo; andthat 
tis to his Mercy they owe the Right they 
have to ee = his 5 8. fey: - 
having fought the good Fight, finiſh'd pris Tim. 4 
3 and kept the Faith, expected — ron = 
of Righteouſneſs from the Lord, under the 
Notion of the Righteous Judge; yet tells OG 
us, that by Grace we are ſaved, through faith, * 
and that not of our ſelves, it is the gift of 
God. W hole Promiſes now they are made us, 
allow us indeed to expect Heaven from his 
Juſtice; but he making us thoſe great and, pet. 1. & 
precious promiſes, (as St. Peter juſtly ſtiles 

them) muſt be acknowledged the pure effect 
of his free and undeſery'd Goodneſs ; which to 
believe Infinite, we need but conſider the diſ- 

roportion betwixt ſuch a Recompence as 
ternal Glory, and the leaſt imperfect Per- 
formances of ours; which though they 
needed not Pardon, could not at leaſt 
challenge any Reward from him, who 
as our Creator, has ſuch a Right to exact 
of us what Services he pleaſes, without 
propoſing us any Recompence, that our 
exacteſt Obedience to all his Commands 
would yet leave us to confeſs our ſelves 
| On ; unprofitable „ 


— 
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Lak. 17. unprofitable ſervants who have done but 


v3 
1 
I! 
11 


1 what it was our Duty to do; and what if we 
had not done, we had given God, who had 
1 the Power, the Right, and Proyocation to 
1 puniſh us. And indeed, ſo conſcious are men 
I” generally (if not naturally) to their be- 
ing beholden to God for their Felicity, 
| that even thoſe that miſtake or oppoſe his 


way of doing them good, will yet be ſure 
to find out ſome Notion or other, under 
which they may conceive themſelves God's 
Debtors for his Bleſſings. That the more 
ſober ſort of Romiſh-Catholicks themſelves, 
agaſcribe not ſo much to Merit, (properly fo 
call'd) nor fo little to God's Grace, as the 
more Quarrelſome Writers of their Party 
had given the more eager Diſputants of 
burs occaſion to reproach them, were per- 
Haps no difficult task to manifeſt, if m 

haſte would give me leave. That the Armi. 

nians own the freeneſs and unmeritedneſs of 
Hei,. God's Grace, the Remonſtrance * Confeſſi - 
Chap. 17. On and Apology are very careful to ſatisſie 
Numb. 5. the World. And even the Socinians, (how 
* proſperouſly I determine not) are not a lit- 
tle, or uninduftriouſly ſollicitous to free 

their erroneous Doctrine of Juſtification 
from the objected Guilt of its tendency to 
draw the Imbracers of it to * ra 
©; te 5 their 
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| Man's Free will, not cauſleſly eſteem'd the 
great Oppugners of God's Free. grace: 4.» 
yet both from their Famous Rabbi, and - 
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their own Nets, and thank themſelves for Heb. 1. a6. 
their Felicity, which brings into my mind 
a Paſſage that I lately read in one of the 

chief modern Upholders of that Sect, 
Sehlichtingius; who is wont, in my Opinion, 

where his Subject will bear it, to diſcourſe 

as fairly and as rationally as almoſt any 
Writer that I have met with of his Perſua- 

ſion; and who labours to reconcile Socenus 

his Doctrine with the Freeneſs of God's 


Grace, by Conſiderations, which, not to 
Injure him, I ſhall preſent you with in his 


own words. Ad retundendam vero (lays 
he, diſputing againſt the Learned Mei ſnerus) 
arrogantiam juſtificatorum, &ne dicant ſe me- 
ruiſſeGratians, non eſt neceſſe,ſervumin homi- 
ne arbitrium inducere ;non debet virtus tolli 
ut tollatur arrogantia. Sufficit, 1. Quod net 
velle nec per ficere poſſint, niſi Deus&rvolunta- 
temexcitet Ervires augeat. 2 27 ea, quæ di- pag. gz 
vinis adjuti uiribus faciunt, nullo modo digni- 
tati & pretio divine gratiæ reſpondent, ſed 
inſinito inter vallo ab ea abſint. Nay, though 
the Modern and Degenerate eus be, up- 
on the Score of being the great Patrons of 
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Iſrael, and from divers others of their moſt 
eminent Writers, has tlie truth ſometimes 
extorted Confeſſions, which thbugh made 
upon Erronebus grounds were not very far 
ſhort of Orthodox. To which purpoſe I re- 
member, that Jewiſh a Profeſſor of Hebrew, 
(who aſſiſted me in my Studies of that 
miyſterious Tongue) being, as the reſt of his 
Nation, an eager ad peremptory Cham- 
255 of Free- will, conceiy'd, that even that 
Liberty, which to us ſeems Jeaſt to indebt 
Men to their Creator, did tranfcendehtly 
oblige him unto God. For, one Day that 
we were priv ately and freely diſcourſing 
together of matters of Religion, he told me, 
he thought Men ow'd more to God's Good- 
neſs, than the very Angels do. For, ſaid he, 
Whereas God, without any good work of 
theirs, but purely out of His Goodneſs, 
conferr d on them that bleſt Condition they 
enjoy; by giving Man a Free- will, by the 
ood Uſe of which he may glorifie his 
aker; when, by abuſing it, tis in his 
pot to diſhonour him, he allows Man 
hat higheſt Satisfaction and Privilege, 


of Co- operating to his own Felicity. 

And now, Lindamor, we are arrived at 
the laſt Property, which qualifies God, 
the ficteſt Object for our Love, which is, 
he x: 9 


. 1 * rr 


e 


the Advantageouſpeſs of his to us, both in the 
preſent and the future Life. And Firſt, even 
in this World we owe God no leſs than? 
all the Goods we poſſeſs. We owe him both 
what we have, and that we are: For we 


may ſay truly of God with the Pſalmiſt, 17 pn. reo. 


is he that hath made us, and not we our ſelves, ber.. 
And we are not only in his hands, ſo like 
Clay inthe Potter's, that he might have made 1. 64.3. 


us any thing; but we were ſo purely 


that Negative, from whence we were ex- 
tracted, that He (if he had ee, for 
ever might have left us to our firſt nothing. 


His Love is the firſt Original and Foun- 


tain- bleſſing; all the reſt are but as Pipes 


hand Inſtruments) to convey, and ſerve 


but to hand it to us. Your Wit wins 
you Applauſe, your eee; heaps you 
up Treaſures; be it granted. But who 


gave you that Wit? and did both give 


and proſper that boaſted Induſtry? Cer- 
tainly, God as much gives all the 
Goods we poſſeſs, as he that gives a 
Begger a thouſand Pounds, gives him the 
Cloaths, and Meat, and all the Bravery 
it helps him to. But beſides theſe more 
obvious Preſents of God's Bounty, wc 


enjoy other Effects of his Goodne 8, 
which, though by the Cuſtomarineſs of 


their 
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their being poſſeſſed, they prove leſs Con- 
ſpicuous than others; yet grow no leſs 
priz d, when the want or leſs of them 
make us ſenſible of the true Value of them. 
ad I the leiſure, Lindamor, to lead yout 
houghts with me to the Gallies, and 

iow: you there thoſe wretched CO 
that are chain d to the Oars they 


and Hardihips of a tempeſtuous Sea, have 
oftentimes cauſe given them, by their bar- 
barous uſage aſhore, to fear the Ocean 
leſs than any Port, ſave Death. Could 1 
draw for you the Curtains of ſick and 
dying Men, and open to you _ — 
Scene, where ſome pine and lan 
by Diſtempers, that deprive them wo 
Joys, Advantages; and (what is more con- 
{iderable) Uſes of Life, before they eaſe 
them of Life it ſelf; Others breathe rather 
than live, perpetually tormented either 
with their Diſeaſes, or Phyſick to pro- 


7 
— 


tract a wretched? Life, upon terms that 


turn it into a trouble: And others ſtruggli 


with the rude: pangs of Death, are yet 


perchance leſs tormented by than 
by the ſad proſpect of their imer Life, 


and the remembrance of thoſe criminal 


Ficalares, * yet it perhaps les bem 
them 
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them that they muſt now forego, than that 
they once enjoy d them. Should I; Linda- 
mor, bring you into Hoſpitals, and ſhew 
you there the various Shapes of Human 


Miſery, and how many Souls, narrowly 


lodg'd (if I may ſo ſpeak) in Sy necdochi- 
cal Bodies, ſee their Earthen Cottages 
moulder away to Duſt; thoſe miſerable 


113 


Perſons, by the loſs of one Limb after ano- 
ther, ſurviving but part of themſelves, and 


living to ſee themſelyes dead and buried by 
piece-meal. Should I, to diſpatch, Lin- 


damor, ſſiew you all the ſeveral Companies 


of Mourners, that almoſt make up Man- 
kind, and diſcloſe to you how copious 
ſhowers of Tears do almoſt every where 
water (not to ſay oyerflow) this Vale of 
Miſeries, you would perchance ſee cauſe to 
think, that God's privative (if I may ſo 
ſpeak”) may contend with his poſitive Fa- 
yours ; and that you owe little leſs for what 
you are not, than for what you are, to 
that diſcriminating Mercy of his, to which 
alone you owe your Exemption from Mi- 
ſeries, as great as the Bleſſing it confers on 


you : For, Who maketh thee to differ ? is 1 Cor. 4.7. 


aQueſtion that may be as well ask'd in refe- 
rence to our External, as to our Spiritual 
Condition, Which invites me to mind 


3 you, 
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you, Lindamor, that you are yet more en - 


gag' d to God's Love for protecting you 


from thoſe groſs Vices that disfigure moſt 


Mens Minds, than from thoſe leſs dange- 


rous, tho' more reſented Diſcaſes that di- 


ſtemper their Bodies. 

For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, 
and even that vain Converſation which 
young Gentlemen are generally pleas'd to 


think ſo innocent, are really more formi- 


dable and pernicious Diſeaſes and Calami- 


ties, than thoſe that reduce Men to take 


Phyſick, or thruſt them into Hoſpitals. To 


evince the Truth of which Paradox, Ihope 
I ſhall not need to mind you of judging of 
the dangerouſneſs of Diſeaſes by the No- 
bleneſs of that part affected, ſince I can tell 


you, that he that cannot err, ſeems daily 
to juſtifie our Aſſertion, by inflicting Sick- 


neſs and the ſharpeſt outward Calamities 
on his own deareſt Children, to preſerve 
them from the Contagion of Sin, or cure 
them of the unfilial Habitudes of it. And 


therefore, ſince, when we ſee a. tender 


Mother apply a painful Cauſtick to the 
Neck of her Favourite-Infant, threatned 
by the Apoplexy, we ſcruple not to con- 
clude, that ſhe thinks the trouble of an Iſ- 
ſue, an Evil inferior to the Gn. 

35 | | | . 
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Fit: So whien we ſee our Heavenly Fa- 
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ther ſend Infirmities and Croſſes, to reſcue 


thoſe he loves from the Contagion or Do- 


minion of Sin; we may ſafely conclude he 
thinks Affliction a leſs Evil than Guilt, ſince 


he 1s too Wiſe and Indulgent a Phyſician 
to Cure with a Remedy worſe than the 
Diſeaſe. In the Eighth of Deuteronomy, 


there is a Caution given the Iſraelites, leſt 
_ Proſperity (which is wont to be a kind of 


Lethe, that makes Men forget all but their 
Enjoyments) ſhould make any of them ſay 


in his Heart, My power, and the might of Deus. 8. 
my hand hath gotten me this wealth. Bug , 18. 


"faith my Text) they ſhall remember the 

ord their God : for he it is that giveth 
them power to get wealth. It is not the 
Revolting Iſraelites only, of whoſe Igno- 
rance of his Bounty God may complain, 


as he did by the Prophet, by whom he 


of 


aid, I taught Ephraim to go, taking them Hol. 11. 


by their Arms, but they knew not that I 
healed them: And there are but too many 
of whom he might ſay, as he did by the 


* 


9 


* 
1 


3 


fame Prophet; For ſhe did not know that I Hoc 1 


multiply d her Silver and her Gold, which 


they prepared for Baal. Therefore will 1 


return aud tate away my Corn in the time 
. 12 thereof, 


gave her Corn, and Wine; and Oil, and%9% -» 
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x 


thereof, and my Wine in the ſeaſon thereof, 


and will recover my Wooll and my Flax 


given to cover her Nakedneſs. And this 
will make way for the Deſign I had to re- 


commend the adyantageouſneſs of God's 
Love, by ſaying, That as for Spiritual 
Goods, he gives us in this Life ſo rich an 
Earneſt of expected Joys, that even. the 


Earneſt is a Stock large enough to ſubſiſt 


with Comfort. on, and really out-yalues 


and tranſcends all thoſe momentary Plea- 


ſures it requires us to forſake, to keep 
up a Title to Eternal Ones. But to par- 


ticularize God's Mercies to us in this very 


. God's Love is ſo far from reſembling the 


| Luke 16. 


Life, would certainly take up a conſide- 
rable part of it; and yet the Love God 
bears us dies not with us, nor doth (as 
Mens Affections) either endure a Funeral 
in our Tombs, or ſurvive only in a uſeleſs 
Grief, (or an Eſteem as bootleſs.) No, 


uſual ſort of Friends, who, when they 
have accompanied us to the Grave, do 
there leave us; that, like the Angels that 


carried Lazarus's Soul to Abraham's Boſom, 


its Officiouſneſs begins then moſt to ap- 
Pear, when our dark Eyes are clos'd, and 
is then trueſt to the beloved Soul, when 
ſhe forlakes the Body ; giving each Bleſſed 


Saint 
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did of Boaz, that. He hath not left off his Ruth 2. 5 


5 


kinaneſs to the living, and to the dead. 


Now, . indeed (ſays our Saviour's Fayo- 


_ rite) are we the Sons of God, and it doth 1 Joh.3. i 


not yet appear what we ſhall be: But we 
know, when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
him. This bleſt Expectance muſt he now 


ax Theme, becauſe the narrow Limits, 5 
wh ph 


which my Deſign. hath plac'd to this Diſ- 

courſe (of the Adyantages accruing from 
God's Love) will leave no more room un- 
taken up by Heaven. „ 


7 \ 


forth to you the Greatneſs of the Felicity 
reſerv d br us in Heaven, it will, I fear, 
be requiſite to mind you of the Lawful- 
neſs of having an Eye to it. For many, 
not undeſervedly, applauded Preachers, 
have of late been pleas d to teach the Peo- 


ple, that to hope for Heaven is a 'Metcerja- 


ry, Legal, and therefore Unfilial Affection. 


Indeed, to hope for Heaven as. Wages for 


Work perform'd, or by way of Merit, in 
the proper and ſtrict Acceptation of that 
term, were a Preſumption, to which none 
of the Divines we diſſent from can be too 
much an Enemy, nor perhaps more ſo than 
Iam. But to N e 

| 3” > 915 00s 


- 


"17, 
Saint . cauſe to ſay of God, what Naomi: 


But, Lindamor, before I proceed to ſet S. 19: 
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the Motives of Loving God, is, but to do 
PE 116.1. as he did, who ſaid, I love the Lord, be- 
= cauſe he- hath heard my voice and my ſup- 
plications; and to look upon the Joys of 
Heaven, to comfort and ſupport us in the 
Hardſhips and Loſſes to be undergone in 
our Journey thitherward, is to imitate no 
worſe; a Man than Moſes, of whom it is 
Fob. 26. ſaid, that he eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt 
reater Riches thantheTreaſures in Ægypt; 
for he had reſpect, or turned his Eye, 
(ans hνtε) unto the recompence of the re- 
Ward. It is indeed, Lindamor, a happy 

4 : Frame of Mind, to be able to love God 
4 purely for himſelf, without any Glance at 
þ our own-Adyantages. . But though I dare 
not deny, that it is poſſible to attain to fo 
high and _difintereſs'd a kind of Love, yet 
I think that chat Excellency, fuppoſed to 
be vouchſafed to ſome Men, is not by the 
Scripture exacted as a Duty from all Men. 
Were all the Recompence of Piety of a 
worldly. Nature, and to be here+receiy'd, 
the Actions invited to, by the Intuition of 
it, might paſs for Mercenary. But when 
Heaven is chiefly hoped for, as it will ad- 
mit us into the Fruition of God himſelf in 
Cbriſt, and that the other Joys expected 
there, are ſo far from being of a ſenſual 
15 ar 
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or a worldly Nature, that they are known 
not to be attainable, till by Death, the 
Senſes and Bodies themſelves, and all the 
merely animal Faculties be aboliſh*d, for 
a Heaven ſo conſider'd, I ſay, to forego 


readily all the Pleaſures of the Senſes, and 
undergo chearfully all the Hardſhips and 


Dangers that are wont to attend a Holy 
Life, is, Lindamor, ſuch a kind of Merci- 


narineſs, as none, but a Reſign'd, Noble, 
and Believing Soul, is likely to be guilty 
of. If I ſhould ſay that Fear it ſelf, and 
even the Fear of Hell, may be one juſtifi- 


able Motive of Mens Actions, though I 
ſhould propoſe what thoſe I am reaſoning 


with would think a Paradox; yet I ſhould 


perhaps, hold forth therein no more than 


the Scripture does, Let us therefore fear, Heb. 4 1. 


(ſays the Writer to the Hebrews) leſt a pro- 


. miſe being left us of entring into his reſt, 
any of you ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 
no leſs eminent an Herald of the Goſpel 


than St. Paul, who ſucceſsfully. maintain'd 
the Evangelical againſt the Legal Spirit, 


thus profeſſeth of himſelf: I keep under my 1 Cor. 


body, and bring it unto ſubjection, leſt by © 


| any means, when I have Preach d to others, 
1 my ſelf ſhould be a caft-a-way. And 


twas not to Slaves or Hirelings, that Chriſt 
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ſcriptive, but ratiocinative 


SGreraphick Lone. | 
directs this Admonition, I ſay unto you, my 


Friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the 


body, and after that have no more that 


they can do: But I will forewarn you whom 


you ſhall fear, fear him, which after he 
hath killa, hath power to caſt into Hell; 


Tea, J ſay unto you, (a Gemination, which 
the preſent Controverſie ſhews not to have 


been cauſcleſs) fear him. Where the Pa- 
Taphraſe given of God, 1s not barely de- 
to borrow 
thoſe Terms of the Schools) in warning 
us not only whom we ſhould, and ſhould 
not fear, but why we ſhould fear the one 
and not the other. 
J know whom I have truſted, he means 
what manner of Perſon, how Faithful (as 
St. Peter elſewhere calls God) and how 
ommnipotent : W hence immediately he adds, 


And I am 8 that he is able to keep 


that which I have committed unto him a- 
gainſt that day. More Texts of the ſame 


Import might be added, if the Deſign of 
thoſe already alledg'd were other, than to 


facilitate the Admiſſion of the more plau- 
ſible Truth we have been making out, and 


which to us ſeems very clearly held forth 


in. thoſe and the like Scriptures, which 
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are therefore cited out of the New Teſta- 
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ment, that they might haye the greater 


Authority with one ſort of our Antagoniſts. 

I preſs toward the mark of the prize of the Pbil. 3. 14. 
hig h calling of God in Chriſt Jeſi us. Bleſſed Rev. 22. 
are they that do his Commandments, that '* 
they may have right to the Tree of Life, 

and may enter in through the Gates into the 

City. Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good v Tim. 6. 
foundation againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay hold of eternal Life. Tothem, Rom. 3. 7. 
who by patient continuing in well-doing, 

ſeek for (Cilso:) Glory, and Honour, und 
Immortality, Eternal Life. Andof Chriſt 
himſelf, whoſe Love to God is queſtion- 

leſs Filial and Unequalable, tis ſaid, Looł- Heb. 12. 2. 


ing unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of 


our Faith, who, for the Joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the 
Shame, and is ſet down at the right band 
of the Throne of God. Nor ſee I why it 


ſhould be Unfilial for a Child of God to 


further the Raiſing of thoſe Paſſions, which 
his heavenly Father intends to have rais d 
in him, upon the ſame Grounds and Mo- 
tives that God is pleas'd to employ to ex- 
cite them, And ſince the Scripture ſeems. 
plainly to invite our Hopes, by recording 
St. Paul's having ſaid, Every Man that 1 Cor. 9. 
ftriveth. for the maſtery is temperate in al!“ 
%%% | | things ; 
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things , now they ds it to obtain 4 corrup. 

tible Crown, but we an incorruptible, And 

by repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, - as 

mm 5. ſaying in one place, Rejoice, and be exceed. 
ing glad, for great is your Reward in Hea- 

Rev. 2. ven: In another, Be thou faithful unto 
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Death, and I will give thee 4 Crown of 


Life : And in divers others ſpeaking to 
the like purpoſe. Since, I ſay, the Scri- 
ture ſeems thus to allure our Hopes, would 
it not be a kind of accuſing it of an apt- 
neſs to delude and enſnare us, to teach, that 
it propoſeth to us the powerfulleſt Objects 
to incite our Paſſions, if it be ſinful to che- 
riſh and harbour the Paſſions naturally be- 
longing to thoſe Objects? And certainly, 
Lindamor, ſince God, who, as our Crea- 
tor, knowsthe Frame and Conſtitution of 
Man's Soul, incomparably better' than he 
himſelf, is pleas'd to deal with our Hopes 
and our Fears, to engage us to his Service; 
it very ill becomes us, cither to quarrel 
with his Methods of working on our Spi- 
rits, or to reject any help which he has 
been pleas'd to afford a Piety, which for 
ought ever I could obſerve, does even in 
the beſt Men find reſiftance enough to keep 
any help that can be employ'd to promote 
it from being ſuperſtitious. And truly, the 
| anima- 
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animating: or diſcouraging Influence, that 


Hope, or the want of it, is wont to have 


upon our Endeavours, makes me very ap- 
prehenfive, that ſince the enlivening Hopes 
of Heaven are not able to make moſt Mens 
Endeavours other than very Languid, the 
forbidding thoſe ſupporting Hopes would 
ſoon weaken and decreaſe our Endeayours 
into none at all. 


Bur, Lindamor, though I may perhaps Sd. 20. 


haye taken ſome Pains in ſtudying Con- 


troverſial Divinity, yet I take ſo little 
pleaſure in Writing of it, that though 


not only a ſeaſonable Duty to Truth, but 


a neceſſary one to the enſuing part of 
this Diſcourſe, have preſſed me to ſerve 
in this Cauſe; yet I ſhall perhaps obtain 
your Pardon ſooner than my own, for 
having thus long ſuſpended the diſcour- 
ſing to you of the Advantageouſneſs of 
God's Love to us, as it gives us here a 


Right, and will hereafter giveus Admiſſion 


to Heaven; Heaven! the bright Seat of 


ſo much Happineſs, that we thall ſcarce- 
ly count amongſt our Joys, that Heaven 
is the Seat of them. There the Excel- 


lency of the poſſeſſed Goods ſhall as 
much diſappoint our Expectations, as in 


other Fruitions the Emptineſs is wons to 
mw OY ans 


124 Seraphick Lowe. 
25 do. The Apoſtle tells us, that Eye hath 
1 Cor.2.9. it ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither haus entred 
into the Heart of Man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. 
Such pure refin d Delights not only ſtoop 
not unto Senſe , but are ſublime enough 
even to tranſcend Imagination. When 
Fancy hath form'd and ſhap'd the perfect- 
eſt Ideas, that its Abſtractions can make, 
of Bleſſedneſs ; our own more happy Ex- 
- periences of greater, muſt diſabuſe us, 
when we come to Heaven; which is a 
Soil, whoſe Fruitfulneſs is ſo confin'd to 
oy, that even our Diſappointments- and 
- Miſtakes ſhall there contribute to our Hap- 
pineſs; which will ſo much partake of his 
Immenſity, whoſe Gift it is, that you ſee 
the Apoſtle gives it a Negative Deſcripti- 
on: And to create in us Apprehenſions 
underogatory from what we ſhall poſſeſs, 
not only removes our Thoughts from all 
we do enjoy, but exalts them above all 
that we can fancy. At which way of pro- 
ceeding, that you may the leſs wonder, 
Lindamor, be pleaſed to conſider, that in 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall not only be 
gratified with ſuitable and acceptable 
Objects, and conſequently our Capaci- 
ties of Happineſs, as well 1 1 
1 | ] d. 
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fill'd. A Child, not yet releas'd out of 


che homely Priſon of the Womb, cannot 
there poſſibly frame Ideas of thoſe De- 
lights, which will be afforded him by the 


pleaſing N oiſes, and the 1 Objects 


that will preſent themſelyes to him after 
his Birth. And the ſame Child whilft he 


continues in his Nonage, though he may 


with delight look upon Emblems finely 
Drawn and Painted, and may take ſome 
pleaſure in beholding the neat and ſurpri- 


ſing Characters and Flouriſhes of a Greek 


and Hebrew Bible curiouſly Printed ; yet 
he cannot then imagine the Pleaſure the 


ſame Obje&s will afford him, when Age 


and Study ſhall have ripened and in- 
ſtructed his Intellectuals, and made him 
capable both of Underſtanding andReliſh- © 


ing the excellent Myſteries, couch'd in 
thoſe ingenious Emblems, and the pro- 
found and ſaving Myſteries, wherewith 
that Divine Book, the Scripture, (eſpeci- 


ally in its ori ging) Tongues) does to an 


Incellig ent and Religious Peruſer, appear 
2 d. Such à double Advantage, 
Lindamor, among others, the Admiſſion 
into Heaven brings thoſe, to whom that 
Bleſſing is — fed: For, beſides that 
ſer. of Objects (if I may ſo ſpeak) ſo 

new 


125 
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new and ſo particular to Heaven, that 
their Ideas could never enter into Mens 


Thoughts before their admiſſion there; 
beſides this, I ſay, our then enlarg'd Ca- 


pacities will enable us, even in Objects 


which were not altogether unknown to us 
before, to perceive things formerly undiſ- 
cern'd, and derive thence both new and 
greater Satisfactions and Delights. Won- 
der not, Lindamor, that in mentioning the 
Joys of Heaven, I uſe the Expreſſions I find 
leſs detractory from a Theme, as much 
above our Praiſes, as the; Heaven they are 
enjoy'd in is above our Heads. For, tho 
ſuch Expreſſions may ſeem ſomewhat Tu- 


mid and Aſpiring, and fitter much for one 


that Celebrates, than for one that but Aſ- 
ferts : Yet cannot ſcruple to uſe ſeeming 
dee in the mention of Felicities, 
which make the higheſt Hyperboles but 
of Heaven, are like its Stars, which by 


reaſon of our remoteneſs from them, ap. 


pear extremely little, tho* really in them- 
ſelves they are ſo vaſt, that a leſs than the 


largeſt is by odds greater than the biggeſt 
Object upon Earth, nay, than the whole 
Earth it felf. And therefore, as if I were to 


take you with me to contemplate the Pla- 
.. = nets, 


Seraphic Love. 


nets, Iwould ſhew you them through ſuch 
a Teleſcope, as, by a greatning thoſe bright 
Objects in compariſon of what to unaſſiſt- 


ed Eyes they appear, doth ſomewhat leſ- 


ſen the diſadvantage of Remoteneſs, and 
ſhews them with leſs detraction from their 
true Magnitude; ſo mentioning to you the 
Felicitics of Heaven, I think it not unlaw- 
ful or improper to endeayour, by repreſen- 
tations tranſcending what they appear, 


to give you Notions leſs inferior to what 


neſs enough, to enable us to rectifie the 
Definition of it. We may there be inſtru- 
&ed how to Name and Rate all Goods by 
thoſe that will Concentre into the Felicity 
we ſhall poſſeſs, which ſhall be there made 
up of the Confluence, Perfection, and Per- 


they are. | 


petuity of all true Joys. For, Heaven 


will make us happy, not (as Philoſophy 
pretends to do) by the Confinement, but 
by the Fruition of our Deſires; which ſhall 
neither fail in the choice of their Objects, 
nor miſs of the Enjoyment of them; but 
be, both unerringly Juſt, and infallibly 
Accompliſnh'd: In the former of which 


en, we ſhall taſte H appi- Sed. an; 


— 


Properties (as our then Rectified Reaſon 


will conſider Things) we ſhall think our 


ſelves 
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Seraphick Lowe. 
ſelves happier (yet) than in the latter. 


Me ſhall there reſemble the Saints we here 
Admire, and ſhall not only See, and be 
Like thoſe pious Worthies, whoſe Virtues 


Eclipſe theirs, which among the Heathen 
Deified leſs deſerving Heroes; thoſe excel- 


lent Perſons that did as well Ennoble as. 


Inſtruct Mankind, giving us cauſe to Glo- 


ry, and to Bluſh that we are Men, and 


whoſe Stories have the unparallell'd Ho- 
nour of being Recorded by inſpir'd Pens; 


thoſe Spirits, | ſay, of juſt Men made perfect, 
as the Scripture terms them, ſhall be our 


conſtant and familiar Company, into whoſe 
bleſſed Society we ſhall not only be Wel- 
come, but encreaſe it. In Heaven, we ſnall 


have a bleſſed and familiar Converſation 
with thoſe ſame glorious Spirits, whoſe 
Nature doth inveſt them with ſuch a Luſtre, 
that all the Diſadyantage of their Diſguiles, 


when they appear to us, doth ſcarce ſuf- 
fice to confine our Raptures to Reſpects 
below Idolatry, and darken them into 


Objects for our Wonder, not Adotation. 


There we ſhall ſoe (a Sight worthy dying) 
that Bleſſed Saviour, of whom the Scripture 


does ſo much, and ſo excellently entertain 


us, and who 2 done and ſuffer'd ſo 
much for us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, 
. 35 . both 


We of ard. OT. NT 6. 
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both upon the ſcorce of his infinite Perfe- 


ctions, and upon the account of his ineſti- 


mable Benefits. Yes, there ſhall we ſee 
that Holy and Divine Perſon, who, when 


he vouchſafed (as his Favourite. Diſciple 


ſpeaks) to pitch his Tent among us, and job. i. 114 


dwell with Men on Earth, to fit them by 
his Merits and Example to dwell with him 
in Heaven, did ſo admirably mix an awful 


Majeſty with an humble Meekneſs, and the 


aſſum'd Infirmities of his human Nature, 
with the ſeaſonable Corruſcations of his Di- 


129 


vine; and expreſs'd in his whole Life, ſo 


perfect and exemplary a Virtue, and yet ſo 


much Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs towards 
thoſe Aſpirers to it, that they were the 


moſt ſhort of it; that Rt oe themſelves 

e had done all Matth. 7. 
things well, and his very Enemies, that 
were employ'd to apprehend him as a Ma- 


could ſay of him, that 


lefactor, confeſs'd even to thoſe that ſent 


them to do ſo, That never Man bebe like Job. 7. 


him. And his Apoſtles, who had moſt op- 
22 to pry narrowly into his Acti- 
ons, and were of a Condition and Breeding 


very unlike to infuſe into them Heroick 


Reſolutions, did, in ſpight of the frequent 
Reproofs their Failings extorted from him, 


vice, 


and of the Hardſhips 2 attended his Ser- 


46. 
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vice, think even Death it ſelf in his Com- 
pany, more eligible, than Life led out of it; 
Let us alſo go that we may die with him (ſays 
even the diſtruſtful Thomas to his Fellow 
Diſciples.) But, Lindamor, we ſhall there 
. fee the Son of God, not in that Horm of 4 


ſuffer for us, and exerciſe his Prieſtly and 
Prophetick Function here below; pu in 


longs to him by vertue of his Kingly Office ; 
on whoſe ſcore he is ſtiled in the Scripture, 
— is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, allpower 
Anh ag, And Authority being (as himſelf ſpeaks) 
18. given him both in 3 and in Earth, 
And, how Nobly attended may we ſuppoſe 


this Divine Monarch to be in his Exalted 


Condition in Heaven; when in his ſtate. of 
Humiliation on Earth, whilft he was in the 

* Wilderneſs among the wild Beaſts, the An- 
gels are recorded to have miniſtred unto him; 
Luke 1. and whilſt he lay ſwath'd in a homely Man- 
ger, the Multitude of the Cceleſtial Hoſt 

were heard to Solemnize his miraculous 
Birth, according to that Paſſage of the Wri- 

Heb. 1.6, ter to the Hebrews, When:he bringeth the 
firſt begotten into theWWarld, (heſaith) And 

let all the Angels of God worſhip him! And 

{yet ſuch conſiderable and noble ads vr 

- _- CNOIC 


Servant, which he put on, that he might 


that Regal State and Condition, which be- 


tl 
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thoſe immaterial· Intelli gencers, called An- 


gels, are, that One of them in one Night » King 


was able to 2 above a Hundred and 


fourſcore thouſa Men, | in the blaſphe- | 


mous Senacherib s impious Camp. And ſo 


much Majeſty and Superiority does their 
Nature give them, in reference even to the 
eminenteſt of Mortals, that when the 
undaunted Joſbua had boldly challeng'd 


one of them, that appear'd to him in the 


likeneſs of a Man, and demanded whom 
he was for; when he knew bim to be an 
Angel, (unleſs he ſuppas'd him to be that 
promis*'d Meſſiah, who is elſewhere call'd _ 


the Angel of the Covenant, as it is in the Matt. 3.x 4 IT 
Original, and in the ſame Text, the Lord) jem. ,. WM 
he alters his Addreſs unto him into this ſub- 13. 1 


miſſive one, What ſaith my Lord unto his 
Servant ? And even Wiſe and Holy Da- 


niel himſelf, who was the ſecond Perſon of 


the World for Power, and the firſt for 

much nobler Attributes, Wiſdom, and 
Underſtanding, who ſaw ſo many Gover- 

nors of vaſt Provinces, and Profeſſors of 
admired Magick, inferior to himſelf; yet 
confeſſes tothe Angel that appear'd tohim, © 
that he was confounded and diſanimated 

at his Preſence, and adds, How can the der- Dan: 10 


want of this my Lord, tall with this my © 


K 3 Tord? 
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Lord? We may ſafely therefore expect, i 

that we ſhall then behold our Saviour, not b 

in thoſe Diſguiſes which disfigur'd him in 1 E 

their Eyes, that only conſider d his Suffer- E 

ings, but in that triumphant Condition, | tl 
wherewith they are now rewarded. The | » 
Thorns of his (now no more Galling, but ﬀ 
Adorning) Crown will appear upon that = 
Radiant Head of his, more Glorious, than b. 
thoſe of the flaming Buſh, wherein God ap- re 

Exod. 3.2. pear d to Moſes. And we ſhall not ſee that of 
deſpicable Form, which made the Prophet E 

; ſay, perſonating the generality of the Jew- tr 
iſh Nation contemporary with the Meſſias, re 

If. 53:2: ——He hath no Form nor Comelineſs, and 8 | 
when we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty by 
that we ſhould deſire him. But we ſhall ſee W. 

© him encompaſs'd with ſo much Majeſty, ri 
and ſhining with ſo much of his Genuin SC 
pplendor and Beauty, that weſhall deſerved- to 
16. 9.6. ly eſteem him Nephle, the Admirable. And im 
our raviſh'd Souls ſhall by the more attentive ev 
Contemplation of him, but find more cauſe lik 

to imitate the Spouſe in Solomon's myſtick Ca 
Epithalamium , who having dwelt upon the R. 

Beauty of the ſeveral Parts that concurr'd (t. 

to the accompliſhing of the Divine Bride- 2 

groom, exclaims in an Fpiphonema, very th 

_ contrary to the Expreſſion lately mention d 6 
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in the Prophet, He is altogether deſirous, or Cant. 5. 


by an Hebraiſm, moſt deſirable, which our e. 
Engliſh renders, He is altogether lovely. His 


Eyes will there appear as St. John repreſents Rev. 1. 14; 3 


them, of Active Fire, and will into the 
willing Breaſts of the raviſh'd Beholders, 
ſhoot Flames as Pure, as Holy, and as Death- 
leſs as thoſe Fathers of the Church, who 
believ'd not the Angels altogether Incorpo- 
real, may be ſuppos'd to have conceiv d the 
Seraphims to conſiſt of. Certainly, ſince 
(as the Scripture informs us) It never en- 
tred into the heart of Man, what God has 
re ſerdd in Heaven for thoſe that love him; 
That Glory can be but imperfectly expreſs'd_ 
by the bare Epithet of Inconceivable, with 
which God rewards the meritorious Suffe- 
rings and Obedience of that only begotten 
Son of his Love, for whoſe ſake he is pleas d 
to confer on ſo many thouſands of Men, un- 


imaginable Glories He that vouchſafes Dan. 12.3. 


even to many of his Servants a brightneſs 


like that of the Stars, will ſurely communi- Mal. 4. 2. 


cate a more radiant Luſtre to the Sun of 


Righteouſneſs, that only Son of His, whom Heb. 1. 2. 


(to borrow inſpir d Expreſſions) He hath 
made heir of all thing, by whomalſo he made 
the Worlds : whobeing the brightneſs of his 


Glory, and the * Image of his Perſon, 
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1 and upholding all things by the word of his 

kh. 1. 11: power, when he had by himſelf purg d our fins, 
. fate down on the right hand of the Majeſty 
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on high, far above all Principality, and Pow- 
er, and Might, and Dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, 


but in that which is to come. Thereby ex- 
alting him, not only above all Earthly 
Princes and Potentates, but even above the 


higheſt Orders of the Spirits of Cœleſtial 


Hiecrarchy. 


But apprehend not, Lindamor, that this 
ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will make him 


deſpiſe the meaneſt of his Saints, or diſdain 
Communion with them. For, St. Paul aſ- 
ſures us, That he was in the form of God, 


when he vouchſafed to take upon him the 
form of a Servant, to make us free; and 


ſure, he that condeſcended ſo far, and ſtoop'd 


ſo low, to invite and dune to Heaven, 
will not refuſe us a gracious Reception there. 
In the Days of his Fleſh he was pleas'd to 


- own Lasarus, even in the Diſhonours of 


the Grave, and vouchſafed him in that de- 
ſpicable Condition the Glorious Title of his 


Friend. And when he deſcended the Mount 
37:38, 41. gf Olives, all the loud Acclamations of the 


glad Multitude, that ſang Ho/anna's to him, 
and ſtrew d his way with their am" 
5 | elt 


of his Condition was freſh upon him, and 
the Remembrance of the Apoſtles Ingrati- 


forſook him, the glorious Title (and that 
a more familiar one than we find him to have =, 
allow'd them on Earth) of his Brethren ; Mark 8s. 


Boaſts wherewith he not only ſeem'd to 
defie Death, but Chriſt's Prediction too, 


him. Hecanin Heaven be fo concern'd for 
his diſtreſſed Members here on Earth, that 
not only he can take notice of expiring te- Ac n 
phen, thorow that Cloud of fatal Stones that 
batter d down his Priſon; and can, when 


i} 


| Seraphick Love. 177 


Veſtments and their Praiſes, could not di?- 
vert him from deploring, even with Tears, 
Me aac approaching Fate; and expreſ- 
ing, in the midſt of his L riumphs, a Concern 
for the very worlt and ſtubvorneſt of his 
Enemies. And, leſt it ſhould be thought 
that he was thus concern'd for worthlcls 
Mortals, only whilſt he Shar'd and Felt the 
Miſeries of their Condition; give me leave 
to obſerve to you, Lindamor, that imme- 
diately after his Reſurrection, whilſt the 
Senſe ofthe ſudden and unexampled Change 


tude in deſerting him, almoſſ as Recent; he 
ſticks not to give thoſe very Diſciples that 


and particularly ſhews himſelf Solicitous for wy, 16.7: 
that Peter, who, in ſpight of thoſe empty 1 


did not only forſake his Maſter, but deny'd - 


: 
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_—_ were but one: But in the Meſſages he ſends 


Third Cha- to the Angels or Governors of the ſeven 
2 8 Churches, he ſufficiently manifeſts, That 
p ſingle Chriſtians may be as particularly in 


ject: His Greatneſs will not make his Kind- 
neſs leſs familiar, but only more obliging: 
Hie diſdains not, even after his Aſcenſion, 
Rev. 3. 20. to ſay, Behold, Iſtand at the door and knock, 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will ſup with him, 
and he with me. That King, in the Para- 


ſed himſelf ro welcome each individual tru- 
Matth. 25 ſty Servant with a peculiar Euge, bone Serve, 
And in another Parable he ſcruples not to 
repreſent thegreat Condeſcenſions and Fa- 

miliarity, wherewith the Lord ſhall remune- 
rate the faithful and yatchful Servants, by 


37" - wants, whomthe Lord, when he cometh, ſhall 


them to fit downtomeat, and will come forth 
40 ferve them. At which Expreſſion you 


* Var who he — 9 „ N 4 . 5 * p bY 1 . * * n N 
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Faul was Perſecuting the vulgar Chriſtian 
acs9.5. cry out unto him, Saul, Saul, why perſecureſ 
thou me? as if He, and thoſe that Love him, 


his Thoughts, as if they had no other Ob- 


ble, by whom himſelf is repreſented, is plea- 


Luke 12. telling his Diſciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
find ſo watching. Verily, I ſay unto you, 
that he fhall gird himſelf, and will make 


will the leſs admire, if you conſider, that 
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beſides that it is parabolical, and probably 
hyperbolical, and therefore not to be taken 


(as the French ſpeak, au pied de la lettre) in 


a ſtrict Senſe: We find in the Evangelical 
Story, that our Saviour diſdain'd not to con- 
verſe familiarly with Publicans and Sinners, 
nor even to waſh the Feet of his Diſciples : 
And ſince he condeſcended to ſuch Familia- 
rity to thoſe frail Mortals, ſo many of whom 


were apt to turn the Favours of God into 


Wantonneſs, we may the leſs admire his gra- 
cious Condeſcenſions to thoſe, the Sinkelf⸗ 

neſs of whoſe Condition will keep them from 
turning his Vouchſafements into any thing, 
but occaſions of Joy and Gratitude. Marvel 


not, Lindamor, as at an Impertinency, that 


I appear ſo ſollicitous to poſſeſs you with 
high Apprehenſions of the Super- eminent 
Dignity and Felicity of our exalted Saviour; 


and that in the loftieſt and moſt magnifi- 


cent Expreſſions the Scripture affords me, 
I have endeavour'd to make out to you, 
that the bright Sun of Righteouſneſs is now 
grown uncapable of ſuftering Eclipſes, but 
thines with unclouded and unequal'd Splen- 
dor; and that we ſhall in Heaven (as the 


| Writer to the Hebrews ſpeaks) See Jeſus, Heb. 2. 90 


who was made a little (or for a ſhort while, 


Ser m1) lower than the Angels, for the 


ſuffering 
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ſuffering of Death, crown'd with Glory and 
onatr. For it will make Heaven more 
Hcaven to us, to find him reigning there, 
who hath ſuffer'd fo much for us; and for 
whom, if we cer come thither, we ſhall 
have ſo much ſuffer' d. For, ſince our Love 
will, as the reſt of our ſurviving Graces, 
be perfected and grow compleat in Hea- 
ven; the ineffable Happineſs of our dear 
Redeemer muſt needs bring an Encreaſe 
to ours, commenſurate to the Ardency of 
our Love for him, and we ſhall reliſh no 
Happineſs more than that; which is there- 
fore ours, becauſe he is happy, and ſup- 
poſes in him what it confers on us. Beſides 
that, ſince the Regal Dignity, wherein 
(as Mediator) he is Inſtated, may make us 
owe our Salvation to his Sentence, as well 
as to his Merits; Heaven it ſelf will be in- 
eſtimably endear'd to us, by our enjoying 
it upon his account. I need not tell you, 
what a value Lovers are wont to ſet upon 


them by their Miſtreſſes, and that oftentimes 
a worthleſs Ribband, a Bracelet of Hair, or 
fome ſuch Trifle, that nothing can make 
precious but her preſenting it, is highlier 
valued by the tranſported Lover, than the 
 richelt Preſents of Nature, or of F TIME: 
I | 85 | ow 


the leaſt Favours that can be beſtow'd upon 


mitted to Reig 
ported the Hardſhips and the Toils (for I 
muſt not now call them Evils) to which our 


— Love. 
How great a Bleſſing muſt it then be, Lin- 


damor, to owe Joys, that need not endearing 
Circumſtances to merit the name of Hap- 


ineſs, to a Perſon ſo beloy'd, that even 
Jeaven it ſelf will bring more Felicity to 


the amorous Soul, as it is a Proof of his 


Love, than that it is a Donative of his Boun- 


ty. As paſſionate Brides do incomparably 
more value the Wedding-Rings which their 
glad Lovers give them, as Pledges than as 


Gold. *Tis ſaid of the perſecuted and diſ- 


raced Apoſtles, that they reſoyced to have Ads 5.4 


en counted worthy ta ſuffer ſhame for his 
Name. But if they deſervedly rejoyc'd to 


be allow'd to ſuffer for him; of how much 


Joy ſhall rhey have juſt cauſe, thar are ad- 
with him? His having ſup- 


afflicted Condition of Mortality is expos d, 


does ſo much alleviate them, and refreſh 
us under them, that in this ſenſe alfo it 
may be truly ſaid, that The chaſtiſement of 1h. 53-5. 


our peace was upon him, and by his hurts we 


are healed. But he that relieved us even 


his Croſs, will fare do more for us by 


his Crown, when he ſhall admit, and even 


invite, each faithful Servant to no leſs a 


Bleſſing, than to enter into his Maſter's 2955 math. 354 
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ſign to make himſelf to us in all his Capa- 


cities and Conditions, that in Heaven and 


in Earth, it was, and will be, his gracious 


and conſtant Imployment, to ſhare our. 


Griefs, orimpart tous his Joys; and either 


leſlen our Miſeries by his Sufferings, or in- 


creaſe our Happineſs by his Felicity. 


Expect not, Lindamor, that I ſhould 


ſolemnly beg ar Pardon for this ſeeming 
Excurſion, till T come to think it a Digrei- 


ſion, to inſiſt on the Blefledneſs of Chriſt 


in Heaven, treating of the Happineſs 
which thoſe that love him will enjoy there. 


Wheretore, not to ſpend time in implo- 


ring a needleſs Forgivenc ſs, I ſhall proceed 
to tell you, Lindamor, that in Heaven we 
ſhall not only ſce our elder Brother Chriſt, 
but probably alſo our Kindred, Friends, 
and Relations, that living here jn his Fear, 
died in his Favour. For ſince our Saviour 
tells us, that the Children of the . 
tion ſhall be ioz\ yer, equal to, or like the 
Angels, who yet in the Viſions of Dauiel 


and St. John, appear to be acquainted 


with each other; ſince in the Parable of 

the miſerable Epicure, and the happy Beg- 

gar, the Father of the Faithful 1s repre- 

ſented as knowing, not only the . 
1 5 | an 


So rich a Source of Happineſsdid Chriſt de- 


and 
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| Seraphick Love. 
and preſent Condition, but the paſt Story 


of Lazarus; ſince the Inſtructer of the 


Gentiles confidently expects his Converted | 


and Pious Theſſalonians, to be his Crown 1 Theſſ. 2- 


at that great day; when the having turn- Bi. . 


ed many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall, as the 
Scripture foretells, confer Star- like and im- 
mortal Brightneſs : Since (which is chief- 
ly conſiderable) the knowledge of parti- 
cular Actions, and conſequently Perſons, 
ſeem requiſite to the Attainment of that 
great End of God, in the Day of Judg- 


ment, the manifeſtation of the Punitive 


and Remunitative Juſtice : Since, I ſay, 
theſe Arguments, beſides diyers others, are 
afforded us by the Scripture; we may ſafe- 
ly conclude it probable, that we ſhall know 
each other in a place, where, ſince nothing 
requiſite to Happineſs can be wanting, we 
may well ſuppoſe (at leaſt, if we can ima- 
gine here, what we ſhall think there) that 
we ſhall not want ſo great a ſatis faction, as 
that of being knowingly happy in our other- 
ſelves, our Friends. Nor is this only pro- 
bable, Lindamor, but tis not improbable, 
that thoſe Friends that know us in Hea- 
ven, ſhall welcome us thither. For, ſince 
Chriſt aſſures us, that the very Angels 
ted 


co 


| 1 Cor. ra. 


— 


ſpeaks) but grow perfect, our 


— Love. 


to our Perſons; that they are Soreigneb to 
. our very Nature) receive Acceſſion of Joy 
for a relenting Sinner, that by Repentance 


begins to turn towards God; you will not 


think it abſurd, that in a place where Cha- 


rity ſhall not only continue 8 St. Paul 


ſhould rejoice to ſee us, not only begin to 
turn towards God, but come home to him; 


Nor is it unlikely, that our tranſported 
Souls ſhall mutually 9 each o. 


ther, their having now fully eſcaped the 


numerous Rocks, and Shelves, and Quick» 


ſands, and threatning Storms, and no leſs 
dangerous Calms, through which they are 


at length arrived at that peaceful Haven, 


where Innocence and Delight (which are 
here ſo ſeldom match'd) are inſeparable 


Companions, both of each other, and each 


Bleſſed Reſident. With thoſe Friends we 
here lamented, we ſhall there rejoyce. And 


*twill be but need, that the diſcovery of 


each others Vireder ſhould bring us to a 


mutual — of our Perſons; for 


otherwiſe we ſhall be ſo chang'd, that we 


ſhould never know our Friends; and ſhould 
ſcarce know our Selves, were not an emi- 
nent encreaſe of Knowledge i part of that 


For 


* Change. 


ar Friends 
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For thoſe departed Friends, whom at 


our laſt Separation we ſaw Disfigur d by 41 
the ghaſtly Horrors of Death, we ſhall then 


ſee aſſiſting about the Majeſtick Throne 


of Chriſt, which their once vile Bodies Phil, 3. 


transfigured into the likeneſs of his glorious 
Body, mingling their glad Acclamations 
with the Hallelujahs of Thrones, Principa- 

lities, and Powers, and the moſt dignified 
Favourites of the Caleſtial Court. I need 


not tell you, Liudamor, that we ſhall be 


more juſtly Tranſported at this Meeting, 


than was good old Jacob at that of his Son 
| Foſeph, whom having long mourn'd for 


dead and loſt, he found notonly alive, but 


a a great Favourite, ready to welcome him 


to an unknown Gourt. For, whereas the 


Patriarch ſaid to his Son, Now let me die, Gen. 46. 


ſince I have ſeen thy face; the ſeeing of our 3* 
Friends in Heaven will aſſure us, that we 
ſhall for ever live with them there. The 


Re-union of Friends being there as privi- 
ledg'd from Divorce, as that of Soul and 


Body (which ſcarce will be more ſtrict and 


ſatisfactory.) For, here indeed, if our 
Friends do not allay our Love or Affecti- 


on by unwelcome Actions, or their con- 
tagious Sufferings, we commonly dote on 
| * to a Degrevs mats as it were, Re- 
wh duces 
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' duces God to depriye us early of then, | b 
and ſnatch our Idols, and his Rivals from te 
us. But there, our, on both ſides, com- m 
pleated Graces, will not only deſerve, but e 
allow a higher Strain of Friendſhip. The at 
near Contemplation and Fruition of the 
infinitely tranſcendent Perfections of the, A 
Creator, keeping all our Kindneſs to the di 
Creatures, not only ſubordinate to the F 
| Love we owe to God, but grounded on it; th 
4 as excited Needles, when they ſtick faſteſt at 
L to each other, owe their Union to their of 
having both been touched by the Load- ſit 
ſtone; to which they have therefore Both | #{ 
of them ſtronger Inclinations, than Either as 


ct o the Other. 
uud. 24 There, probably, we ſhall ſatisfactorily St 
underſtand thoſe deep and obſcure Myſte- ſe 


ries of Religion, which the profoundeft O0 

Clerks, that love not to flatter themſelves, \h 
acknowledge they are unable fully to Com- R 
prehend; being, after all the Toil and In- to 
dauſtry of their anxious Enquiries, reduc'd qu 
Rom. 17. to {it down with the Apoſtle's Q&ab&, in m 
33  Admiration of that Depth, whoſe Bottom tic 
they cannot fathom. There we ſhall un- ne 


derſtand thoſe obſcure Paſlages of (That cu 
Divine Book and uncapable of Flattery) the O 
Scripture, which notwithſtanding all _ th 
8 bol os 


ww (> ed COT 


bold Criticks, and learn*dExpoſiters have at- 
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tempted to illuſtrate it, does ſtill continue, in 


many Places, obſcure. There, diſcerning ho 


exquiſitely the ſeveral Parts of Scripture 
are fitted to the ſeveral Times, Perſons, and 
Occurrences, wherein their All- foreſeeing 


Author intended moſt to uſe them ; we ſhall 
diſcern not only a Reconcileableneſs, but a 
Friendſhip, and perfect Harmony, betwixt 
thoſe Texts, that here ſeem moſt at Vari- 


ance, and ſhall diſcover not only the Senſe 
of the obſcurer Paſſages, but the Requi- 
ſiteneſs of their having been written ſo ob- 


ſcurely: That ſtrange and peculiar, as well 


as otherwiſe cryptical Method and Stile of 
Scriptute, which often coſts us ſo mueli 


Study to find it rational, we ſhall there di- 


ſcover to be admirable and worthy of its 


Omniſcient Author. There, I hope, we 


ſhall have clearly expounded to us thoſe 
Riddles of Providence, which have, but 


too often, tempted even good Men to 


145 


queſtion God's Conduct in the Govern- : 


ment of the World; whilſt the Calami- 
ties and Perſecutions of Virtue and In- 


cumulates Proſperities on their crimin 


Oppoſers. There, we ſhall be convinc d, 
that all theſe 2 * 
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the Heathen thought fit to impute to the 


giddy Whimſies of a blind Female Dei- 
ty, are not only conſiſtent with God's 
Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are Producti- 
ons of it. And though ſuch a Belief 
does here, to intelligent Perſons, ſeem per- 
haps a greater Piece of Self-denial, than to 


refrain from Wine, or Gold, or Miſtreſſes; 


yet in Heaven it will appear as reaſonable 
as here we find it difficult. For, as Bil- 
dad ſpeaks in Fob, We are but of yeſterday, 
and know nothing, becauſe our Days upon 


Earth are but aShadow. And the Shortneſs 
ofour Tranſitory Lives not permitting us to 


continue long enough Spectators here, to ſee 
above a Scene or two at moſt of that great 


Play, acted by Mankind upon the Stage of 


the World; tis no wonder we are apt to 
harbor ſiniſter Thoughts of the Contriver 
of aPlot, whoſe neither Beginning nor End 
we are acquainted with. Which yet is lit- 
tle leſs injurious, than *twere to cenſure the 
lofty Trageedian, Seneca, or ſome other 
matchleſs Artiſt, having peruſed bur a Piece 


of ſome Tragedy, whereof the latter Part 


never arriv'd at our View. But when once 
God's whole Plot (if Imay fo ſpeak) and 
Conduct in the Adminiſtration of the World, 
ſhall come to be diſclos d; all thoſe 9 

Vvolu- 


volutions and Occurrences of Empires, 

States, Families, and particular Perſons, + 
which Men are here ſo prone to quarrel 
with, will there appear ſo juſt, ſo requi- 
ſite, and ſo ſeaſonable, that thoſe voy 
things which here tempted us to deny God, 
will there engage us to praiſe him; and we 
ſhall not ſo properly be ſarisfy*d with his Pro- 
vidence, asraviſh'd. But eſpecially, we ſhall 
be tranſported with Wonder and Gratitude, 
when God ſhall vouchſafe to diſcover to his 
particular Servants the Reaſons of his 
Diſpenſations towards them, and make 
out to them, not only the Neceſſity and 
Juſtice, but ev'n Mercifulneſs of thoſe 
very A fflictions, that were moſt imputed 

to his Severity, (no Stroke from God's 

Paternal Hand, either lighting ſooner, or 

falling heavier, or ſtaying longer, than the 

Occaſion that extorted it, exacted) and 


convince them, that their Hopes were never 
diſappointed, but to ſecure their Title to 


better things than thoſe they hoped for; 
nor their inferior Intereſts prejudic'd, 


but for the Adyantage of their Supreme 


ones. Yes, all that unwelcome Dark- 
neſs, that here ſurrounded our pur- 
blind Underſtandings, will vaniſh at the 
dawning of that __— and (as St. Peter's 
| 1 


1 


* 
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Jnuies * Expreſſion may be interpreted) Eternal 
a. Day; wherein, the Reſolution of all thoſe 
Difficulties which here exercis'd (and per- 
haps diſtreſs'd) our Faith, ſhall be gran - 
ted us to reward it. And I muſt pro- 
feſs to you, Lindanor, (as unfaſhiona- 
ble as ſuch a Profeſſion may ſeem in a Gen- 
tleman not yet two and twenty) that I find 
the Study of thoſe excellent Themes, God's 
Word, and his Providence, ſo difficult, and 
yet ſo pleaſing and inviting, that, could 
Heaven afford me no greater Bleſſing than 
= a clear Account of the Abſtruſe My ſterics 
of Divinity and Providence, I ſhould value 
the having my Underſtanding gratify'd and 
enrich d with Truths of ſo noble and pre- 
eious a Nature, enough to court Heaven 
at the Rate of renouncing for it all thoſe 
unmanly Senſualities and trifling Vanities, 
for which inconfiderate Mortals are wont to 
forfeit the Intereſt their Saviour fo dearly 
ee 
Sed. 1. Nor ſhall we only cor verſe with Saints 
aud Angels, but with that infinitely more 
glorious Deity, that made them what they 
are, without at all impoveriſhing himſelf. 
In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy (its Maker) 
x Joh. 3.2. God, and /ee him as he is, who, (as the 
„ 15- Scripture telleth us) ſhall then be 400 7 
28. — Oy all; 
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ally comprizing all the Goods ; we value 
in the Creatures, as eminently and fully, 
as the Sun doth 0 e Laght chat twinkleth! in 


the Stars. 


If one that was none of che leaſt 3 POR 


the Philoſophers, ſcrupl'd not to tell the“ · 


Man that ask d him, What he was born for, 


that it was to contemplate the Sun; if our 
beſt Naturaliſts themſelyes, though the 


Darkneſs that is here caſt upon things, and 


the Dimneſs of our intellectual E yes. 


¶(vhich I remember Ariſtotle fitly compares 
to thoſe of an Owl at Noon- Day) permit 


us to diſcern but very little of that Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, which he has ex- 
| preſs'd in the Creation; are yet often tranſ- 
ported and raviſn d with a juſt Admiration 
of the Perfection he has diſplay'd in his 
Workmanſhip: It the wiſe Queen that 
came ſo far to viſit Solomon, was put almoſt 


int an Extaſie, by the Sight of his (though 
Wiſe, yet Human) ordering of things ; 


And 72 Angels themfelues as St. Peter in- 1 pet. 1. 


forms us) 4 re to lool into the myſterious Con- 2 · 


trivances of God, in order to Man's Redemp- 
tion: Fog Fear a datisfaction, Lindamor, 
may we juſtly conceive it muſt needs be, to 


be ä to ſee ſo much of God, as 


'Heayey.. wall | diſcoyer co us ? | Eſpecially 
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150 Seraphick Lowe. 
ſince ſo much of our future Happineſs will ut 
conſiſt in that Beatifick Viſion, (as the ſy 
| Schoolmen juſtly call it) that St. John con- 2 
Joh. 3.2. Cluded, that we ſhall be lite Cad, becauſe cl 
we ſhall ſee him as hezs, And our Saviour ce 
3 himſelf paraphraſes our Cceleſtial Felicity - Ct 
Nat. g. 8. by this bleſſed Viſton, where he ſays, Ble/- gi 
* ſedare the pure in Hłart, for they ſhall ſee 5 
God: As on the other ſide, the Writer to ta 
the Hebrews employs the being deny'd the pl 
Sight of the Diyine Object, as a Deſcripti- {c 
on of extreme Wretchedneſs, in that Text N 
where, having exhorted thoſe ro whom he tt 
| Heb, 12. Writes, to follow Peace and Holineſs; he U 
14. adds, as the formidableſt Menace which he fu 
could make uſe of, to deter them from ſligh- ſi. 
ting his Exhortation, without whichno Man || 
Hall ſeethe Lord. And by this Viſion our Sa- la 
viour ſeems to deſcribe the Happineſs, even ty 
of Angels; where, forbidding the fcandali- | J« 
. Zing any of thoſe little ones that belieye in 
him; he adds, to enforce what he had Af 
aid, that their Angels do always ſee the Face NF 
Mist. 18. of his Hat her in Heaven. We ſhall ſo be taken of 
1% up with the Contemplation and. Fruition by 
| of that glorious Object, ( in whoſe Infinity ' 
all Goods are included and dilated) that F 
Ages, numberleſs as the Joys that Beati- E\ 
fick Viſion abounds with, willfearce afford | © 


uy 


Se-erapbicl Love. E 
us Leiſure for a Diverſion to any other Plea- 


ſures, than thoſe it ſelf creates. Which 
are ſo numerous and ſo entire, that we ſhall 


there deſire nothing that we have not, ex- 


cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes 


to him, or at leaſt a Capacity to pay him 


reater Thanks for what we have. And 
even thoſe Deſires, God's gracious Accep- 
tation will make, in being conceiy'd accom- 
pluh'd; for otherwiſe Heaven's Reſidents 
{ſcarce know any other Want, than that of 
Need to wiſh: Thecompleat Bleſſedneſs of 
their Condition, reducing them to happy 
Uſeleſneſs of Wiſhes, by affording them a 
full Præpoſſeſſion of all the Objects of De- 
ſire. There Time, like Fire, having de- 


ſtroy d whatever it could prey on, ſhall at 


laſt dye it ſelf, and ſhall go out into Eterni- 
ty; whoſe Nature is ſuch, that though our 
Joys, after ſome Centuries of Years, may 
ſeem to have grown elder, by having been 


enjoyed ſo many Ages, yet will they really 
ſtill continue new, not only upon the Scores 


of their Welcomneſs and Freſuneſs, but 
by theit perpetually equal ( becauſe infi- 
nite) Diſtance from a Period. There, our 
Felicity ſhall always be the ſame, yet 
ever new. Wearineſs arguing Imperte- 
ction, either in the Object, or the Appe- 


L 4 tite; 


as 2 Part of it. And, if Heaven do 
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tite; the ober of which is impoſſible 
in God, and the latter ſhall ceaſe in Hea- 
ven. Where our Felicity ſhall be ſo great, 
that Variety (it ſelf) ſhall not be needed 


admit Variety, it may be ſuppos'd ſuch 
an. one, as ſhall conſiit ina further Know- 
ledge of the firſt, Object (God,) not a 
foriaking of it; and ſuch as ariſes. from 
the fixt beholding of the changing · necks 
of Doves, or ſuch as we may ſee in the 
 diverſify'd Refractions of the ſame ſpark- 
ling Diamond. In God, there is (if I may 
ſo ſpeak) ſuch a various Identity, that the 
Fruition of him both ſatisfies and creates 
Deſires; though that, without Satiety, and 
this, without Diſquiet. Other Delights, 
like the uſual Cloaths we wear, quickly grow 
ſtale, and are ſoon worn out; whercas Ce- 
leſtial Pleaſures participate of the Preroga- 
tive of the Jews Garments in the Wilder- 
neſs, of not 1 5 by being uſed long. 
But as the amorous Needle; once join'dun+ 
to the Load- ſtone, would never — 
forſake the inchanting Mineral; but after 
Ages cling no leſs cloſely to it, than at 
the firſt Moment of their Union: So do 
the Saints in Heaven, with the ſame Un- 
mini Freſhneſs, ever poſſeſs their 


Joys, 


Le Ga. 22 


Seraphick Love. 
Joys, as if each Moment were the firſt that 


they poſſeſs d them in. And, if their Hap- 
pineſs does not improve by laſtinger Enjoy- 


ment, tis perhaps, but becauſe it was at 
firſt uncapable of Increaſe. Or, if our Plea- 


ſures do admit Acceſſion, they ſhall receive 
it from our Aſſurance, that we ſhall taſte 
them for ever, and perpetually repeat (or 
rather continue) the ſame renew d Fruiti- 
ons to 7 
more, than by the quiet Leiſure it will af- 
ford eee to employ it in cele- 
brating of the Author's. Praiſes; and in a 
n. happier in that by it we grow 


Eternity, endear'd by nothing 


153. 


Paſt doing, than paſt ſuffering lil. In Heaven 


(in a Word) our inexhauſted Joys will be 


ſhall need (as well as have) Ecernity it 
ſelf to taſte them fully. 


2 numberleſs, and ſo immenſe, that we 


But, Lindamor, it was not my Ben Seck. 26, 


to give you a particular Topography of 


this Celeſtial Canaan; but only 1 in a few 


Words to let you ſee, that rig 4 Land 


flowing with Milk and Honey. And though, 
p — vo I have — you but a 
dark Deſcription (and 

Poetical than 8 of what 


metimes rather 


the Apoſtle ſtiles, The Inheritance of the col. i. is 


Saints ichn. 2 Vet ſince, to whet our 
i Long- 
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Longings, for fruitive (or experimental) th 
Knowledge, it is reſery'd among the Pre- th 
rogatives of being in Heaven, to know | d. 
how happy we ſhall be, when There: 8. 
And ſince what the Scripture hath reveal'd 7 
of Paradiſe, ſeems meant rather to quicken 5 
our Obedience, than ſatisfie our Curioſity; tl 


I may for thoſe purpoſes have perhaps to- 
lerably perform'd that Task (of heavenly 
Topography) by the Acknowledgments of 
my Diſability to do it worthily. I ſhall 
now only add this Property of our expe- 
cted Bliſs, that the vaſt Multitude of Part- 
ners does detract nothing from each private 
Share, nor does the Publickneſs of it leſſen 
Propriety in it. This Ocean of Felicity 
being ſo ſhoarleſs, and ſo bottomleſs, that 
all the Saints and Angels cannot exhauſt it: 
Ir being as impoſlible for an Aggregate of 
Finites, to comprehend or exhauſt one Infi- 
nite, as tis for thegreateſt Number of Ma- 
thematick Points to amount to, or con- 
ſtitute a Body. Our Neighbour- Regions do 
| all enjoy the Benefit of Light as well as 
we; yet we enjoy not leſs, than if they 
enjoy'd none. Indeed there is this dif- 
ference between the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and that of Heaven; that whereas 
the latter, by his Preſence, Eclipſes all 
5 a 
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the Planets, (his Atrendants; ) the former, 
though radiant with a much mightier Splen- 
dor, will, by his Preſence, 1mpart to his 
Saints; according to that of the Apoſtle, 
WhenChriſft, who is our Life, ſhall appear, then col. 4. 3; 
ſhall we alſo appear with himin Glory. $0 

that the Elect, in Relation to this Sun, ſhall 
not be like Stars, which his ſhining obſcures 
and makes to diſappear; but like poliſh'd 
Silver, or well glaz d Arms, or thoſe vaſter 
Balls of burniſh'd Braſs the Tops of Chur- 
ches are ſometimes adorn'd with, which 
nine not till they be ſhin d upon, and de- 
rive their glittering Brightneſs, and all the 
dazling Fire that environs and illuſtrates 
them, from their being expos d (unskreen'd) 
to the Sun's refulgent Beams. 1am my Be. Cat. 6. ;. 
loved s, and my Belovedis mine, ſays every 
Saint (vith the e in the Canticles) to 
his Redeemer. David ſays of them that put 
their Truſt in God, That he ſhall abundantly pal 36. 6. 
 fatisfiethem with the Fatneſs'of his Houſe, 
and mate them drink of the River of his Plea- 
' ſures: As if he meant to inſinuate, that, as 
when a Multitude of Perſons drink of the 
ſame River, none of them is able to exhauſt 
it, and yet each of them may have the full 
Liberty of drinking as much as he can, 
or as much as he could, though none but 
"ey — 31 him- 


—_— Serapbich 100 
himſelf ſhould be allow d to drink of ity 
: Tas whoſoever enjoys. God, enjoys him 
wholly, or at leaſt doth enjoy him fo en- 
tirely, in Relation to that Man's Capacity, 
that the Fruition of whatſocyer reſts unen- 
joy d of God, is forbidden by the Immenſi- 
ty of the Object, and not the Præ· poſſeſ- 
ſion of his Rivals. The Angels, though of 
a Nature differing from ours, and thereby 
plac'd above the perſonal Experience of our 
Sufferings and Infirmities, do yet ſo ſym- 
pathize with us, that (as our Saviour in- 
Luk. 15.7. forms us) they rejoyce at the Repentance 
of a Sinner. And though the Members of 
the Church-Militant, and thoſe of the Tri- 
umphant, live as far aſunder, as Heaven is 
from Earth, and are not more diſtant as to 
Place, than differing as to Condition; yet 
St. Paul reckons all the Saints to be but ane 
Fob. 3-15 Family in Heaven and in Earth. If then the 
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Diſparity of Reſidences, of Qualities, and 

5 of Coon dite, cannot now hinder the A 

; Lovers of God from being ſo-concern'd re 
in one another; how much of endearing | B 
Kindneſs may we ſuppoſe-: that mY tk 
will interchange, when both their Love e 
ſhall be petſected, and, all thoſe other n: 
Graces too that are proper to cheriſh and 0 


ene ir. For, the ſame Apoſtle, * 


0 


1 * : 5 . 1 * 
\ - 
f 


e Lone, 157 

us to conceive che Strictneſs of 1 
jon both betwixt Chriſt and his 1 
3 id the Saints among themſelves, } 
tell us, that He is the Head, and they are his 1 Cor. 122 
Boah, and Members particular ; — on. 3 | 


make this Inference, That ( to expreſs his 

- Doctrine in his own Words) F one Mem- 

; ber ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it S-verL a7: 

F and if one Member be honour d, all the Mem-8. 0 

bers rejoyce with it. Yes, Lindamor, in that 1 

5 bleſſed Condition, our Wills being perfectly | # 

conform'd unto our Maker's, no Saint nor . 
Angel can enjoy his Love without poſſeſſing = 
a proportionate 1 of ours. And then, 18 
ſince perfect Friendſhip appropriates to eck 

Friend the Croſſes and Proſperities of the 1 
other ( as good Bargillai could not be high- 2 
lier obliged by David, than by the King S Ii 

| Kindneſs to his Son.) each ſeveral Bea- 37,  * | | 


titude in Heaven ſhall (in ſome ſort con- 

| cern the whole Society, and) be ours. 
As Aſtronomers teach us, that the Earth . 
receives Addition of Light by the Suns 18 
Beams beſtow'd upon the Stars, and from _ 
the Moon refleting upon her. And b. i! 
cauſe our perſonal Capacitics are-too too 18 
narrow, to contain all that Joy, we are 
dus) y the ſtrange Arithmetick of Friend- *' be 
ip) in 1 manner multiply d into as ma- =. 
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ny happy Perſons, as there are Saints and 


Angels bleſſed in Heaven. Our petfect 


Union to'our common Head, and mutual 


Communion with each other, applying and 
bringing home every Felicity of theirs to 


this friendly and reciprocal Sympathy, 


teaching us each glorify'd Saint's Bleſſed- 
_ neſs, and him ours, by a bleſſed Circulati- 
on, which makes us encreaſe, by our reſen- 
ting them, thoſe Joys ( of others) whoſe 
Encreaſe we reſent. But my Thoughts are 
engaged in ſo gooda Company, Lindamor, 
that they keep me from conſidering how faſt 
the Hours paſs, and have almoſt made me 
forget, that the time which my Occaſions al- 
lowꝰ d me for Scribling to you, is ſo far ſpent, 
that not now at laſt to reprieve you from the 
Perſecution of my blunt Pen, were to be al- 


moſt as injurious to my own Affairs, as to 


your Patience. Hereafter yet I may poſſibly 
make you ſome amends for this, with riper 
Diſcourſes of the Nature and Duties, or 
(if you will) the Properties and Returns 
of this Love, to which I have hicherto 
_ preſented you ſome Motives. To (the 


% 


aſt of) which I might add, That our love 


tothe Creatures is an Earneſt, but to God 
tis a Title; the one makes us the Objects, 
but the other makes the Object ours; 


that 


Sseraphicł Love. 
that ſince there is in Love ſo ſtrange a Ma- 
gick, as to transform the Lover into the Ob- 


ject loy'd; we ought to be extremely care- 
ful of the Dedication of a Paſſion, which, 


as it is plac'd, muſt either dignifie our Na- 
ture, or degrade it: And not to addreſs to 


any lower (or, which is all one, to any 
oe ) Object, the higheſt Intenſity of a 
Love, which cannot but ſtoop without 
our Degradation. And theſe I might 
expatiate on, and recruit them with ma- 
ny other Motives, additional to thoſe I 
have already inſiſted on; but that I may 
more properly reſerve them to the Trea- 
tiſe of the Properties of that Love, whoſe 


Nature ſo partakesthat of its Object, that 
there can hardly be produc'd more power- 
ful Motives to it, than the Conditions of 


it. Since then (as I freſhly intimated) I 
cannot but fear that your tir'd Patience, 
as well as my urgent Geng (though 
theſe will recall me to Morrow Morning 
to my own Weſtern Hermitage) doth at 


preſent ſummon me to leave you; and 


fince I cannot do ſo in a happier Place 


than Heaven, I. ſhall ſuſpend my Fare- 


wels, only to beg you to believe, that fo 
noble a Motive of exalting Friendſhip, | 


as the Ambition of rendring mine a fit Re- 
1 5 Sg turn 


149 


WP : 


. "a * Wenn * R 
” A + 9 * "ot > 8 
; 3; 73, : . * N * 3 2823; oi 
# 6 — 
33 \ 4 4 
. Y \ , E 
- CY ty l : 


„„ 
turn for Vours hath ſo improv'd my Kind- 
neſs, that my Affection, without wronging 


its Greatneſs, could not expreſs it ſelf by 3 
any leſs Attempt, than this gaining you 7 


the greateſt, and the moſt deſirable of all 
Goods, by elevating (that noble Harbinger 
of your Soul) your Love to Heaven: W hoſe 
Joys alone are not inferior to thoſe which 
the being made inſtrumental to procure 
them you, would really Create in, | 


My Deareſt Lindamor, N 


From Leeſe this 


7 38 
8 | Tour Moſt Faithful, | 
Mof Aﬀettionate, and 
e 


ROBERT Boyis, 4 6 
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Advertiſement. 


Hilft the Fourth Ed ition of 


the foregoing Treatiſe was 


having preſs'd to have the Peruſal of ſome 


Occaſional Meditations that lay by him, on 
ſeveral Subjetts, met, among others, with 


that which follows, and finding the Sub- 


ject to be of Aﬀmity with what is rather 
Touch'd than Infiſted on, in the 65th Page 
of the paſt Treatiſe, Touching Mens Ina- 


bility to Praiſe God Worthily, and having 


4 great deal of Partiality for the Reflecti- 


on, would needs have it annex'd as it was, 
to the newly finiſhd Edition: Notwith- 
ſtanding the Author's having too juſt Cauſe 


to urge, That, beſides the Imper fettijons 
BD 1 . that 


upon Finiſhing, it happen d 
that a Devout and very Inge- 
nious Friend of the Author g, 


* 


162) 


* 


that are made neceſſary by the Sublimity of 


the Theme, ſuch Occaſional Papers, eſpe- 

cially His, are wont to have peculiar Un- 
accurateneſſes, as being deſign'd rather to x 
Entertain the Writer himſelf, than any N 
other Reader. 3 5 = | 
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| Occaſional Reflection 


UPON A 
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Gere in April, I 6 62). 


5.50 1 4 little Country Town: 


N eed not, Pjrocles, : after what we 


in What he has ſaid of the Kings and in 
je 54 he has done to Solemnize his Co- 


well. For I doubt not, but you eaſily 
* M3: difcerrt 


/ 


Fan an Account of what paſſed 
on the KIN G's Coronation-Day in 


haye been Reading, tell you, that the 
| Writer of this Letter thinks, thathoth 


| _ ronation, he has behaved himſelf rarely 
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diſcern by his way of Writing, that he is 
highly ſatisfied with his Performances, and 
expects that he ſhall, if not be Thanked 
by the King, at leaſt, be mentioned in 
the News-Book. But 'twill, I fear, be 
requiſite to tell you, that this honeſt Man 
is not alone of his Mind; for being his 


Landlord's Bailiff, he is eſteem'd at that 


rate by his Neighbours, and look'd upon 
as a Man very conſiderable in his Pariſh ; 
and is perhaps thought to have a right to 
Pity moſt of thoſe that do not admire 
what he has now been doing. And yet, 
You and I, who pretend not to be Cour- 


tiers, can, in his Rural- Encominms, and 
his ill- contrived way of Honouring his 


Prince, eaſily diſcover ſo much that might 
have been Mended, and ſo much that 
might be Laugh'd at, that, if the 1 
according to his wonted Graciouſn 


not be in conſideration of the Suitableneſs 


+4 


Solemnities, and heard the Eloquent Pa- 
V „ negyricks, 


* 


els, 
vouchſafe his Action his Smiles, it muſt 
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nepyricks wherewith the principal Cities 
and Aſſemblies in the Nation have thought 
they did but Part of what they -ſhould ; 


and not only thoſe Aſſiduous Courtiers, 
who, by the Honour of a nearer Acceſs, 


have Opportunities (deny'd to others) of 
diſcoyering thoſe Particularities that may 


beſt give-a higher Veneration for a Great 
Perſon and a great Prince, to thoſe that 


are qualified ro diſcern and reliſh ſuch 


things; not only theſe, I ſay, will have a 


quite other Opinion of the Rural Praiſes, 


and Antique Ceremonies that were ſo well 
lik'd a Hundred Miles from London; bur 
this Country-man himſelf, if he were ad- 
mitted to the Court, and bred a while 
there, would in time ſee ſo great a di- 
ſtance betwixt what he has done, and 
what a Perſon better Bred might have 
done, that he could not remember with- 


; out Bluſhes, what he now looks upon with 
Triumph. ; 


And now I muſt on this Occaſion con- 
feſs to you, Pyrocles, that I have (on o- 
ther Riſes) ſeveral times been reyolving 
in my Thoughts, what the Angels think 
of thoſe Praiſes and Deſcriptions of God 
that Men deviſe, (for I intend not here to 

| M 3 ſpeak 


1 


6166 


ſpeak of thoſe the Scripture ſuggeſts) and 
wherein we are moſt Applauded by others, 
and do oftentimes perchance Applaud our 
ſelves. For thoſe Celeſtial Courtiers (if 
I may ſo call them) have ſeveral Advan- 
tages to aſſiſt them in the Celebration of 
our Common Maſter, which we poor 
Mortals want. For, Firſt, They are free 
from thoſe Selhſh and Inordinate Affe- 
tions that too often hinder us, either from 
diſcerning the Excellency of divers of 
God's Attributes and Ways, or from duly 
acknowledging it. They have no Sins to 
keep them from deſcrying the Juſtneſs of 
what he does; They have no Ingratitude 
to oppoſe the ſuller Reſentments of His 
Goodneſs; and they are not tempted, not 
to diſcern and adore His Wiſdom, for fear 
they ſhould appear Culpable for Repining 
at his Diſpenſations. And indeed, their 
Longævity allowing them the full Pro- 
ſpect from end to end, of thoſe intricate 
Tranſactions of Providence, of which 
ſhort-liv'd Mortals do commonly ſee but a 
part; they are queſtionleſs far more ſatiſ- 
fied with the incomparably better Contri- 
vances they diſcern in the Management of 
Human Affairs, than we are with the 

Conduct or Plots of the moſt skilfully 
ä 1 earn 


— 


1 


written Plays and Romances. Beſides, 
Thoſe happy Spirits, of whom the Scrip- 

ture tells us, that 7hey and before God, and Luke 1. 
that they continually ſee his Face, have by yah, 18. 


that Priviledge, the bleſſed Opportunities 


of diſcovering in the Deity they contem- 


Plate and ſerve, many Excellencies, which 
even They could never but by Experience 
have form'd any Thoughts of; and they 


ſee in one another's Solemn Adorations 


and Praiſes, a way of Honouring the Ob- 
ject of them ſo much tranſcending the ut- 
moſt of what We here aim at, that their 
Homages to their Creator may well be 
ſuppos d of a far Nobler kind than ours. 
And laſtly, When I conſider, how much 


leſs unworthy Thoughts and Expreſſions 
touching Things Divine the ſame Perſon 


may have, when come to his full Maturity 


| of Age and Parts, and whilſt he was but 
a Child in both; and when I conſider, 


how much more Advantageous Concepti- 


ons of the Wiſdom difplay'd in the Uni- 


yerſe, and particularly in the Contrivance 


of a Human Body, one that is a true Phi- 
loſopher, and a skilful Anatomiſt, may 
have, in compariſon of a Man U1lliterate, 


and unacquainted with Diſſections: When, 
I ſay, I conſider theſe Things, and com- 
5 OE. 
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pare the dim Twilight of Human Intel- 
lects in this Life, with that Clear and Ra- 


diant Light, which the Scripture aſcribes 
to Angels, I cannot but think, that, ha- 


ving to the Privilege of a much nearer Ac- 
ceſs than is allow'd us to Contemplate 


God's Perfections, the Advantage of ha- 


ving incomparably more Illuminated Intel- 
lects to apprehend them with, they muſt 
frame othergueſs Conceptions of the Di- 


vine Attributes, and Glorifie the Poſſeſſor 
at anothergueſs Rate, than is allowed to 


Thoſe, whoſe Underſtandings are ſo dim, 


and whoſe Reſidence is ſoremote from that 


bleſſed Place, where the Perfections they 


would Extol are moſt diſplay d. 
Aſſiſted by theſe and the like Adyan- 

tages, Pyrocles, thoſe happy Spirits ma 

well frame Notions, and employ Expreſ- 


ſions in Honour of their Maker, ſo far 


tranſcending Ours, that, though the An- 
gels Goodneſs keeps them, doubtleſs, from 


beholding them with Contempt; yet, we 


may well think, they look upon them with 
ſuch a kind of Pity, as that, wherewith 
great Wits and Courtiers look upon the 


| Miſtakes and Imperfections of what they 


Did and Writ, when they were but School- 
boys; and as that, wherewith, when we 


"ſhall 
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' ſhall be admitted to the Society of the An- 
gels, we ſhall look back upon our former 
Eves. No, Pyrocles, to Praiſe God is a 


Debt, which, though we ſhould ever be 
Paying, we muft always Owe, not only 
| becauſe the renewed Obligations will laſt 
as long as we; but becauſe, though the en- 


tire Sum were paſſible to be paid, we have 


no Coin of the Value that would be requi- 
ſite to make a Payment of that nature. 


Tis true indeed, that ſome Men ſay much 
more than others upon a Subject, on which 


none can ſay Enough, and which, even 


the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect can Heb. 10. 


but imperfectly Celebrate. It may be too, 
that the Praiſes we pay to God procure us 


ſome from Men, and perhaps even from 


Orators and Encomiaſts; and though I 
hope no Man can ſo Flatter himſelf, as to 


think he can Flatter what he can never do 
Right to; yet the Zealouſneſs of our En- 


deavours, and the Applauſe that others en- 
tertain them with, may perhaps tempt us 


to think, that becauſe in our Expreſſions 
we have ſurpaſt our ſelves, we have almoſt 


equal d our Theme: As if to make our 
Praiſes too great for any other Subject, 
were ſufficient to make them great enough 
for God. But alas, how widely muſt we 


be 
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J ET. 
be miſtaken ! ſince our Exprefſions, if we 
__ Senſe, can at. beſt but fully repre- 
ent our Conceptions, and thoſe being but 
the Notions of a Finite. Creature, muſt 
needs fall extremely ſhort of Perfections, 
which were not what they are, if they were 
not Infinite. No, when we have employ- 
ed the lofticſt Hyperboles, and exhauſted 
all the celebrating Topicks and Figures of 
Rhetorick ; when we have dreſſed Meta- 


Phyſical Abſtractions in Poctick Raptures, 


when we have Ranſack d whatever things 


are moſt Excellent among the Creatures, 


and having Defæcated them and Piled 
them up together, have made that heap 
but a Riſe to take our ſoaring flight from; 
when we have ſummed up, and left be- 
neath our Expreſſions, all that we are here 
wont to acknowledge aboye them ; nay, 


when inſtructed, as well as inflam'd, and 


tranſported by that Inacceſſible Light, that 
is Inhabited by what we Adore, we ſeem 
rais'd and elevated above all that is Mor- 
tal, and above our ſelves, and ſay Things 
that nothing elſe could either Inſpire or 
Merit; even then, I ſay, thoſe Expreſli- 
ons, which any otherwiſe applied, would 
be Hyperboles, do but expreſs our Devo- 
tion, not the Divine Object of it, and — 
5 a 5 FS P wp ' C are . 
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(171) ; 
clare how much we Honour Him, rather | 
than what He is. And indeed, none but ; 
the Poſſeſſor of an Infinite Intelle& can be 
able to ſay, what the Poſſeſſor of other In- 
finite Perfection deſerves to have ſaid of 
Him. And whatever zealous Skill we 
praiſe God with, we do far leſs Honour 
Him than Injure Him, if we think our aſpi- 
ring'ſt Praiſes can arrive ſo far as, I ſay 
not to Reach, but ſomuch as to Approach 


their Subject. *** 

But, let not this inevitable Impotence 

(Pyrocles) trouble or diſcourage us: Thoſe 

Bleſſed Souls that follow the Lamb whi- Rev. 14. K 
ther ſoe ver he goes, do (as we are taught in | 
the Apocalypſe) make it their Buſineſs, and 

find it their Happineſs, to ſpend a great 

part of their Eternity in Extolling him, by 

whom they are plac'd in a Condition, where | 

they can have no Employment but what = 

is Holy and Noble. And even here below, 4 
the praiſing of God is a Work, wherein we [ 
imitate, though we do not equal the An- 4 
gels, and are buſted in the ſame Employ- = 

ment, though not with the ſame Skill. ö 
Nay, Heaven it ſelf exempts not its Reſi- g 


dents from an Impotence which belongs to 

Creatures, not as they are imperfect ones, 

burt as they are Creatures. Even the Mem- 
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(172) 
bers of the Church Triumphant do not 
triumph over this neceſſary Impotence; | ' 
their Praiſes may need Pardon, even in a 
place where they can Sin no more; and 
they can expect but from God's Goodneſs 
the Acceptance of thoſe Praiſes, that are 
Improy'd, as well as Occaſion'd, eyen by 

their being made Partakers of his Glory. 
Ia. 9.2. Nay, even in the Prophet 1/a:zah's Erfta- 
tick Vifon, the Seraphims themſelves that 
are introduced, as anſwering one anothers 
glad Acclamations to God, are likewiſe re- 
preſented as Covering (out of reſpect) 
their Faces with their Wings. But, Py- 
rocles, as I was ſaying, this unavoidable 
Diſability to ſay things Worthy of God, 
need not at all trouble us; ſince we pay 
our Homages to one, whofe Goodneſs our 
© Expreſſions can as little equal, as they can 
his other Attributes. He that Created us; 

will not Impute it to us, that we act but as 
Creatures: And /ince he has declar'd, that 
1 cor. 8. where there is a willing Mind, a Man is 
„accepted according to what he has, and not 
according to what he has not; the Impo- 
tence I have been ſpeaking of, ought to 
bring us rather Joy than Trouble, ſince 
the infinite Diſtance betwixt us, without 
lefſening his fayourable Acceptance of our 
4 | F raiſes, 
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Praiſes, ſuppoſes the boundleſs Perfection 


of him, whom thoſe Praiſes (through his 
Goodneſs) help to give us an Intereſt in 
And no Son would repine at his Royal Fa- 
ther's Greatneſs, how Immenſe ſoever, be- 
ing ſure, that Greatneſs would not leſſen 
his Kindneſs. For *tis leſs deſirable to be 
able to deſcribe the Power and Excellen- 
cies of him we have an Intereſt in, than to 
have an Intereſt in one, whoſe Power and 
Good exceeds whatever we can Say or Fan- 
cy of them. . 
To conclude, Pyrocles, ſince on the one 


ſide God is moſt truly ſaid in the Scripture Nehem. 
be ſo Glorious, that he is Exalted above * 


4 Bleſſmg and Praiſe, and conſequently, 


though I could (to uſe St. Paul's Phraſe)  Corin. 
ſpeakwith the Tongues of Men and Angels,, 


et the higheſt Things I could ſay of the 
| Divine Perfections, muſt. needs be there- 

fore far below them, becauſe a Creature 
were able to ſay them. And, ſince on the 
other ſide, it is of Us Men, that God 


vouchſafes to ſay, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, Phil. 4 
glori ſieth Me; and his tranſcendent Excel- 33: 


lency is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
reſembling Graciouſneſs, that ſuch a Be- 
nignity is one of the moſt conſpicuous 
Parts of it; I will not forbear to pay my 

pe Praiſes 
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. 
Praiſes unto one, whoſe Deſerving infinite- 
ly more than I can offer, keeps him not 
from Accepting as much leſs than he de- 
ſerves. But then I muſt not preſume to 
I my mouth with his Praiſes, without 
ſenſibly acknowledging, that there is not 
any Subject, whereon my Expreſſions can 
more want Eloquence, than on this Sub- 
ject, where even Eloquence it ſelf would 
Want Expreſſions. | 
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